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1. INTRODUCTION 

- 1.1 The purpose of t h i s  code of guidance, which i s  issued so le ly  i n  
connection with the operation of the F i r e  Services (Guernsey) 
Law, 1989, is t o  s e t  out basic standards f o r  means of escape and 
re la ted  f i r e  precautions where tented o r  other  temporary accommo- 
dat ion is provided fo r  a t  l e a s t  100 persons (however the  advice 
can be applied where l e s s e r  numbers a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be presen t ) .  It 
is intended both f o r  the  guidance of the F i r e  Brigade and f o r  the  
information of those responsible f o r  the  management of such 
places. A contravention of the code of guidance does not  i tself 
render a person l i a b l e  t o  c i v i l  o r  criminal proceedings. The 
contravention may, however, i n  any proceedings i n  which there  i s  
i n  i s sue  a l i a b i l i t y  o r  contention i n  r e l a t i on  t o  which the 
provision of the code appear t o  the  court  t o  be re levant ,  be 
r e l i ed  upon by any party t o  the proceedings as  tending t o  - 
es tab l i sh  o r  negative the l i a b i l i t y  o r  contention. It is hoped 
t h a t  the code of guidance w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  achieving a uniform 
approach t o  the implementation of the Law i n  the relevant 
premises. It should a l so  be noted tha t  the  provisions of t h i s  
code a re  i n  addit ion to ,  and not i n  derogation from, the 
provisions of Section 6 of the 1989 Law, which lays  down the 
basic  l ega l  dut ies  of occupiers of premises. Occupiers must 
therefore,  a s  well as  observing the guidance s e t  out i n  t h i s  
code, a l so  comply a t  a l l  times with Section 6 and with any 
relevant regulations made under the  Law. - 
GENERAL 

1.2 It is v i t a l  t ha t  a l l  s t ruc tures  used by the public a r e  as  s a fe  as  
possible from f i r e  and t h a t  a l l  managers know how t o  protect  the 
public and t h e i r  s t a f f  from in jury  o r  death i f  a f i r e  breaks ou t .  
To t h i s  end the organiser should consult the  l icensing authori ty  - 
well i n  advance of the proposed event so t ha t  there  is no 
misunderstanding about the use of the  s t ruc tu re  o r  about the  
nature of any f i r e  precautions which a re  regarded as  necessary. 
The need f o r  t h i s  ea r ly  consultation is even more important where 

*- 
a temporary s t ruc ture  w i l l  be erected jus t  p r io r  t o  the  event as  
i t  is sometimes d i f f i c u l t  t o  es tab l i sh  exact ly  what circumstances 
w i l l  prevai l  when these f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  i n  use. This guidance i s  
given i n  order t o  avoid l a s t  minute embarrassment t o  organisers 
who might be required t o  carry out  extensive a l t e r a t ions ,  o r  even 
t o  cancel t h e i r  event a t  shor t  not ice  because of inadequate f i r e  
sa fe ty  arrangements. Where there  is no requirement t o  obtain a 
l icence it is nevertheless recommended tha t  managers should 
consult the  F i re  Brigade for  advice. 

2 SITE SEUCTION AND ACCESS 

- 2.1 The following f i r e  sa fe ty  fac tors  should be considered by the 
organiser when choosing a s i t e : -  

( a )  access and egress fo r  the public,  emergency vehicles and 
equipment; 



(b) the  proximity of surrounding buildings and vegetation and 
other r i sks  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  the spread of f i r e ;  

( c )  the  ava i l ab i l i t y  of water for  f i r e f igh t ing  purposes; 

(d)  the need f o r  a telephoiie ( t o  c a l l  the  F i r e  Brigade); 

( e )  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of mains services;  and 

( f )  the slope o r  unevenness of the ground. 

2.2 An out l ine  s i t e  plan of a l l  s t ruc tures  should be prepared by the 
organiser showing the posit ion of a l l  entrances and e x i t s ,  
generator equipment, vehicles e t c .  It should be kept up t o  date 
on the s i t e  and be readi ly  avai lable  f o r  inspection. The plan 
should be agreed by the relevant authori ty  following consultation 
with the F i r e  Brigade having regard t o  occupancy, use, posit ion 
and other  factors  relevant t o  safety .  It should not be a l te red  
without reference t o  the relevant authority.  

2.3 The s i t e  should be arranged so as t o  allow f o r  adequate means of 
access by f i r e f igh t ing  vehicles t o  within 50 metres of any pa r t  
of the s t ruc ture .  Access routes should be not less than 4 metres 
wide, should have no overhead s t ruc ture  o r  cable l e s s  than 4.5 
metres above the ground, and should be capable of taking the 
weight (about 12.5 tonnes) of f i r e f igh t ing  appliances i n  a l l  
weathers. Emergency vehicle routes within the s i t e  should be kept 
c l ea r  of obstruction a t  a l l  times. 

2.4 Access t o  hydrants and other water supplies should not be 
obstructed o r  obscured. 

2.5 Car parks should be provided well c l ea r  of a l l  tentage and on no 
account should parking be allowed i n  access roadways o r  t en t  
lanes.  

SPACING BFIWEEN STRUCTUIlES 

2.6 The spacing between portacabins, caravans and other s t ructures  
should not be l e s s  than 6 metres. The spacing between ten ts  
should not be l e s s  than 6 m but i n  the case of very large 
marquees (eg a b ig  top) a minimum distance of 12 m should be 
observed. 

3 THE WAGER'S RESPONSIBILITIES 

3.1 The sa fe ty  of the public is the respons ib i l i ty  of the manager. 
This means tha t  the manager o r  h i s  deputy should be i n  charge of 
and present i n  the  s t ruc ture  during the whole time tha t  the 
s t r u c t u r e ( s )  are  open t o  the public,  and kept f r e e  from work 
which would prevent him from being immediately avai lable  i n  the 
event of an alarm of f i r e .  

3.2 Before the public i s  admitted t o  any performance o r  event i n  the 
s t ruc tu re  the  manager should ensure t ha t  a sa fe ty  check i s  
car r ied  out.  



3.3 There should be competent at tendants on duty during the whole 
time t h a t  the  public is i n  the s t ructure .  These attendants should 
have been spec i f ica l ly  ins t ructed as  t o  t h e i r  e s sen t i a l  
r e spons ib i l i t i e s  i n  the  event of f i r e  o r  o ther  emergency. Account 
should be taken of the  addi t ional  respons ib i l i ty  caused by the 
attendance of disabled persons. (See Code 5 - Places of 
Entertainment). 

3 .  A t  l e a s t  one attendant who should not be the person i n  charge of 
t he  s t ruc tu re  should be on duty f o r  every 250 o r  p a r t  of 250 
persons i n  the  s t ruc ture ,  except t ha t ,  where most of the patrons 
are under the  age of 16, there  should be a t  l e a s t  one attendant 
f o r  every 75 o r  p a r t  of 75 persons. 

NOTE - It may be decided tha t  because of the type of 
entertainment and/or composition of the  audience addi t ional  
at tendants should be on duty. 

