
S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U X E N T S  

MERCHANT SHIPPING 

The Merchant Shipping (Deck Cargo Tonnage) 
(Guernsey) Regulat ions 1988 

The S t a t e s  Board of Administrat ion,  i n  exe rc i se  of t h e  powers conferred on i t  by 
s e c t i o n  85(3)  of t h e  Merchant Shipping Act 1894(a) hereby makes the  following 
Regulations:- 

C i t a t i o n  and commencement 

1. These Regulations may be c i t e d  a s  t h e  Merchant Shipping (Deck Cargo Tonnage) 
(Guernsey) Regulations 198.8 and s h a l l  come i n t o  operat ion on 1 January,  1989. 

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

2. I n  these  Regulations:- 

"agent" means a  s h i p ' s  agent o r  any o the r  person appointed by the  owner o r  
master of a  s h i p  t o  make t h e  requi red  dec la ra t ion  of deck cargo on h i s  
behal f ;  

"authorised of f icer ' '  means a  person author ised  by and a c t i n g  on behalf of a  
c o l l e c t o r  of dues; 

" the  Board" means t h e  S t a t e s  of Guernsey Board of Administration. 

"Cer t i fy ing  Authori ty" means t h e  Board o r  any person author ised  by t h e  Board 
and inc ludes  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  ( i f  so au thor ised)  t h e  Secre tary  of S t a t e ,  Lloyd's 
Regis te r  of Shipping, t h e  B r i t i s h  Committee of t h e  Bureau Ver i t a s ,  t h e  
B r i t i s h  Committee of Det Norske Ver i t a s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Committee of 
Germanischer Lloyd, and t h e  B r i t i s h  Technical  Committee of t h e  American 
Bureau of Shipping; 

" c o l l e c t o r  of dues" means a  person appointed under t h e  Merchant Shipping 
Acts,  o r  otherwise l e g a l l y  au thor ised ,  t o  a s s e s s ,  c o l l e c t  o r  secure  any dues 
payable on a  s h i p ' s  tonnage; 

"deck cargo" has t h e  meaning s e t  out  i n  s e c t i o n  85(1) of t h e  Merchant 
Shipping Act 1894(b); 

"dec la ra t ion  of deck cargo tonnage" means a  dec la ra t ion  completed i n  
accordance with r e g u l a t i o n  3 below; 

"designated place" means i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a  p o r t  the  o f f i c e  designated by the  
c o l l e c t o r  of dues a t  t h a t  por t ;  

"home t r ade  l i m i t s "  means t h e  following l i m i t s  t h a t  i s  t o  say t h e  United 
Kingdom, the  Channel I s l ands ,  t h e  I s l e  of Man and the  Republic of I r e l and  and 
t h e  Continent of Europe between t h e  nor th  bank of the  River Eider  and Brest  
i nc lus ive .  

( a )  1894 c .  60;  s e c t i o n  85(3)  was s u b s t i t u t e d  by s e c t i o n  31(1) of t h e  Merchant 
Shipping Act 1979 (c.39).  

(b)  Sec t ion  85(1)  was amended by t h e  Merchant Shipping Act 1965 (c.47), s e c t i o n  
7(1)  and Schedule 1. 



Ascertainment of deck cargo tonnage 

3.-(1) Where deck cargo i s  consigned t o  o r  from a p lace  beyond home t r ade  l i m i t s ,  
a dec la ra t ion  i n  wr i t i ng  of the  deck cargo tonnage assessed i n  accordance with 
t h i s  r egu la t ion  f o r  t h e  purpose of c a l c u l a t i n g  dues payable s h a l l  be completed i n  
dup l i ca t e  i n  respec t  thereof  and signed by t h e  master o r  h i s  agent .  

