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ORDER IN COUNCIL 

IN THE ROYAL COURT OF THE ISLAND OF GUERNSEY 

The 28th day of November, 1967, before Dr. Francis 
Coningsby, Lieutenant-Bailiffj present :-Ber­
tram Guy Blampied, Claude Fortescue Nason, 
Stanley Walter Gavey, Esquires, Gilbert Carey 
de Jersey, Esquire, C.B., Carl Edward Blad, 
Albert Victor Dorey, Esquires, Laurence Francis 
de Vic Carey, Esquire, C.B., C.B.E., D'Arcy 
George Le Tissier, William Burton Fox, 
Esquires, Edward James Laine, Esquire, C.B.E., 
D.F.C., and Jean Le Pelley, Esquire, Jurats. 

The Lieutenant-Bailiff having this day placed 
before the Court an Order of Her Majesty in Council 
dated the 13th day of November, 1967, ratifying a 
Projet de Loti entitled " The Housing Control 
(Guernsey) Law, 1967 ", the Court, after the read­
ing of the said Order in Council and after having 
hear.d Her Majesty's Procureur thereon, ordered that 
the said Order in Council be register,ed on the 
records of this Island, of which Order in Council the 
tenor £olloweth:-
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~t tbe (!Court at ~uthingbam ~alatt 
The 13th day of November }967 

PRESENT, 

~bt <lelUl~tn's :fflost ~xtdltnt jllajestp. 
LORD PRESIDENT 
LORD STEWARD 
LORD SHEPHERD 
MR CROSLAND 
MRS HART 
MR HENRY WILSON 

WHEREAS there Iwas this day read at the Board 
a Repol't from the Right Honourable the Lords of 
the Committee of Council for the Affairs of Guernsey 
and Jersey, d<!,ted the 31st day of October 1967, in 
the words following, viz:-

H YOUR MAJESTY having been pleased, by Your 
General Order of Reference of the 22nd day of 
February 1952, to refer unto rt:his Committee the 
humble Petition of the States of ,the Island of 
Guernsey, setting forth:-

, 1. That, in pursuance of their Reso1ution of 
the 26th day of July, 1967, the States of Delibera­
tion at a meeting held on the 27th .day of 
September, 1967, approved a Bill or H Projet de 
Lol" ,entitled H The Housing Control (Guernsey) 
Law, 1967" and requested the Bailiff to present 
<!, mOBlt humble Petition to Your Majesty in 
Council praying £or Your Royal Sanction 
thereto. 2. That the said Bill or "Projet de 
Loi" is in .the words and figures set forth in 
the Schedule hereunto annexed. And most 
humbly praying that Your Majesty might be 
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graciously pleased ,to grant Your Royal Sanction 
to the Bill or "Pr,ojet de Loi" of the States of 
Guernsey entitled " The Housing Control 
(Guernsey) Law, 1967" and to order that the 
same shall have force -of law in the Island of 
Guernsey.' 

THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE) in obedience 
to Your Majesty's said Order of Reference, have 
taken the said Petition and the said Proj.et de Loi 
into consideration, and do this day agree humbly 
to report, as their opinion, to Your Majesty, that 
it may be advisable for Your Majesty to comply 
with the prayer of the said Petition and to approve 
of and ratify the said Projet de Loi." 

HER MAJESTY having taken the said Repo,rt 
into consideration is pleased, by and with the advice 
of Her Privy Council, to approve of and ratify the 
said Projet de Loi, and to order, as it is hereby 
ordered, that the same shall have the force of Law 
within the Island of Guernsey. 

AND HER MAJESTY doth hereby further direct 
that this Order, and the said Pfiojet de Loi (a copy 
whereof is hereunto annexed) be -entered upon the 
Register of Ithe Island of Guernsey and observed 
accordingly. 

AND the Lieutenant Governor and Commander­
in-Chief of the Island of Guernsey, the Bailiff and 
Jurats, and all other Her Majesty's Officers, for the 
time being, in the said Island, and all other persons 
whom it may ooncern, are to take notice and govern 
themselves accordingly. 

w. G. Agnew. 
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Projet de Loi referred to in the foregoing 
Order in Council. 

PROJET DE LOI 
ENTITLED 

The Housing Control (Guernsey) Law, 
1967 

THE STATES, in pursuance of their Resolution 
of the Itwenty-sixth day of July, nineteen hundred 
and sixty-s,even, have appmy,ed the following pro­
visions whkh, subject to the Sanction of Her Most 
Excellent Majesty in Council, shall have force of 
law in the Island of Guernsey. 