3.5 Attendants should be readi ly  i den t i f i ab l e  by means of some 
conspicuous clothing o r  marking system which i s  v i s ib l e  under a l l  
l i gh t ing  conditions. 

3.6 The main duty of attendants is t o  ensure t ha t  s a f e  conditions a r e  
maintained i n  the s t ruc tu re  and t o  achieve t h i s  they should:- 

( a )  ensure tha t  no overcrowding occurs i n  any pa r t  of the 
s t ruc ture ;  

( b )  keep a l l  gangways and e x i t s  c l ea r  a t  a l l  times; 

( c )  prevent standing on sea t s  o r  furn i ture ;  and 

(d )  be aware of any spec ia l  requirements needed t o  ensure the 
s a f e  evacuation of the audience/patrons. 

3.7 The manager should ensure t ha t  at tendants a r e  t ra ined i n  f i r e  

-. procedures with the F i r e  Brigade being consulted as  appropriate. 
Ins t ruc t ion  should include a demonstration of the  locations and 
use of f i re f igh t ing  equipment provided, how t o  c a l l  the F i r e  
Brigade and the evacuation procedures. 

CALLING THE F?RE BRIGADE: 

3.8 The Fire  Brigade should be ca l led  immediately t o  every outbreak 
of fire from the nearest  avai lable  telephone. Inst ruct ions  as  t o  
t he  locat ion of the nearest  exchange telephone and the method of 
ca l l i ng  the F i r e  Brigade should be prominently displayed. I f  an 
exchange telephone i s  not readi ly  avai lable ,  consideration should 
be given t o  the provision of portable telephone f a c i l i t i e s .  



4 CONSTRUCTION 

4.1 From the sa fe ty  point of view, t en t s ,  marquees, pneumatic 
s t ruc tures ,  a ir  supported s t ruc tures  and s imilar  s t ruc tures  w i l l  
present d i f f i c u l t i e s  not generally found i n  conventional 
buildings. These w i l l  range from managing the provision and 
maintenance of the  s t ruc tu ra l  and other  sa fe ty  fea tures ,  t o  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  for  the public who w i l l  of ten f ind t h e i r  routes of 
egress t o  be over uneven ground, temporary flooring,  duckboards, 
ramps, stairways,  e t c  ra ther  than the permanent surfaces t o  be 
found i n  conventional buildings. Consideration therefore needs t o  
be given t o  the varying a c t i v i t i e s  and the type and sca le  of the 
assembled audience. 

4.2 I n  addit ion t o  the normal i g n i t a b i l i t y  and flame spread hazard 
associated with the use of l a rge  areas of t e x t i l e  materials,  it 
i s  possible t h a t  other hazards, ie  high leve ls  of tox ic i ty ,  could 
a l so  be present through the use of cer ta in  modern materials,  eg 
fluorocarbon polymers, i n  the construction of the s t ruc ture .  The 
nature of a l l  the materials used i n  the  s t ruc ture  should .- 
therefore be established and advice sought i f  unusual materials 
a r e  present. 

4 .3  New manufactured membranes and fabr ics  should be of inherently 
flame-retarded f ab r i c  o r  durably flame-retarded f ab r i c  when 
tes ted  t o  Br i t i sh  Standard 5438 Tests  ZA and 28 with a 10 second 
flame appl icat ion time i n  each case. Existing materials and 
s t ruc tures  manufactured t o  the  previous Br i t i sh  Standard 3120 
continue t o  be acceptable. Other sheet  materials should be Class 
1 surface spread of flame i n  accordance with Br i t i sh  Standard 
476: Pa r t  7. Materials should be f r e e  of flaming molten droplet  
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  and should not readi ly  support combustion. 

NOTE 1 - With regard t o  ex is t ing  tented s t ruc tures  the standard 
quoted above (Br i t i sh  Standard 3120) is only considered t o  be 
acceptable during the intervening period of the normal 
replacement of old stock. During the same replacement period of -- 
old stock, relevant au thor i t i es  may a l so  wish t o  consider whether 
non-flame-retarded fabr ic ,  i e  f ab r i c  which does not meet e i t he r  
Br i t i sh  Standard, i s  acceptable f o r  ce r t a in  anc i l la ry  uses. 

NOTE 2 - It should a lso be noted t h a t  t he  Br i t i sh  Standards 
In s t i t u t i on  have recently published Br i t i sh  Standard 7157. This 
method of test i s  also acceptable. 

4.4 The re levant  authori ty  may require the  organiser t o  provide a 
c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  other evidence from a body of recognised standing 
t o  show compliance with the provisions of paragraph 4.3. 



4.5 A l l  supporting poles,  frames, guys, s takes ,  anchors, fastenings 
e t c  should be regular ly  tes ted by the suppl ier  and maintained i n  
a s a fe  condition. The s t ruc ture  should be erected by a competent 
person and should not readi ly  collapse when exposed t o  f i r e .  

AIR SUPPORTED AND PNEUMATIC STRUCTURE3 

4.6  The recommendations of Br i t i sh  Standard 6661 apply only t o  a i r  
supported s t ruc tures .  The materials used i n  the construction of 
pneumatic s t ruc tures  should therefore  comply with the 
recommendations contained i n  paragraph 4.3 of t h i s  Code of 
Guidance. However, f o r  the purposes of t h i s  guide, where the 
s t ruc tu re  is t o  be used f o r  l icensed entertainment, the  
recommendations contained i n  t h i s  guide i n  preference t o  clauses 
20, 21 and 22 of Br i t i sh  Standard 6661. 

AIR SUPPORTED STRUCTURES 

4.7 The s t ruc tures ,  including foundations and a l l  o ther  elements 
necessary f o r  the  sa fe ty  of occupants, should be inspected a t  
regular i n t e rva l s  and should be adequately maintained. 

4.8 The s t ruc tures  should have adequate emergency e x i t s ,  emergency 
l igh t ing ,  emergency e x i t  s igns ,  maximum and minimum pressure 
l imi t ing  devices and audible warnings, automatically operated 
standby fans and an a l te rna t ive  power source t o  operate under 
pressure l o s s  and/or f a i l u r e  of the primary power source and an 
emergency support system. 

PNEXJMATIC STRUCTURES 

4.9  A r i s k  pecul iar  t o  pneumatic s t ruc tures  is tha t  t h e i r  s t a b i l i t y  
is dependent upon a supply of air  under pressure which is 
provided and maintained by mechanical fans. Additionally such 
s t ruc tures  comprise extensive areas  of f l ex ib l e  membrane material  
which, l i k e  those used f o r  t en t s ,  require pa r t i cu l a r  care  i n  
select ion.  

4.10 For these reasons, sa fe ty  measures peculiar t o  pneumatic 
s t ruc tures  include r e l i a b i l i t y  of a i r  supply systems supplemented 
by secondary support systems t o  maintain c l ea r  e x i t  routes i n  
case of col lapse together with the se lec t ion  of su i t ab l e  (flame- 
retarded) membrane materials.  The dis tance of t rave l  from any 
pa r t  of the  s t ruc tu re  t o  the  protect ion of such a secondary 
support system should not be more than 12 metres, with a minimum 
headroom of 2.5 metres. 

