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This consolidated version of the enactment incorporates all amendments 

listed in the footnote below. However, while it is believed to be accurate 

and up to date, it is not authoritative and has no legal effect, having been 

prepared in-house for the assistance of the Law Officers. No warranty is 

given that the text is free of errors and omissions, and no liability is 

accepted for any loss arising from its use. The authoritative text of the 

enactment and of the amending instruments may be obtained from Her 

Majesty's Greffier, Royal Court House, Guernsey, GY1 2PB. 
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*  Ordres en Conseil Vol. XXIII, p. 153. See also the Law Reform (Age of 

Majority and Guardianship of Minors) (Guernsey) Law, 1978 (Ordres en Conseil 

Vol. XXVI, p. 264); the Law Reform (Age of Majority) (Sark) Law, 1986 (Ordres 

en Conseil Vol. XXIX, p. 378); the Age of Majority (Alderney) Law, 2001 (No. 

XXV of 2001, Ordres en Conseil Vol. XLI, p. 738); the Children (Consequential 

Amendments etc.) (Guernsey and Alderney) Ordinance, 2009 (No. VII of 2010). 
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PROJET DE LOI 

 

ENTITLED 

 

The Minors (Consent to Surgical, Medical and Dental 

Treatment) (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 1971 

 

 THE STATES, in pursuance of their Resolution of the twenty-fourth day of 

February, nineteen hundred and seventy-one, have approved the following 

provisions which, subject to the Sanction of Her Most Excellent Majesty in 

Council, shall have force of law in the Bailiwick of Guernsey. 

 

Consent by persons over sixteen to surgical, medical and dental treatment. 

 1. (1) The consent of a minor who has attained the age of sixteen 

years to any surgical, medical or dental treatment which, in the absence of consent, 

would constitute a trespass to his person, shall be as effective as it would be if he 

were of full age; and where a minor has by virtue of this section given an effective 

consent to any treatment it shall not be necessary to obtain any consent for it from 

his parent or guardian. 

 

  (2) In this section the expression "surgical, medical or dental 

treatment" includes any procedure undertaken for the purposes of diagnosis, and 

this section applies to any procedure (including, in particular, the administration of 

an anaesthetic) which is ancillary to any treatment as it applies to that treatment. 

 

  (3) Nothing in this section shall be construed as making 

ineffective any consent which would have been effective if this section had not been 

enacted. 
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 NOTES 

 

In accordance with the provisions of, first, the Law Reform (Age of 

Majority and Guardianship of Minors) (Guernsey) Law, 1978, section 1(1) 

and section 1(2), with effect from 1st July, 1978 and subject to the saving 

provision in section 1(6) of the 1978 Law, second, the Law Reform (Age of 

Majority) (Sark) Law, 1986, section 1(1) and section 1(2), with effect from 

3rd February, 1987 and subject to the savings in section 1(3) of, and the 

Schedule to, the 1986 Law and, third, the Age of Majority (Alderney) Law, 

2001, section 1(1) and section 1(3), with effect from 14th December, 2001 

and subject to the transitional and savings provisions in section 1(5) of, and 

the Schedule to, the 2001 Law, a person shall attain full age on attaining 

the age of eighteen instead of on attaining the age of twenty and the 

reference in this section to a person of "full age" shall be construed 

accordingly. 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Children (Consequential 

Amendments etc.) (Guernsey and Alderney) Ordinance, 2009, section 1, 

with effect from 4th January, 2010 (in Guernsey and Alderney but not in 

Sark), the reference in this section to "parent" shall mean, in relation to a 

child and subject to the conditions in paragraph (a) and (b) of subsection 

(1) and the exceptions in paragraph (a) and (b) of subsection (2) of that 

section, a father or mother who has parental responsibility in respect of the 

child. 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Children (Consequential 

Amendments etc.) (Guernsey and Alderney) Ordinance, 2009, section 2, 

with effect from 4th January, 2010 (in Guernsey and Alderney but not in 

Sark), and having regard to the reference in this section to "guardian", a 

guardian or person referred to as such has parental responsibility in respect 

of a child if the conditions in paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) of that section 

are satisfied. 

 
 

Citation. 

 2. This Law may be cited as the Minors (Consent to Surgical, Medical 

and Dental Treatment) (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 1971. 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

The Law received Royal Sanction on 28th July, 1971 and was registered on 
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the Records of the Island of Guernsey and came into force on 21st 

September, 1971. 

 