1. (1) A person, other than a person who at S{)l!llC Occupat!on 

time during the period commencing on the first ~~e~~~am 
day of January, nineteen hundred and 'thil.'ty-eight, r.ontrol~d. 
and ending 'on the thirtieth day of June, nineteen 
hundred and fiiity-seven, had his ordinary place of 
residence in this Island, shall not occupy a dwelling 
to which this Law applies unless there lis in foroe 
in respect of that dwelling a licence granted by the 
Authority under the provisions of section two of 
this Law. 

(2) This Law applies to any dwelling ,in this 
Island-

(a) of which the rateable value as inscribed on 
<the thirty-firm day of December, nineteen 
hundred and sixty-two, in the Cadastre was, 
or 

(b) if no ratea;ble value was so inscribed on that 
da!te, the raueable value when first- so 
inscribed was or is, 
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nDt m excess of one hundred pounds sterLing per 
annum or such lesser sum as may, from time to 
time, be prescribed by Ol'dinance, or any part of 
such a dwelling. 

(3) In ,this Law, unless the context otherwise 
requires the expression "dwelling" means any 
premises, 'm any part of any premises, wholly or 
prinoipally 'Used or usable for the purpose of human 
habita1tion. 

2. (1) The Authorilty may, .upDn receipt of an 
application in I!:hat behalf in such form and oontain­
ing such informat!ion a:s the Authority may from 
rime to time requiire, grant a licence (hereinafter 
referl1ed to' as a "housing licence ") in respect 'Of 
any dwelling to which ,this Law applies:-

. (a) to the owner thereof, for the occupation of 
that dwelling-

(i) by pe,rsons generail.ly, or 

(ii) by a person or persons named in the 
licence, 

who wou1d, by vlirtue of the pl'D,visions of 
section one of this Law, be mfuerwise 
precluded from occupying that dwelling, 

(b) ,to any person, for the occupation of that 
dwelling by that person, being a person 
who would, by virtue of the provisions of 
the said sectiO'n one, be otherwise precluded 
from occupying th3lt dwelling. 

(2) The Authority Imay attach to' the grant of 
a housing licence such cO'nd]tli0ns as it may deem 
necessary or expedient to impose by reason of any 
shortage 'of housing accommodation in this Is~and 
at the I!:ime O'f the grant O'f the licence' including a 
condiilli:on 'specifying the maximum continuous 
period dur,ing which the dwdling in respect of which 
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the licence is grailited may be occupied by any 
person and different such periods may he so specified 
in different licences and in respect of different persons 
O!r different classICS of persons. 

3.(1) Where two or more dwellings, of which 
anyone is a dwelling to which ,rbii'S Law applies, are 
combined, whether by alteration or otherwis,e, 80 as 
to ibe used or usable as a single dwelling, then that 
g,ingle dwelling whether or no't inscribed as such in 
the Cadastre shall, £01' the purposes of this Law, be 
deemed to be a dwd1ing to which this Law applies. 

(2) Where a dwelling which is not a dwelling 
to which this Law applies is, whether by a1teration 
or otherwise, 'Used or made usable as two or more 
-dwellings, ,then ea'ch of those dwellings unless 
separately ~nscribed in the Cadastre shaH, for the 
purposes of this Law, be deemed to be a dwelling 
to which this Law applies. 

4. (1) The provisions 'of subsection (1) of S!Cction 
<one of this Law shall not apply to a person-

(a) occupying the whole or any part of a 
furnished dwelling to which th~s Law 
applies if rthe period of slllICh occupation by 
that person in any period of twelve consecu­
lJiVie months does not exceed a total pC!riod 
of ninety days; or 

(b) occupying accomrrnoda'tion in any hotel, 
inn, guest-house or boarding-house in Ithe 
mdinarry course of the business of the 
person conducting the same or in any 
premi'ses under an agreement for the pro­
vision of hoard and lodging by the occupier 
of those premises; or 

(c) as respects the occupation by that person 
of any dwelling to which this Law applies 

Dwellings 
which are 
altered, etc, 

Law not to 
apply in 
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cases. 
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which he was entit'led to occupy hefore the 
commencement of this Law. 

(2) Notwithstanding the prov[sions of subsection 
(2) of section sixteen of this Law, the States may, 
from time to Itime, by Ordinance ,suspend the opera­
tion of the provisions of paragraph (a) of the last 
preceding subsection. 

5. The occupation by any person of any dwel1ing 
to which this Law applies in brewch of the provisions 
of subsection (1) of section oille of this Law shall be 
invalid only for the purposes of this Law and shall 
not be q,ues1tioned except by the Authority in pur­
suance of the provisions thereof. 

6. (1) Any person aggrieved by any decision of 
the ~~uthority under any of the provisions of this 
Law may appeal therefrom to the Or.dinary Court 
on the grounds that the decision of the Authority 
was ultra vires or was an unreasonable exercise of 
its po",~eTS. 