PERFORMANCE IN FIRE 

4.11 The membrane of an a i r  supported s t ruc tu re  should not readi ly  
support combustion. Experience has shown tha t  PVC coated 
polyesters and polyamides and unreinforced polythene generally 
perform s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  under f i r e  conditions. Detai ls  of f i r e  
t e s t s  which have been carr ied out a r e  given i n  paragraph 4.12. 



4.12 A small number of f i r e  t e s t s  on a i r  supported s t ruc tures  of 
various s i z e s  have shown that:- 

( a )  a f i r e  produces smoke and toxic  fumes which f i l l  the 
s t ruc tu re  i f  the  membrane is not damaged. The quanti ty of fumes 
and the subsequent smoke leve l  depend on the nature of the  f i r e ,  
but a small s t ruc ture  w i l l  f i l l  with smoke more quickly than a 
la rge  one. The opening of e x i t s  has the e f f e c t  of causing smoke 
movement towards them. High leve l  vents reduce t h i s  e f f e c t ;  and 

(b)  i f  the  flames reach and damage the membranes a t  a high l eve l  
(above 2.5 m )  , other gases w i l l  be driven towards the hole so 
produced thus decreasing the density of smoke and the hazard t o  
the occupants. The in te rna l  pressure w i l l ,  however, be reduced 
and, depending on the s i z e  of the hole,  the  fan capacity and the 
number of doors opened, the s t ruc tu re  may collapse. 

FIRE SPREAD 

4.13 Rigid l in ings  such as  wall boards used i n  s t ructures  should be 
not l e s s  than a Class 1 surface of flame r a t ing  as  described i n  
Br i t i sh  Standard 476: Par t  7. 

FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS, FLOOR COVERINGS E7IY: 

ADVICE ON FLOOR COVERINGS 

4.14 Some f loo r  coverings w i l l ,  when involved i n  f i r e ,  react  t o  pro- 
duce la rge  volumes of heat and toxic  smoke although the surface 
spread of flame may be r e l a t i ve ly  slow. The poss ib i l i t y  t h a t  the 
f l oo r  coverings may present a hazard t o  means of escape should 
not be overlooked and should feature  i n  the overal l  assessment of 
s u i t a b i l i t y  of surfaces,  walls and ce i l i ngs  t o  protected routes.  
I f  new f loo r  coverings are  t o  be i n s t a l l e d  t o  overcome t h i s  
problem, they should comply with Br i t i sh  Standard 5287 as  con- 
forming t o  the low radius of f i r e  spread (up t o  35 mm) when 
tes ted  i n  accordance with Br i t i sh  Standard 4790. 

ADVICE ON mTRNITURE AND FURNISHINGS, AND SYNTHFPIC MATERIALS 

4.15 Furniture and furnishings which a re  e a s i l y  igni ted o r  demonstrate 
rapid spread of flame charac te r i s t ics  present a par t icu la r  f i r e  
hazard and t h e i r  presence w i l l  be a fac tor  i n  determining the 
acceptabi l i ty  of escape routes and i n  par t icu la r  of protected 
routes. 

UPHOLSTERED mTRNITURE 

4.16 It is recommended tha t  upholstered furn i ture  should only contain 
those f i l l i n g  materials specif ied i n  the Furniture and 
Furnishings (F i re )  (Safety) Regulations 1988; and tha t  i nv i s ib l e  
pa r t s  of permanent covers comply with the provisions of the 
Furniture and Furnishings (F i re )  (Safety) (Amendment) Regulations 
1989. The furn i ture  should s a t i s f y  as  a minimum standard Igni t ion 
Source 0 ( c iga re t t e  t e s t )  of Br i t i sh  Standard 5852: Par t  1 and 
Igni t ion Source 5 (timber c r ib  t e s t )  of Br i t i sh  Standard 5852: 



Par t  2. However, i t  should be noted tha t  Br i t i sh  Standard 5852 
does not t e s t  the  res is tance t o  i gn i t i on  of the underside of the  
seat ing.  I n  addit ion,  where the cover material ,  o r  any b a r r i e r  
fabr ic ,  has been t reated chemically t o  impart a degree of flame 
retardence,  it should be subjected t o  the water soak t e s t ,  as  
advocated i n  the Furniture and Furnishings (F i r e )  (Safety) 
Regulations 1988. The new standards should be applied when 
refurbishment and replacement takes place. 

4.17 Application f o r  consent f o r  upholstered furn i ture  should, where 
required, be made t o  the l i cens ing  authori ty  i n  wri t ing and 
should be accompanied by f u l l  d e t a i l s  of the materials t o  be used 
and a c e r t i f i c a t e  from an approved t e s t i ng  establishment. The 
l icensing authori ty  may, a f t e r  consideration of spec i f i c  
circumstances of use, vary the l eve l  of ign i t ion  source t h a t  
sea t ing  is required t o  meet. 

4.18 A l l  f ixed and movable seat ing should be maintained f r e e  from 
t e a r s ,  r i p s  e t c ,  which would r e s u l t  i n  the  f i l l i n g  being exposed. 

ADVICE ON CURTAINS OR FABFSCS 

4.19 ( a )  Any cur ta ins ,  fabr ics  o r  other  drapes hung i n  places of 
entertainment should be of durably flame-retarded f ab r i c  o r  
inherent ly  flame-retarded fabr ic  and should conform with Br i t i sh  
Standard 5867: Par t  2 f ab r i c  type B. Curtains o r  drapes should 
not  conceal notices and should be hung so as  not t o  t r a i l  on the 
f loor .  

(b )  Attention is drawn t o  the Department of Environment t e s t  
outl ined i n  the "Department of the  Environment F i r e  Retardent 
Specif icat ion No 7 ,  Igni t ion Standards fo r  Curtains". Fabrics 
should be tes ted using Igni t ion Source 5 (timber c r i b  t e s t )  of 
Br i t i sh  Standard 5852: Par t  2. Licensees may wish t o  consider the 
use of t h i s  t e s t  which subjects  cur ta ins ,  hangings and drapes t o  
a more searching indication of a mater ia l ' s  performance i n  a f i r e  
s i t ua t ion .  The appropriate procedure i n  Br i t i sh  Standard 5651 
should be completed p r io r  t o  t h i s  t e s t  i n  respect of those 
fabr ics  which have been chemically t rea ted .  

( c )  Where cur ta ins  a r e  permitted i n  f ron t  of f i r e  e x i t  doors they 
should be hung so as  not t o  obstruct  e x i t  signs and be arranged 
so a s  not t o  t r a i l  on the f l oo r  and with a centre opening when i n  
f ron t  of pa i r s  of doors. They should only be permitted where 
attendants a r e  present nearby t o  open the cur ta ins  i n  the  event 
of an emergency. 

4.20 The approval of spec i f ic  non-durably flame-retarded fabr ics  may 
be considered. 

4.21 Temporary decorations should not be used unless approved. 



4.22 Application for  consent f o r  a l l  decorations, cur ta ins  and 
hangings should be made t o  the l icensing authority i n  wri t ing and 
should be accompanied by f u l l  d e t a i l s ,  including samples where 
required, (not  l e s s  than lOOOmm x 500mm) of the material proposed 
t o  be used and, i n  the  case of temporary decorations, a statement 
a s  t o  the  period f o r  which i t  is desired t o  r e t a in  the 
decorations. 

