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ORDINANCE 

OF THE STATES OF ALDERNEY 

 

ENTITLED 

 

The Dogs (Alderney) Ordinance, 1974 * 

 

[CONSOLIDATED TEXT] 

 

NOTE 

 

This consolidated version of the enactment incorporates all amendments 

listed in the footnote below. It has been prepared for the Guernsey Law 

website and is believed to be accurate and up to date, but it is not 

authoritative and has no legal effect. No warranty is given that the text is free 

of errors and omissions, and no liability is accepted for any loss arising from 

its use. The authoritative text of the enactment and of the amending 

instruments may be obtained from the Greffier, The Court of Alderney, 

Queen Elizabeth II Street, Alderney, GY9 3TB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© States of Alderney

 

*  Alderney Ordinance No. VI of 1974; as amended by the Uniform Scale of 

Fines (Alderney) Law, 1989 (Ordres en Conseil Vol. XXXI, p. 306); the Protection of 

Animals (Alderney) Ordinance, 1977 (Alderney Ordinance No. I of 1977). See also 

the Police Force (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 1986 (Ordres en Conseil Vol. XXIX, 

p. 207); the Government of Alderney (Amendment) Law, 2000 (No. I of 2000, Ordres 

en Conseil Vol. XL, p. 15). 
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(Made on the 2nd October, 1974.) 

 

The Dogs (Alderney) Ordinance, 1974 

 

 THE STATES, on the representations of the Agricultural and States Dairy 

Committee, hereby order: – 

 

Dog collars and identity discs. 

 1. (1) The owner of a dog in respect of which dog tax is chargeable 

under the Dog Licences (Guernsey) Law, 1969 (hereinafter referred to as "the law of 

1969"), shall ensure that the dog, while on a public highway, is wearing round its 

neck a collar having attached to it a disc issued by the Treasurer of the States and 

bearing on it, in clearly legible figures, the number for the time being assigned by the 

Treasurer of the States in respect of that dog and specified in the register of licences 

kept under the Law of 1969. 

 

  (2) A person who fails or refuses to comply with the provisions of 

subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction, to 

a fine not exceeding [level 1 on the Alderney uniform scale]. 

 

  (3) An officer of police may, for the purpose of ascertaining its 

owner, seize and detain any dog which he may reasonably suspect to be a dog in 

respect of which dog tax is chargeable under the Law of 1969 and which is found on 

a public highway not wearing a collar or a disc in accordance with the provisions of 

subsection (1) of this section; and any dog seized and detained under this subsection 

shall be treated for the purposes of this Ordinance as if it were a stray dog. 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

In section 1, the words and figure in square brackets in subsection (2) were 

substituted by the Uniform Scale of Fines (Alderney) Law, 1989, section 2(2), 

with effect from 1st October, 1989. 
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Seizure of stray dogs. 

 2. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this section, 

where an officer of police has reason to believe that a dog found on a public highway 

is a stray dog, he may seize the dog and detain it until the owner of the dog has 

claimed it and paid all expenses incurred by reason of its detention. 

 

  (2) Where a dog has been detained for seven days under and by 

virtue of the provisions of subsection (1) of this section and the owner of the dog has 

not claimed it, an officer of police, duly authorised by the Chief Officer of Police in 

that behalf, may cause the dog to be assigned to some suitable person or to be 

destroyed. 

 

Penalty where dog worries livestock. 

 3. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, if a dog worries any 

livestock, the owner of the dog, and if it is in the charge of a person other than its 

owner, that person also, shall be guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction, to a 

fine not exceeding [level 1 on the Alderney uniform scale]. 

 

  (2) For the purpose of this section worrying livestock means – 

 

(a) attacking livestock, or 

 

(b) chasing livestock in such a way as may reasonably be 

expected to cause injury or suffering to the livestock, 

or, in the case of females, abortion, or loss of or 

diminution in their produce. 

 

  (3) A person shall not be guilty of an offence under subsection (1) 

of this section in respect of the worrying of livestock by a dog, if at the material time 
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the livestock are trespassing on the premises of which that person is the occupier, 

except in a case where that person causes the dog to attack the livestock. 

 

  (4) The owner of a dog shall not be convicted of an offence under 

subsection (1) of this section in respect of the worrying of livestock by the dog if he 

proves that at the material time it was in the charge of some other person whom he 

reasonably believed to be a fit and proper person to be in charge of the dog. 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

In section 3, the words and figure in square brackets in subsection (1) were 

substituted by the Uniform Scale of Fines (Alderney) Law, 1989, section 2(2), 

with effect from 1st October, 1989. 

 
 

Dangerous dogs. 

 4. (1) If a dog which is dangerous is not being kept under proper 

control, the owner of the dog, and if it is in the charge of a person other than its 

owner, that person also, shall be guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction, to a 

fine not exceeding [level 1 on the Alderney uniform scale]. 