( 2 )  Subject  t o  t h e  following paragraphs of t h i s  r egu la t ion ,  t h e  deck cargo 
tonnage s h a l l  be ca l cu la t ed  by mult iplying the  mean length  of t h e  space occupied 
by deck cargo by t h e  mean breadth and t h e  mean he ight  of t h a t  space, and 

( a )  i f  t h e  measurements were made i n  f e e t ,  d iv id ing  t h e  t o t a l  by 100; o r  

(b)  i f  t h e  measurements were made i n  metres,  mul t ip ly ing  t h e  t o t a l  by 0.353; 

( 3 )  Where conta iners  of i d e n t i c a l  s i z e  a r e  c a r r i e d  a s  deck cargo t h e i r  tonnage 
may be ca l cu la t ed  by measuring one conta iner  of t h a t  s i z e  and mul t ip ly ing  the  
r e s u l t  by the  number of i d e n t i c a l  conta iners  c a r r i e d .  

(4)  Where s i m i l a r  s i zed  vehic les  a r e  c a r r i e d  a s  deck cargo a s tandard s i z e  of 
vehicle  may be agreed with t h e  c o l l e c t o r  of dues and the  tonnage may be taken t o  
be t h a t  s i z e  mul t ip l ied  by the  number of vehic les  of s i m i l a r  s i z e  t h a t  a r e  
ca r r i ed .  

(5)  Where l i v e  animals a r e  c a r r i e d  a s  deck cargo the  tonnage may be assessed 
on the  following sca l e :  

each horse 80 cu f t  o r  2.26 cu metres 
each head of c a t t l e  70 cu f t  o r  1.98 cu metres 
each mule 65 cu f t  o r  1.84 cu metres 
each pony 55 cu f t  o r  1.55 cu metres 
each sheep o r  pig 10 cu f t  or  0.28 cu metres 

(6 )  Where g ra in  i s  c a r r i e d  i n  bulk a s  deck cargo i t s  tonnage may be ca l cu la t ed  
by mult iplying t h e  t o t a l  weight of the  g r a i n  by i t s  dens i ty  f a c t o r  and dividing 
the  r e s u l t  by 100. 

(7)  Where o i l  i s  c a r r i e d  a s  deck cargo i t s  tonnage may be taken a s  i t s  weight 
i n  tons mul t ip l i ed  by 0.359 o r  i n  tonnes mul t ip l ied  by 0.354, divided i n  e i t h e r  
case  by i t s  s p e c i f i c  g rav i ty .  Where t h e  s p e c i f i c  g rav i ty  i s  not known i t  s h a l l  
be taken t o  be 0.9. 

(8)  Cargo c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  s h e l t e r  or  between deck spaces of a dual-tonnage sh ip  
s h a l l  not  be counted a s  deck cargo when the  tonnage mark i s  submerged. 

(9)  Cargo c a r r i e d  i n  the  s h e l t e r  o r  between deck spaces of a dual-tonnage sh ip  
whose tonnage mark i s  not  submerged s h a l l  be assessed and declared i n  accordance 
wi th  these  Regulations unless  the  deck cargo tonnage so assessed exceeds the  
d i f f e rence  between the  two tonnages of the  sh ip ,  when i t  s h a l l  be taken a s  being 
equal  t o  t h a t  d i f fe rence .  

(10)  Empty conta iners  c a r r i e d  a s  deck cargo s h a l l  be measured and taken i n t o  
account f o r  t h e  purpose of a s ses s ing  deck cargo tonnage except when no o the r  
cargo i s  discharged or  loaded and the  vesse l  i s  otherwise wholly and bona f i d e  i n  
b a l l a s t .  