ARTIFICIAL AND DRIED FOLIAGE 

4.23 It is not possible t o  assess dr ied o r  a r t i f i c i a l  fol iage i n  terms 
of flame retarded fabr ics  using formal laboratory test methods. 
It is, however, recommended t h a t  these and s imilar  items be 
subjected t o  ign i t ion  t e s t s  (but not i n  s i t u )  using small flaming 
sources comparable t o  those used f o r  t e s t i ng  drapes and 
curtaining,  as  follows:- 

a su i tab le  small flaming ign i t ion  source, the match equivalent 
butane flame Igni t ion Source 1 specif ied i n  Br i t i sh  Standard 
5852: Par t  1, should be applied t o  the t rea ted  leaves,  flowers, 
e t c ,  of the sample for  20 seconds. Igni t ion is acceptable during 
the application of the i gn i t i ng  flame but ,  on i ts  removal, 
flaming, whilst  continuing loca l ly ,  should not spread beyond the 
area f i r s t  ignited.  

4.24 A s  it has been found d i f f i c u l t  t o  t o t a l l y  i nh ib i t  the production 
of flaming droplets  o r  debris from the so l id  p l a s t i c s  pa r t s  of 
a r t i f i c i a l  fol iage such as  stems, the l icensing authori ty  should 
consider fac tors  such as:- 

( a )  the location; 

(b) the ease of access by the public;  and 

( c )  the overal l  amounts of a r t i f i c i a l  fol iage present. 

4.25 A l l  a r t i f i c i a l  and dr ied fol iage used f o r  decorative purposes i n  
public areas should be flame retardent  treated.  A s  flame 
retardent  treatments can be adversely affected by contact with 
moisture (as  t h i s  can cause r ec rys t a l l i s a t i on  on su r f aces ) ,  
periodic retreatment may be required t o  maintain the 
effectiveness of the flame retardent  treatment and/or t o  maintain 
an acceptable appearance. The l icensing authority should 
therefore consider a policy of reappraisal  of such t reated items. 

4.26 Dried flowers and grasses should not be sprayed with h a i r  lacquer 
o r  other l i k e  substance, as  such treatment w i l l  only enhance the 
ease of ign i t ion  and r a t e  of f i r e  spread. 



5 MEANS OF ESCAPE MIR ENCLOSED OR COVERED STRU- 

GENERAL 

5.1 I n  the event of a f i r e  breaking out i n  a s t ruc tu re  i t  is 
e s sen t i a l  t h a t  everyone is made aware of the  danger and i s  able  
t o  reach a place of sa fe ty  before being overcome by smoke, toxic  

. 
gas o r  other  products of combustion. 

5.2  On becoming aware of the need t o  evacuate the s t ruc tu re ,  persons 
- w i l l  f requently look f i r s t  t o  the  way they entered but i f  t h i s  

cannot be reached (perhaps because of the posi t ion of the  f i r e  o r  
smoke) an understandable i n s t i nc t  w i l l  be t o  turn away from the 

- danger and seek an a l te rna t ive  route t o  a place of safety .  The 
public may nevertheless underestimate the  r i s k  and may be 
re luctant  t o  use e x i t s  with which they a re  unfamiliar. The 

- importance of t r a in ing  s t a f f  i n  ensuring tha t  the public r eac t  
and leave promptly should not be understated. 

5.3 Persons should be able t o  walk t o  sa fe ty  along a c l ea r ly  
recognisable route by t h e i r  own unaided e f f o r t s  regardless of 
where the f i r e  might break out i n  the s t ruc ture .  However, i t  i s  
recognised t h a t  i t  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  not impossible, f o r  some 
people with d i s a b i l i t i e s  t o  make t h e i r  way t o  a place of s a fe ty  
without the  ass is tance of others.  (See Places of Entertainment 
Code of Guidance No 5 ) .  

- 
OCCWANT CAPACITY 

5.4 The technical requirements for  means of escape from buildings 
. (including s t ruc tures )  which a re  common today and the fac tors  

governing these requirements have developed through the course of 
t h i s  century from research,  observations and experience i n  many 
countries.  These fac tors  are  largely interdependent and include 
evacuation time, the distance t o  e x i t s ,  and the number, width and 
s i t i n g  of ex i t s .  Collectively,  the  number and width of e x i t s  
determine the ' e x i t  capacity '  which together with the s i t i n g  of 
e x i t s  determines the number of persons allowed - the 'occupant 
capaci ty ' .  

5.5 If the provision of e x i t s  is sa t i s f ac to ry , the  maximum number of 
persons admitted t o  any booth, t en t  o r  enclosed s t ruc tu re  should 
be based on the following formulae - 

- 
( a )  f o r  a standing audience 0.3 sq metres per  person; 

(b )  fo r  a seated audience 0.6 sq metres per  person o r  the number 
of s ea t s ,  whichever r e su l t s  i n  the  l e s s e r  number of persons 
allowed; 

( c )  for  dancing 1 sq metre per person. 

These figures include an allowance f o r  gangways and passageways. 



EXITS 

5.6 Every s t ruc ture  should be provided with e x i t s  which a r e  
su f f i c i en t  for  the  number of occupants i n  r e l a t i on  t o  t h e i r  
width, number and s i t i n g .  Normally no e x i t  should be less than 
1.05m wide. It should be noted tha t  the width between two s ide  
poles i n  a tented s t ruc ture  is a t  times as  l i t t l e  as  950mm. 

5.7 The required minimum width of any f i n a l  e x i t  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  the  
number of occupants who may have t o  use it should be determined 
by the following table:-  

Minimum c l ea r  width of e x i t  Number of persons 

NOTE - The maximum acceptable value of width of e x i t  is 4 un i t s  
(1.95m). Therefore f o r  higher numbers of persons, ex t ra  e x i t s  

w i l l  be required. 

5.8 Where the room is intended t o  hold more than 50 persons there  
should be not less than 2 e x i t s  (see  paragraph 5.11). 

5.9 Where the room i s  intended t o  hold more than 50 persons, an 
allowance should be made f o r  the poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  one e x i t  may be 
obstructed and not avai lable  because of f i r e  o r  smoke o r  other 
hazard. A l l  ex i t s  should comply with the widths required by 
paragraph 5.7. 

5.10 Any addi t ional  e x i t  necessary t o  comply with the provisions of 
paragraphs 5.8 and 5.9 may discharge through an adjacent room, 
provided tha t  there is a c l ea r  and d i r ec t  path t o  a f i n a l  e x i t .  

5.11 The required f i n a l  e x i t s  should be d i s t r ibu ted  evenly around the 
s t ruc tu re  so  tha t  genuine a l te rna t ive  routes a r e  avai lable  from 
a l l  par t s .  