(2) Any appeal under this section shall be 
instItuted by way of summons which shall set out 
the material facts upon which the appellant a.·elies 
and which shall be served upon the President of 
the Authority to show cause why the decision 
appealed from should not beset aside 'Of varied. 

(3) On any appeal under this slection Ithe burden 
of satisfying the Ordinary COUll!t ,that the ,decision 
of the Authority whkh is the subJect of the appeal 
is intra vires 'Or reasonable shall be discharged by 
the Authorillty and the A,uthority shall be entitled 
to a final right of reply. 

7. (1) If any person occupies a dwelling no which 
this Law appHes in contravention of the provisions 
of subsection (1) of section one of this Law or fail'S 
to comply with any condition attached to the grant 
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of a housing licence the Authority may make an 
application to ,the Ordinary Court for an order 
vesting the possession of the dwelling so occupied. 
or a part thereo,f,in the Authority, for such period 
and upon such terms and conditions, having regard 
to all the circumstances of the case, as the Ordinary 
Court may pvescrirbe and upon the making of such 
an order the possession of that dwelling or of the 
part thereof Ito which the order relates shall vest 
in the Authority accordingly as though the 
Authority were a t,enant thereof w~th power to make 
application for the granting of an eviotion order 
aga'inst any person in occupation of the dwelling or 
part thereof to which the arder ifelates and to sub-let 
the 'same Ito, or permit the use thereof by, or with 
the assent of the owner to assign the interest of the 
Autharity to, any 'persan for ,the purpas'es of human 
habitation. 

(2) Notice of the day and t,irme on and at which 
an application <to the Ordinary Court under the 
provis~ons of this section is to' be made shall be 
served by ,the Autharity on the occupier concerned; 
such notice shall require him to attend at the 
hearing af me application . 

. (3) Where an occupier upan whom a natice is 
served 1n pursuance of the pmvisions of the last 
preceding subsection is not the owner of the dwelling 
concerned a copy of the· notice shall he served by 
the Authority on the owner who may attend at the 
hearing of the application and make representations 
thereon. 

(4) Upon an application as aforesaid by the 
Authority fOil' the granting of an eviction order 
against any person, the Co,ur,t shall no1\: be bound 
to take into aecourut any of the matbers referred to 
in section three of the Law giving the Court 
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increased power to stay ex'ecUltion in actions for 
eviction regis,tered on the thirty-firm day of August, 
nineteen hundred and forty-six (a). 

8. Upon the making of an order under . the pn}­
visions of section seven of this Law vesting the 
possession of a dwelling or any papt thereof in the 
Authorirty, any person occupying that dwelling or 
that part the<!1eof, as the case may be, at the time 
of the making of the order under a lease or tenancy 
agreement !Q!T by virrtue of his ownership of that 
dwelling under a conveyanoe shall be entitled, within 
the ninety days next following the date of the 
making of t'he order, to take legal proceedings:-

(a) in the cas:e of a lease or tenancy agreernent, 
againslt his 1andlord wirth a view to the 
making by Ithe Ordinary Court of an order 
declaring the lease or tenancy agreement 
to he avoided; 'or 

(b) in the casle of a conveyance as aforesaid, 
against the vendor thereunder wirtJh a view 
rtD the making by the Ordinary Court of 
an order reqUiring the lartlter to ,take a 
reconveyanoe of the dwellring or any part 
thereof for the same cDnsideration and 'On 
the same terms and conditions as nearly as 
may be as those for and on which he 
himself acquired the ownership of the 
dwelling or part ther.eof; 

and, in either case, for the re1mbursement of the 
legal charges and disbursements incidental to such 
acquisition incurred by him, and thereupon the 
Ol1dinary Comt, if it is sa1isfied that at the time of 
the execution of the lease or of rthe making of the 
tenancy agreement or of the completion of the· 

(a) Ordres en Conseil Vol. XII, p. 263. 
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conveyance, neithrer the les'see, tenant lor purchaser, 
as the caS'e may he, nor his serval1!t or agent, was 
aware of ,the necessity for procuring a housing 
licence in 'olr,der that he should he e1Jlt~tled to occupy 
the dwelling or part theneof so leased, let or con­
veyed to him, may make an order acoordingly subject 
to such dil1ections and conditions as shall appear to 
the Ordinary Court to be just. 

9. (1) Notw~thstanding the provisions of any Savings. 

Ordinance ma!de iill pursuance of the provisions of 
subsection (2) of section one of this Law a person 
who, immediately before the coming into force 'OrE 
that Ordinance, wa'S occupying a dwelling to which 
this Law applies for which a housing lic'ence wa's 
not required shall not, on and after the coming into 
force of ,that Ordinance, be required to obtain a 
housing licence in respect of his continued occupa­
tion of that dwelling. 