Production of d e c l a r a t i o n  

4. The d e c l a r a t i o n  of deck cargo tonnage, toge ther  with t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  of 
r e g i s t r y  o r  equivalent  document, s h a l l  be produced by t h e  master o r  agent t o  t h e  
c o l l e c t o r  of dues o r  h i s  au thor ised  o f f i c e r  i n  respec t  of each voyage i n  respec t  
of which l i g h t  dues a r e  payable a s  follows: 

(1)  i n  t h e  case of an incoming ship,  a t  t h e  f i r s t  p o r t  of a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  
Bailiwick of Guernsey 

( a )  i f  a  c o l l e c t o r  of dues o r  h i s  au thor ised  o f f i c e r  boards the  sh ip  before 
any cargo i s  unloaded, t o  him when he boards; 

( b )  i f  he does not  so board, then a t  the  designated p lace  before any cargo 
i s  unloaded; 

( 2 )  i n  t h e  case  of an outgoing sh ip  a t  t h e  designated p l ace  before t h e  sh ip  
s a i l s ;  

( 3 )  a t  any p o r t  on demand by a  c o l l e c t o r  of dues o r  h i s  au thor ised  o f f i c e r .  

V e r i f i c a t i o n  of deck cargo tonnage 

5 . -  The master,  owner o r  agent s h a l l  permit a  c o l l e c t o r  of dues o r  authorised 
o f f i c e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  record o r  ve r i fy  t h e  deck cargo tonnage, and s h a l l  when 
requi red  f u r n i s h  such f u r t h e r  information r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s h i p  o r  i t s  voyage a s  
may be necessary i n  order  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  dues payable. 

( 2 )  I n  t h e  event  of a  d i spu te  concerning deck cargo tonnage any par ty  t o  t h e  
d ispute  may r e f e r  t h e  matter  f o r  dec is ion  t o  a  surveyor appointed by a  Cer t i fy ing  
Authori ty whose dec i s ion  s h a l l  be f i n a l .  

Offences 

6 . -  Any person who contravenes any provis ion  of r e g u l a t i o n  3 ( 1 )  o r  4 o r  who 
knowingly o r  r e c k l e s s l y  completes a  f a l s e  dec la ra t ion  of deck cargo tonnage s h a l l  
be g u i l t y  of an of fence  and s h a l l  be l i a b l e  on summary convic t ion  t o  a  f i n e  not 
exceeding £500. 

(2)  Any person who without  reasonable excuse contravenes any provision of 
r e g u l a t i o n  5(1)  s h a l l  be g u i l t y  of an offence and l i a b l e  on summary convic t ion  t o  
a  f i n e  not  exceeding £200. 

( 3 )  It s h a l l  be a  defence f o r  a  person charged with a n  of fence  i n  
contravention of r e g u l a t i o n  3(1)  o r  4 t o  show t h a t  he took a l l  reasonable 
precaut ions  and exerc ised  a l l  due d i l i gence  t o  avoid t h e  commission of an 
of fence.  

Dated t h i s  f i r s t  day o f  November, n ineteen hundred and e i g h t y  e igh t .  . , 

(R C BERRY) 

P res iden t  o f  Admin i s t ra t i on  
f o r  and on beha l f  o f  t h k  ~ o a r d  



EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not  p a r t  of t h e  Regulat ions.)  

These Regulations provide f o r  t h e  ascertainment  of deck cargo tonnage and f o r  
the  completion and production by t h e  master o r  h i s  agent of a dec la ra t ion  of deck 
cargo tonnage f o r  t h e  purpose of assess ing  a l l  dues payable on a s h i p ' s  tonnage. 

The penal ty  prescribed f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  make a d e c l a r a t i o n  of deck cargo tonnage o r  
f o r  making a f a l s e  d e c l a r a t i o n  i s  a f i n e  of up t o  £500 on summary convict ion.  
The penal ty prescr ibed  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  fu rn i sh  f u r t h e r  information o r  f o r  f a i l i n g  
t o  permic t h e  c o l l e c t o r  of dues t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  record o r  v e r i f y  t h e  deck cargo 
tonnage i s  a f i n e  of up t o  £200 on summary convict ion.  


	page-0001.tif
	page-0002.tif
	page-0003.tif
	page-0004.tif