5.12 From any pa r t  of a s t ruc ture  having more than one e x i t  the 
dis tance of t rave l  should normally be not more than 18 metres. 
After the first 6.5 metres, the remainder of the route should 
lead i n  a d i f fe ren t  direct ion from the route t o  any a l t e rna t ive  
e x i t .  I n  rooms having only one e x i t ,  the  distance of t r ave l  
should be not more than 6.5 metres. 

5.13 I n  determining the distance of t rave l ,  an ex t ra  fac tor  should be 
added where there a r e  temporary ramps o r  stairways along the 
route.  I f  the route i s  t o  include temporary ramps o r  stairways,  
an addit ional 0.25 metres should be added t o  the calculat ion of 
dis tance of t rave l  for  every 1 metre of the ramp o r  stairway. 
Thus, i f  the actual  distance t o  the f i n a l  e x i t  i s  20 metres, of 
which 10 metres i s  a stairway, the distance of t rave l  should be 
regarded as  22.5 metres. 



5.14 Where ramps a re  used i n  gangways, regular ly  spaced bat tens  o r  a 
non-slip surface should be provided so  a s  t o  prevent f a l l s  and 
s l i p s .  Gradients should not be i n  excess of 1 i n  12. 

FLOORS AND TIERS 

5.15 No f loor  o r  t i e r  whether temporary o r  permanent should be 
constructed with a slope of more than 35 degrees t o  the 
horizontal .  Floor coverings should be f i t t e d  so  tha t  they do not 
cons t i tu te  an obstruction o r  t r ipping hazard. 

MIT ROUTES 

5.16 Exit  routes should be kept f r e e  from obstruction a t  a l l  times. 

5.17 While any person is within the s t ruc tu re ,  the doors of the 
s t ruc tu re  and of any room within the s t ruc tu re  which affords a 
means of e x i t ,  should not be locked o r  fastened i n  such a manner 
t h a t  they cannot ea s i ly  and immediately be opened from the 
inside.  A l l  doors on an e x i t  route should open outwards so tha t  
people can escape i n  an emergency, without impediment. Where e x i t  
doors have t o  be secured against  outside in t ruders ,  they should 
be f i t t e d  with panic bo l t s  o r  la tches .  

5.18 Panic bo l t s  o r  la tches  should be without sharp projections and 
should be of such pa t te rn  tha t  normal horizontal  pressure on the 
push-bar w i l l  open the door. The push-bar should be placed a t  a 
height within the range of 900mm-l.lm from the f loor .  The words 
'PUSH BAR TO OPEN' should be displayed conspicuously i n  block 
l e t t e r s  not l e s s  than 50mm i n  height immediately above o r  below 
the  push-bar. Panic bo l t s  should be of a s t rong type and the 
working pa r t s  should be properly maintained. Panic bo l t s  and 
panic la tches  f i t t e d  a f t e r  the  publication of t h i s  guide should 
comply with Br i t i sh  Standard 5725: Pa r t  1. 

5.19 Exits which consis t  of wall f l aps  o r  s imi la r  material  a r e  only 
considered su i t ab l e  f o r  use where small numbers of persons a r e  
accommodated. In  such circumstances the e x i t s  should be boldly 
indicated a t  the edges and so arranged as  t o  be opened eas i ly  and 
immediately from the inside.  Whenever more than 50 persons a r e  t o  
be accommodated i n  a tented s t ruc ture  a l l  e x i t s  affording means 
of escape should consis t  of conventional outward opening doors 
f i t t e d  with su i t ab l e  emergency fastenings and c lear ly  indicated.  

5.20 Where weather conditions make it necessary t o  keep door f laps  
down o r  loosely t i e d ,  an attendant should be permanently on duty 
a t  each e x i t  a t  a l l  times when members of the public are  
present,  t o  open the f laps  i n  an emergency. 

5.21 Guy ropes, t en t  pegs and s takes  should not be allowed t o  obstruct  
a route t o  a place of sa fe ty .  Where they f lank such a route ,  they 
should be shielded t o  form a passageway, o r  marked and 
illuminated so  they can be seen c lear ly  a t  a l l  times. 



EXIT AND DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 

5.22 A l l  e x i t s  considered necessary f o r  means of escape should be 
c l ea r ly  and conspicuously indicated.  

5.23 A l l  f i r e  sa fe ty  signs, notices and graphic symbols should conform 
with Br i t i sh  Standard 5499: Par t  1, and with Br i t i sh  Standard 
2560 f o r  in te rna l ly  illuminated e x i t  signs.  Self-luminous f i r e  
sa fe ty  signs should a l so  comply with the requirements of Br i t i sh  
Standard 5499: Par t  2. Existing signs and notices which do not 
meet the Br i t i sh  Standard need not be replaced immediately i f  
they a re  e f fec t ive ly  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  purpose. They should 
however be examined and replaced i f  they a re  found t o  be 
inadequate. 

5.24 Self-luminous f i r e  sa fe ty  s igns  w i l l  not generally be allowed 
where the viewing distance exceeds 24m. 

5.25 Maintained in te rna l ly  illuminated e x i t  signs w i l l  be required 
where the l igh t ing  nay be dimmed o r  extinguished. 

5.26 Exit  s igns  should be illuminated whenever the public a r e  present. 

5.27 A not ice  bearing the word 'EXIT'  i n  pla in  block l e t t e r i n g  not 
less than 125mm high should be placed over any door o r  opening 
leading from the place of assembly t o  an ex i t .  The not ice  should 
be positioned, wherever possible,  between 2m and 2 .5~1  above the 
f l oo r .  No other not ice  should be incorporated i n ,  o r  form pa r t  
o f ,  an 'EXIT' notice other than a direct ional  arrow. 

5.28 An e x i t  which i s  not a normal route of t rave l  from a s t ruc ture  
should be indicated by a not ice  bearing the words 'Exi t '  o r  
'Emergency Exi t ' .  The not ice  should, wherever possible,  be 
displayed immediately above the e x i t  opening. Where t h i s  is not 
possible a posit ion should be chosen close by where the notice 
can be seen and i t  is l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  be obstructed. 

5.29 Where an e x i t  cannot be seen o r  where persons escaping from the 
s t ruc tu re  might be i n  doubt as  t o  the locat ion of the e x i t ,  
'Exi t '  o r  'Emergency Exit '  no t ices ,  t o  include a d i rec t iona l  
arrow, should be provided. Such notices should be fixed i n  
conspicuous posit ions a t  su i t ab l e  points along an escape route 
and wherever possible should be positioned between 2m and 2.510 
above the f loor  level .  

5.30 A not ice  with the words 'F i re  escape - Keep c l ea r '  should be 
permanently displayed a t  about eye leve l  on the external  face of 
a l l  doors which a re  provided so l e ly  a s  a means of escape i n  case 
of f i r e  and which, because they a re  not normally used, a r e  l i a b l e  
t o  be obstructed. 

6 SEATING AND GANGWAYS 

6.1 There should i n  a l l  cases be an unobstructed seatway o r  space a t  
l e a s t  305 mm measured between perpendiculars between the back of 
one s e a t  and the f ront  of the s ea t  immediately behind. 