(2) Any lioence gmnted by the Authority under 
the provision'S o£any Law repealed by this Law for 
the occupation of a dwelling to which this Law 
applies and valid immediately before <1Jhe coming 
into £oT'Ce of this Law shall be deemed to have 
effect as though it were a housing licence granted 
under the provisions of this Law and :any conditions 
3Ittached thel1cto were conditions attached under 
the provisions of this Law except in 'so far as any 
such condirtions would be inconsistent with any S'Uch 
prov[s~olJ1s. 

10. Nothing in 'uhis Law contained shall he taken Exceptions. 

to apply to the ocmpation of any dwelling. to which 
this Law applies in Ithe posses's~on or ownership of 
thre States or any Committee of the States .. 

11. Any notice which may be served £01' ,the Ser~ice of 

purposes of this Law shan be vaHdly served: _ notIces. 



False 
statements. 

Repeals. 

Interpn~ta­
don. 

12 

(a) on any 'person, if delivered to him, left, or 
sent by registered post or by recorded 
delivery service to him at his usual or last 
known place of abode; 

(b) on any firm, if delivered to any partner of 
the firm, nr left at, or sent by regisnered 
post or recorded delivery service to, the 
prin6pal or last known principal place of 
business of the firm; 

(c) on any body corporate, if left at, or sent by 
registered post or Iby . recorded delivery 
service to, ·]ts l1egistered office if situate in 
this Island, or, if its 11egistered o:ffice is not 
so situate, its principal or last known 
principal place of business in this Island. 

12. Any person who, in connection with any 
applic<l1tion for the grant of a housing licence in 
pursuance of the provisions of this Law, knowingly 
makes any false statement or recklessly makies any 
statement . which is false ~n a material particular 
shall be guilty 'Of an offence and liable, on convktion, 
to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds. 

13. The enactments set out in the first column 
of the Schedule Ito mis Law alre hereby repealed to 
the extent specified in the second column of that 
Schedule. 

14. (1) In this Law, unless the context otherwise 
requires, the following expressions have the mean­
ings hereby respectively assigned to them, that is to 
8ay:-

"the Autho'rity" means rtlhe States Housing 
Authoifity; 

" the Cada'stre" means the Cadastre prepared and 
maintained under the provisions of the 
Cadastre Law, 1947, as amended; 
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"the Ordinmy Court" means the Royal Court 
sitting as an Ordinary Court; 

" owner" in relation to any dwelling means-

(a) where that dwelling is the subject of 
saisie proceedings which have resulted 
in the making of an interim vesting 
order, the person in V\.ihose favour such 
order has been made; 

(b) where that dwelling is n'Ot the subject 
of saisie proceedings but is the subject 
of a vested right of usufruct, the 
usufructuary; 

(c) where that dwelling is not '1he subject of 
such sals1e proceedings or of such right 
of usufruct-

(i) the beneficial owner, if that dwelling 
is not held in tmst, 'Or 

(ii) 1Jhe tmstees, if that ,dwelling is held 
in trust. 

(2) Any power conferred by this Law to make 
any Ordinance shall he constmed as including a 
po,wer exerdseable in the like manner to vary or 
repeal the Ordinance. 

15. This Law may be cited as the Housing Control Citation. 

(Guemsey) Law, 1967. 

16. (1) ']Ihis Law shall come into force on the first 
day of January, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight: 
Provided'that any powler conferred by this Law to 
make any Ol,dinance may be eXJercised at any time 
after the registration of this Law and before the said 
first day of January, subject to the restriction that 
any such Ord,inance shall not come into force until 
the said first day of January. 

Commence­
ment and 
duration. 
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(2) This Law shall remain in force until the 
thirty-first day of December, nineteen hundred and 
s;eventy-two,or such earlier date as the States may 
by Ordinance prescribe. 

SCHEDULE 
Section thil'teen 

Enactments repealed Extent of repeal 

The Housing Control (Emergency The whole Law. 
Provisions) (Guernsey) Law, 1948 
(b) 

The Housing Control 
and Amendment) 
Law, 1957 (c) 

(Extension So mudh of the 
(Guernsey) Law as remains 

unrepealed. 

The Housing Control 
and Amendm1ent) 
Law, 1962 (d) 

(Extension The whole Law. 
(Guernsey) 

The Housing Control (Amood- The whole Law .. 
ment) (Guernsey) Law, 1965 (e) 

The HO'llSling Control (Amend- The whole Law. 
ment) (Guernsey) Law, 1966 (f) 

R. H. VIDELO, 
Her Majesty's Greffier. 

(b) Ordres en Conseil Vol XIII, p. 262. 
(el Ordres en Conseil Vol. XVII, p. 224. 
(d) Ordres en Conseil Vol. XIX, p. 79. 
(e) Ordre en Conseil No. III of 1965. 
(f) Ordres en Conseil No. IV of 1966. 