 

  (2) Upon the conviction of the owner of a dog of an offence under 

subsection (1) of this section, the Court may, in addition to imposing a fine, make an 

order directing him to cause the dog to be destroyed; and where it appears to the 

Court that the dog has caused any damage or injury, the Court may, upon application 

being made to it in that behalf by the person aggrieved, make a further order directing 

the owner of a dog to pay to that person such sum by way of compensation as the 

Court thinks proper. 

 

  (3) Where a person fails or refuses to comply with any order made 

under the last foregoing subsection within the seven days next following the day of 

the making of the order, he shall be guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction, to a 

fine not exceeding [level 1 on the Alderney uniform scale]; and where the offence 



Consolidated text 

© States of Alderney  v.0002 6 

consists of a failure or refusal to comply with an order directing that person to cause a 

dog to be destroyed, the Court may, by order, authorise an officer of police to seize 

and detain the dog and to cause it to be destroyed. 

 

  (4) For the purposes of this section, a dog which is not muzzled or 

which is not being held on a leash shall be deemed, unless the contrary is proved, to 

be not being kept under proper control. 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

In section 4, the words and figures in square brackets in subsection (1) and 

subsection (3) were substituted by the Uniform Scale of Fines (Alderney) 

Law, 1989, section 2(2), with effect from 1st October, 1989. 

 
 

Cruelty to dogs. 

 5. ... 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

Section 5 was repealed by the Protection of Animals (Alderney) Ordinance, 

1977, section 10, with effect from 10th February, 1977. 

 
 

Interpretation. 

 6. (1) In this Ordinance, except where the context otherwise requires, 

the following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively assigned to them, 

that is to say – 

 

 "cattle" means bulls, cows, oxen, heifers or calves, and include 

horses, donkeys, sheep, goats and swine, 

 

 "Chief Officer of Police" means the Chief Officer of the salaried 

police force of the Island of Guernsey, 
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 "livestock" means any cattle or poultry, 

 

 "officer of police" means a member of the salaried police force of the 

Island of Guernsey and, within the limits of his jurisdiction, a special 

constable appointed by the Court under section sixty-five of the Government 

of Alderney Law, 1948, 

 

 "poultry" means domestic fowls, turkeys, geese or ducks, 

 

 "public highway" means any road, street, lane, way or place which is 

public or to which the public have access. 

 

  (2) For the purposes of this Ordinance, a person in whose custody, 

charge or possession, or in whose house or premises, a dog shall be found or seen 

shall, unless the contrary is proved, be deemed to be the owner of that dog. 

 

  (3) Except in so far as the context otherwise requires, any 

reference in this Ordinance to any other enactment, shall be construed as a reference 

to that enactment as amended, repealed and replaced, extended or applied by or under 

any other enactment. 

 

  (4) The Interpretation (Guernsey) Law, 1948, shall apply to the 

interpretation of this Ordinance as it applies to the interpretation of an enactment in 

force in the Island of Guernsey. 

 

 
 NOTES 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Police Force (Bailiwick of 

Guernsey) Law, 1986, section 2(2), with effect from 19th August, 1986, the 

reference herein to a member of the salaried police force of the Island of 

Guernsey shall include a reference to a member of a force present in the 

Island by virtue of an agreement made under section 1 of the 1986 Law. 
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The Government of Alderney Law, 1948 has since been repealed by the 

Government of Alderney Law, 1987, section 63(1), Schedule 3, with effect 

from 1st August 1987, subject to the savings and transitional provisions in 

section 63 and section 64 of the 1987 Law. In accordance with section 63(2) 

of the 1987 Law, and pursuant to amendments made by the Government of 

Alderney (Amendment) Law, 2000, section 2, with effect from 19th June, 

2002, the reference in the definition of the expression "officer of police" in 

subsection (1) to a "special constable appointed by the Court of Alderney 

under section sixty-five of the Government of Alderney Law, 1948" shall be 

construed as a reference to a special constable appointed or deemed to be 

appointed pursuant to the provisions of an Ordinance made under section 

46A of the 1987 Law. The Government of Alderney Law, 1987 has since been 

repealed by the Government of Alderney Law, 2004, section 63(1), Schedule 

3, with effect from 1st May, 2005, subject to the savings and transitional 

provisions in section 63(2) and section 64 of the 2004 Law. 

 

The Interpretation (Guernsey) Law, 1948 has since been repealed by the 

Interpretation and Standard Provisions (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 2016, 

section 28(a), with effect from 1st October, 2018. 

 
 

Repeal. 

 7. The Alderney Licensing and Control of Dogs Ordinance, 1950, is 

hereby repealed. 

 

Citation. 

 8. This Ordinance may be cited as the Dogs (Alderney) Ordinance, 1974. 

 

Commencement. 

 9. This Ordinance shall come into effect on the first day of January, 

1975. 