6.2 The number of s ea t s  i n  a row should not exceed - 

( a )  7 sea t s  where there  is a gangway a t  one end only. However, 
longer rows of up t o  11 sea t s  may be allowed i f  the  seatway i s  
increased by 25 mn for  each sea t  over 7;  and 

(b) 14 seats where there  i s  a gangway a t  each end. However. 
longer rows of up t o  22 sea t s  with a gangway a t  each end may be 
allowed i f  the seatway being increased by 25 mm fo r  each 
addi t ional  p a i r  of s ea t s  and/or any odd seat over 14. 

6.3 Seats i n  t en t s  and marquees holding more than 30 people should 
e i t h e r  be fixed securely i n  posi t ion o r  r i g id ly  linked together 
i n  rows. No row should be l e s s  than 4 sea t s .  Seats on a sloping 
f loor  should be fixed i n  posit ion.  

6.4 I n  circumstances where more than 250 temporary sea t s  a r e  t o  be 
used i n  the s t ruc ture  the following arrangements should apply:- 

( a )  chairs  o r  other s ing le  s e a t s  should be secured together 
i n  lengths of not fewer than 4 s ea t s  and not more than 12 so  
t h a t  the  s ea t s  cannot be separated from each other merely by 
pushing one o r  more sea t s  i n  the row ( the  only exception 
being chairs  i n  boxes o r  other  approved enclosures);  and 

(b) provision should be made f o r  the  rows of sea t ing  
flanking the gangways t o  be fixed t o  the f loor  e f fec t ive ly  
preventing the individual s ea t s  o r  rows from being dislodged 
i n t o  the gangways o r  from being toppled over, except that : -  

(i) only end sea t s  of such rows need t o  be fixed t o  the  
f l oo r  i f  a l l  s ea t s  i n  each row a re  secured together;  o r  

(ii) only the end s e a t s  of each length of sea t ing  
referred t o  i n  sub-paragraph ( a )  above which form such 
rows need be fixed t o  the  f loor .  

NOTE - I n  s t ruc tures  which a r e  intended t o  be used only 
occasionally f o r  c losely seated audiences, where the f ix ing  of 
seat ing t o  the  f loor  is impracticable o r  undesirable, the  use of 
f l oo r  bars instead of f loor  screws may be permitted. Such f loo r  
bars should be no more than 25mm i n  height ,  have a cambered top 
surface so a s  t o  avoid the r i s k  of t r ipp ing  persons using the 
seatways, and should extend from the row t o  be fixed t o  a t  l e a s t  
two adjacent rows, but should not extend across any gangways. 

6.5 Seats should be of adequate s t rength ,  soundly formed and f r e e  
from defects  which may cause in jury  t o  the public. 

6.6 Where sea t ing  f o r  more than 100 people i s  provided. a sea t ing  
layout should accompany the appl icat ion fo r  a l icence.  A sca l e  
plan of the arrangements fo r  s e a t s ,  gangways and e x i t s  should be 
readi ly  avai lable  fo r  inspection. 



6.7 Spaces beneath t i e r ed  seat ing should not be used f o r  s torage and 
should be made a s  secure as  practicable.  Such spaces and the 
spaces between and under timber f loor ing should be kept c l ea r  of 
accumulations of rubbish, and these spaces should be checked 
between performances. 

6.8 I n  enclosures containing seat ing,  displays e t c ,  gangways should 
be arranged and maintained f ree  of obstruction so t h a t  reasonably 
d i r e c t  access t o  the e x i t s  is provided. 

6.9 Gangways should be of suf f ic ien t  width f o r  the  occupancy. Their 
width should be calculated i n  accordance with the width of e x i t s ,  
but should i n  no case be l e s s  than 1.051~ wide. The creat ion of 
bottle-neck conditions which might cause obstruction t o  persons 
making t h e i r  way out of the s t ruc ture  should be avoided. 

6.10 Where s teps  a r e  used as  gangways, the r i s e r s  should be sealed o r  
formed so tha t  people cannot inadvertently s tep  through them. 
S t a i r  treads should have a going of not l e s s  than 280mm exclusive 
of any nosing. Risers should not be more than l 9 O m m  i n  height.  
The width, r i s e  and going of s teps  should be uniform. Handrails 
should be provided a s  necessary. 

ENCLOSED STRUCTURES HAVING A STAG 

6.11 Information on s tages ,  platforms, s tage areas,  scenery and 
proper t ies  is contained i n  Code No 5; Places of Entertainment. 

7 USE OF ELEXXRICITY 

LIGHTING 

7.1 A l l  p a r t s  of the s t ruc ture  t o  which the public have access and 
a l l  external exitways should, i f  intended f o r  use i n  the  absence 
of dayl ight ,  be provided with normal l igh t ing  capable of 
providing su f f i c i en t  illumination of those pa r t s  f o r  the  public 
t o  leave the s t ruc ture  safely .  

7.2 A minimum standard of illumination should be maintained so tha t  
the s t ruc tu re  cannot be plunged i n t o  t o t a l  darkness whether 
de l ibera te ly  o r  accidently. Emergency l igh t ing  in s t a l l ed  t o  
comply with Br i t i sh  standard 5266 w i l l  be deemed t o  s a t i s f y  t h i s  
requirement. The emergency l i gh t ing  system should be regularly 
serviced and should be tes ted before the public are  admitted t o  
the s t ruc ture .  

7.3 I f  a t  any t i m e  there  is a f a i l u re  of the l i gh t ing  referred t o  i n  
paragraph 7.2 the pa r t s  of the s t ruc tu re  affected,  including the 
s igns  referred t o  i n  paragraph 5.26 should immediately be 
illuminated by some a l te rna t ive  means which enable the public t o  
see t h e i r  way out of the s t ruc ture  i n  safety .  

7.4 The normal l i gh t ing  should be kept on a t  a l l  times when the 
public a r e  i n  the s t ruc ture ,  except i n  any pa r t  which is well lit 
by daylight,  and should i l luminate a l l  e x i t  f i r e  sa fe ty  signs 
unless they a r e  self-luminous f i r e  sa fe ty  signs.  



7.5 I n  the case of temporary s t ruc tu re s  which a re  erected f o r  a 
l imited period, o r  a r e  used as  p a r t  of a t rave l l ing  
entertainment, a current c e r t i f i c a t e  signed by a competent person 
confirming tha t  the  emergency l i gh t ing  i n s t a l l a t i o n  meets the 
requirements of Br i t i sh  Standard 5266: Pa r t  1 should be 
acceptable, subject  t o  a functional test p r io r  t o  the f i r s t  
admission of the public. 

7.6 Heat producing luminaires should be i n s t a l l e d  su f f i c i en t ly  c l ea r  
of combustible materials t o  avoid the r i s k  of f i r e .  

7.7 The power supply and switching arrangements t o  the  l i gh t ing  
should be protected so  as  t o  prevent unauthorised interference.  

7.8 I n  enclosed s t ruc tures  emergency l i gh t ing  should adequately 
i l luminate e x i t  routes,  s t a i r ca ses ,  changes i n  l eve l  and s igns .  
This may range from a su f f i c i en t  number of dry ba t te ry  handlamps 
i n  the care  of responsible o f f i c i a l s  (eg occasional dance) t o  a 
more permanent secondary source of supply (eg secondary bat tery 
system, e l e c t r i c i t y  from a generator o r  other  independent means) 
f o r  functions carr ied over a number of days and a t  which large 
numbers of persons might be present.  

7.9 A l l  e l e c t r i c a l  wiring and apparatus should comply with the 
"Requirements for  Safety" l a i d  down i n  the I n s t i t u t i o n  of Elec- 
t r i c a l  Engineers "Regulations f o r  the E lec t r i ca l  Equipment of 
Buildings (Temporary Ins t a l l a t i ons ) "  and t o  the s a t i s f ac t ion  of 
the  S t a t e s  E lec t r i c i t y  Board. Wiring and apparatus should as  f a r  
a s  is possible be carr ied c l ea r  of canvas o r  other  combustible 
materials,  and so  positioned as  t o  prevent unauthorised in t e r f e r -  
ence. 

7.10 E lec t r i ca l  generators should be positioned well c l ea r  of 
tentage and under the  c lose supervision of a competent person a t  
a l l  times when i n  use. 

8 MEANS FOR GIVING WARNING I N  CASE OF FIRE 

8.1 Means should be provided f o r  giving warning i n  case of f i r e  from 
t e n t s ,  booths and enclosed s t ruc tures .  The means of r a i s ing  the 
alarm should be such as  t o  avoid c rea t ing  panic i n  an audience, 
whi ls t  giving in s t an t  warning t o  the  appropriate members of 
s t a f f .  The use of a public address system with an agreed 
procedure may be su f f i c i en t .  

9 MEANS FOR FIGHTING FIRE 

9.1  Properly maintained means should be provided f o r  f igh t ing  f i r e  
(eg portable f i r e  extinguishers) which should be so  placed as t o  
be readi ly  avai lable  f o r  use. 

9.2 A s  the  most l i k e l y  f i r e  w i l l  be i n  ordinary combustible 
mater ia ls ,  water is normally t he  bes t  agent. One extinguisher 
should be provided f o r  each 200 sq m of f l oo r  area  with a minimum 
of 2 (excepting small premises with f loor  area  of less than 100 



sq m when 1 extinguisher w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t ) .  I f  other r i sks  are 
more prevalent (eg flammable l iqu ids  o r  e l e c t r i c a l )  then special  
extinguishers should be supplied a t  l e a s t  a t  the  same r a t i o .  

10 rn FIRE PRECAUTIONS 

SMOKING 

10.1 A s  a general ru le  smoking should not be allowed anywhere i n  the 
s t ruc ture .  

GAS S A m  

10.2 Compliance with the UK Gas Safety ( In s t a l l a t i on  and Use) 
Regulations 1984, would be deemed t o  s a t i s f y  where general 
sa fe ty  is concerned. I n  case of doubt the Guernsey Gas Light Co 
Ltd should be consulted. 

1 0 .  Containers of l iquef ied petroleum gas (LPG) should be protected 
against  unauthorised interference and accidental  leakage. LPG 
cylinders,  both f u l l  and empty, should be kept i n  s a fe  posit ions 
i n  the  open a i r  away from other flammable mater ia ls ,  o r  where 
t h i s  i s  not reasonably pract icable  because of exceptional 
circumstances, i n  an adequately vent i la ted  storeroom constructed 
i n  accordance with Health and Safety Executive Guidance Note CS 
4 - 'The keeping of LPG i n  cylinders and s imi la r  containers'  
(HMSO, ISBN 0 11 883539 4 ) .  The storeroom should not be used f o r  
any purpose other than the storage of LPG cylinders.  LPG 
cylinders i n  use should be s i t e d  outside the s t ruc tu re  with 
t h e i r  valves readi ly  accessible i n  case of an emergency. 

10.4 Cooking should preferably be carr ied out i n  a separate ten t .  
Where, however, t h i s  cannot be done the cooking appliances 
should be positioned well c l ea r  of t e n t  walls,  roofs and 
any other  combustible materials.  Members of the  public must not 
be present when cooking i s  carr ied out. 

10.5 Flammable gas should not be used f o r  f i l l i n g  balloons, 
whether f o r  s a l e  o r  decoration. 

HEATING 

10.6 Any heating appliance should be of an approved type and should 
be i n s t a l l e d  t o  the s a t i s f ac t ion  of the  Guernsey Gas Light Co 
Ltd. 

10.7 Heating appliances not fixed i n  posit ion o r  using naked flame 
should not be allowed i n  s t ruc tures  while the  public a r e  
present. I f  used a t  other times, they should be under constant 
supervision and should be switched off o r  extinguished and 
removed t o  a sa fe  place outside the s t ruc tu re  when not i n  use. 



GRASS. WGETATION AND COMFJUSTIBLE MATERIAL 

10.8 A l l  grass  and vegetation around s t ruc tures  should be kept as  
shor t  a s  possible and cut t ings  should be removed. 

10.9 The spaces beneath and between vehicles ,  caravans and t r a i l e r s  
should not be used fo r  the  s torage of combustible material .  

10.10 Grass should be cut  a s  shor t  as  possible before the erect ion of 
tentage is commenced and the cut t ings  should be raked c lear .  I n  
exceptionally dry weather the  s i t e  should be watered before 
e rec t ing  the tentage. 

RUBBISH DISPOSAL 

10.11 Rubbish of a l l  kinds should be deposited i n  non-combustible 
containers of a su i tab le  type, and arrangements should be made 
f o r  its removal a t  su i tab ly  frequent in te rva ls .  

10.12 Burning rubbish should be prohibited on s i t e  u n t i l  a l l  t en t s  
have been taken down. Where the tentage i s  t o  remain i n  s i t e  
over a prolonged period, arrangements should be made fo r  d a i l y  
s a fe  disposal of a l l  combustible rubbish. 

10.13 On la rge  sites it may be possible t o  arrange burning of 
these materials a t  a sa fe  posi t ion well removed from any 
tented s t ruc tures .  

E'IAMWBLE LIQUIDS 

10.14 Flammable l iqu ids  such as  pe t ro l  ( i n  quant i t i es  not exceeding 
the prescribed maximum) and d i e se l  fue l  should be kept i n  
su i t ab l e  closed containers and should be s tored sa fe ly ,  secure 
against  unauthorised interference.  Containers should be marked 
c l ea r ly  t o  ind ica te  the contents. 

10.15 Flammable l iqu ids  should not be s tored i n  loose containers 
beneath l o r r i e s ,  t r a i l e r s  e t c  nor near l i v e  cables o r  e l e c t r i c a l  
equipment. Managers may obtain advice with regard t o  the  s torage 
of these l iqu ids  from the Petroleum Inspector. 

10.16 Par t icu la r  care should be taken when the fue l  tanks of vehicles 
and generator sets a re  being f i l l e d  from cans o r  drums. 

- Ref i l l ing  should not take place while the engine o r  generator 
is running, and should be car r ied  out with adequate 
vent i la t ion ,  preferably i n  the open a i r .  Generators and pumps 
should be secured against  unauthorised access. 

10.17 The use of flammable l iqu ids ,  highly flammable mater ia ls ,  o r  
naked flame as  e f fec t s  during performances is prohibited,  

.- unless writ ten approval i s  obtained beforehand from the 
Chief F i r e  Officer. 



11 ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS FOR CIRCUSES AM) LIKE EVEWE3 INVOLVING 
ANIMALS 

11.1 Animals a r e  l i a b l e  t o  panic i n  f i r e  and i n  view of t h i s  there 
should be addit ional safeguards t o  ensure t h a t  the public a r e  
able  t o  use the means of escape t o  reach a place of sa fe ty  
without being endangered by frightened animals. To t h i s  end the 
following measures should be taken:- 

(a) the c i rcus  site should be enclosed by an acceptable ba r r i e r  
a t  a distance of not l e s s  than 6m from the perimeter of the  
s t ruc tu re  i e  the c i rcus  t en t .  The enclosing ba r r i e r  should be 
provided with openings having an aggregate c l ea r  width a t  l e a s t  
equal t o  the  t o t a l  width of a l l  the  e x i t s  from the s t ruc ture ;  

(b )  areas through which dangerous animals pass,  i n  tunnels o r  on 
leads  should be fenced off from the public and suf f ic ien t  c l ea r  
space maintained so as  not t o  prejudice the means of escape; 

( c )  animals should be housed and transported i n  su i tab le  
enclosures and a l l  necessary measures taken t o  ensure tha t  they 
a r e  not a danger t o  the public; 

(d )  dangerous animals should be securely housed i n  cages o r  
other  enclosures. A l l  doors should have locks with independent 
sa fe ty  chains so tha t  they cannot be opened inadvertently o r  
maliciously. Warning signs a l e r t i n g  the public should be i n  
conspicuous l e t t e r i n g  and of appropriate s i z e ;  

(e) the secur i ty  of a l l  cages and enclosures should be inspected 
regularly,  a t  l e a s t  once a day, by a person competent to  do so,  
and no animals should be admitted t o  a cage o r  enclosure u n t i l  
the  secur i ty  of the i n s t a l l a t i o n  has been checked; 

( f )  when animals i n  cages a r e  open t o  public viewing, secure 
ba r r i e r s  a t  l e a s t  l m  high should be erected t o  keep the public 
a t  a s a fe  distance from the cages. Notices warning the public of 
the  danger, and the need t o  closely supervise children,  should 
be i n  conspicuous l e t t e r i n g  and of appropriate s i z e ;  

(g )  when animals are  housed i n  t en t s  o r  s imi la r  s t ructures  they 
should be secured as  necessary t o  ensure t ha t  i n  a f i r e  
s i t ua t ion  they do not run amok. There should be suf f ic ien t  
attendants/keepers who can be cal led upon t o  control  the  animals 
i n  the event of an emergency; 

(h)  each cage o r  enclosure which is regular ly  assembled and 
dismantled (such as  the tunnels t o ,  and the cages enclosing, 
performing areas) should be fastened together t o  form a secure 
un i t .  The securi ty  i f  the fastening of one section t o  another 
should not depend on any s ing le  bo l t  o r  connection. When such a 
u n i t  has been erected,  the  secur i ty  of a l l  connections and of 
the  overa l l  enclosure should be checked by a competent person 
who i s  experienced i n  the  construction of such un i t s  but who has 
not been involved i n  the erect ion;  



(i) a l l  sect ions  of a temporary cage o r  enclosure should be 
securely anchored t o  the ground t o  prevent animals from l i f t i n g  
o r  dislodging them; 

( j )  when animals a r e  performing, the person responsible f o r  the  
display should be fu l ly  trained i n  how t o  respond i n  a f i r e  
s i tua t ion ,  t o  ensure t ha t  the public a r e  safeguarded from the 
animals and a r e  able t o  reach a place of sa fe ty ;  

(k)  smoking should be prohibited i n  animal quarters;  

(1) straw and fodder f o r  animals, and materials of a s imi la r  
nature,  which a r e  required, but a r e  not f o r  immediate use,  
should be contained i n  metal receptacles with properly f i t t i n g  
covers. Such materials should be s tored i n  a separate enclosure 
which is su i tab ly  protected against  interference and where 
smoking i s  prohibited; 

( m )  whenever wild animals a r e  present there  should be su f f i c i en t  
trained attendants t o  deal with any emergency; 

(n)  i n  no circumstances should l iquef ied petroleum gas (LPG) be 
stored near animals. 

12 C W I N G  SITES 

SITE SELECTION AND ACCESS 

12.1 The following f i r e  sa fe ty  fac tors  should be considered by the 
organiser when choosing a s i t e : -  

( a )  access and egress fo r  the  publ ic ,  emergency vehicles and 
equipment; 

(b )  the proximity of surrounding buildings and vegetation and 
other  r i sks  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  the spread of f i r e ;  

( c )  the need f o r  a telephone ( t o  c a l l  the  F i re  Brigade); 

(d )  ava i l ab i l i t y  of water f o r  f i r e f igh t ing ;  and 

(e) the slope o r  unevenness of the ground. 

12.2 Access t o  hydrants and other water supplies should not be 
obstructed o r  obscured. 

SPACING BFIWEEN TENTS 

12.3 The spacing between:- 

( a )  t en t s  should not be l e s s  than 3 metres; 

(b )  t en t s  and marquees should not be l e s s  than 6 metres; 

( c )  very la rge  t en t s  and marquees should not be l e s s  than 12 
metres. 



STRUCTURE/MEANS OF ESCAPE 

2 .  Sections 4 and 5 should be consulted for  l a rge  t en t s ,  marquees, 
communal t e n t s  etc. 

USE OF ELECTRICITY 

12.5 Section 7 should be consulted. 

EIEANS FOR FIGHTING FIRE 

12.6 ( a )  A t  l e a s t  2 x 9 l i t r e  water extinguishers (o r  6 buckets of 
water) should be provided f o r  each s i t e .  The t rave l  distance 
from any t en t  t o  the nearest  c lear ly  i den t i f i ab l e  f i r e  point  
should be less than 30 metres. 

(b )  A t  l e a s t  

( i )  1 x 4.5 kg dry powder extinguisher,  o r  1 x 9 l i t r e  foam 
extinguisher; and 
(ii) 1 f i r e  blanket; 

should be provided f o r  each cookhouse. 

FIRE INSTRUCTIONS 

12.7 Communal ten ts .  dining areas,  marquees e t c  should be provided 
with wri t ten f i r e  ins t ruc t ions  as t o  the action t o  be taken i n  
case of f i r e .  

OTHER FIRE PRECAUTIONS 

12.8 Sub-sections 11.2 t o  11.16 should be observed, a lso 1.1 i n  large 
ten ts .  

Extracts from the Guide t o  F i r e  Precautions i n  Existing Places 
of Entertainment and Like Premises; (ISBN 0 11 340907 9)  a r e  
reproduced with the permission of the Home Office, Queen Anne's 
Gate, London, SWlH 9AT. 
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