
ORDER IN COUNCIL VI 
ratifying a Projet de Loi 1966 

ENTITLED 

The' Pilotage (Guernsey) Law, 1966 

(Registered on the Records of the Island of Guernsey I 
I 

on the 7th day of June,· I966.) I 

1966. 



ORDER IN COUNCIL 

~, .. 

IN THE ROYAL COURT OF THE ISLAND OF GUERNSEY 

The 7th day of June, 1966, before Sir William 
Arnold, Kt., C.B.E., C.St.]., Bailiff; j)(esent:­
Sir John Leale, Theophile Le Messurier Allez: 
Bertram Guy Blampied, Clat/de Fortescue 
Nason, Stanley Walter Gavey, Esquires, Gilbert 
Carey de ]eTSey, Esquire, C.B., Carl Edward 
Blad, Albert Victor Dorey, D' AJ"cy Ge'OJ"ge he 
Tissier, and TiVillimn Burton Fox, Esquires, 
Jurats. 

The Bailiff having this day placed before the 

Court an Order of Her Majesty in Council dated 

the 16th day of May, 1966, ratifying a Projet de 

Loi entitled "The Pilotage (Guernsey) Law, 1966 ", 

the Court, after the reading of the said Order in 

Council and after having heard Her Majesty's 

Comptroller thereon, ordered that the said Order in 

Council be registered on the records of this Island, 

of which Order in Council the tenor followeth:-
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at tbe ~oUtt_ at ~utldngbam llalace 
The 16th day of May, 1966. 

PRESENT, 

~bt <ftuun'g: ftlost ~xctlltnt ;ffiaje5tp. 
LORD PRESIDENT 

MR. SECRETARY JENKINS 

MR. SECRETARY LEE 

MR. MULLEY 

MISS BACON 

MR. FREEMAN 

WHEREAS there 'was this day read at the Board 
a Report from the Right Honourable the Lords of 
the Committee of Council for the Affairs of Guern­
sey and Jersey, ,dated the 27th day of April, 1966, 
III the words following, viz.:-

" YOUR MAJESTY having been pleased, by Your 
General Order of Reference of the 22nd day of 
February, 1952, to refer unto this Committee the 
humble Petiti'On of the States of the Island of 
Guernsey, setting forth:-

, l. That, in pursuance of their Resolution of 
the 24th day of February, 1965, the States of 
Deliberation at a meeting held on the 30th day 
of March, 1966, approved a Bill or "Projet de 
Loi" entitled "The Pilotage (Guernsey) Law, 
1966" and requested the Bailiff to present a 
most humble Petition to Ymlr Majesty in 
Council praying for Your Royal Sanction there­
to. 2. That the said Bill 'or "Projet de Loi" 
is in the words and figures set forth in the 
Schedule hereunto annexed. And most humbly 
praying that Your Majesty might be graciously 
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pleased to grant Your Royal Sanction to the 
Bill or "Pro jet de Loi" of the States of Guern­
sey entitled "The Pilotage (Guernsey) Law, 
1966" and to order that the same shall have 
force of law in the Islands of Guernsey, Herm 
and Jethou.' 

"THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE, in obedience 
to Your Majesty's said Order of Reference, have 
taken the said Petition and thesa~d Projet de 
Loi into consideration, and do this day agree 
humbly to report, as their opinion, to Your 
Majesty, that it may be advisaible fm Your 
lVla jesty to comply with the prayer of the said 
Petition and to approve of and ratify the said 
Projet de Loi." 

HER MAJESTY having taken the said Report 
into consideration is pleased, by and with the advice 
of Her Privy Council, to appl'Ove of and ratify the 
said Projet de Loi, and to order, as it is hereby 
O"rdered, that the same shall have the force of Law 
within the Islands ,of Guernsey, Herm and Jethou. 

AND HER MAJESTY doth hereby further direct 
that this Order, and the said Projet de Loi (a copy 
whereof is hereunto annexed) be entered upon the 
Register of the Island of Guernsey and observed 
accordingly. 

AND the Lieutenant Governor and Commander­
in-Chief of the Island of Guernsey, the Bailiff and 
Jurats, and all other Her Majesty's Officers, for the 
time being, in the said Island, and all other persons 
whom it may concern, are to take notice and govern 
themselves accordingly. 

w. C. Agnew. 
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Projetde Loi referred to in the foregoing 
Order in Council 

PROJET DE LOI 
ENTITLED 

The Pilotage (Guernsey) Law, 1966 
THE STATES, in pursuance of their Resolution 

of the twenty-fourth day of February, nineteen hun­
dred and sixty-five, have approved the following 
provisions which, subject to the Sanction of Her 
Most Excellent Majesty in Council, shalll have 
force of law in the Islands of Guernsey, Herm and 
Jethou. 

1. (1) Subject to the succeeding provIsIOns of States to 

this Law, dle States may, from time to time, by ~~:i~~ ~~~­
Ordinance make such provision as they may deem c~mlpulsory 
necessary or expedient for the compulsory pilotage pilotage. 

of vessels in the territorial waters of the Islands and; 
without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, 
they may, in particular, make provision in any 
such Ordinance for all or any of the fono'Wing 
matters ;-

(a) the estab'lishment and consuitution by the 
Board or a committee which shall be 
styled the Guernsey Pilotage Board with 
authority to exercise such powers and per­
form such duties as may be: conferred or 
imposed upon it by any such Ordinance; 

(b) the licensing of persons as pilots for the 
general pilotage of vessels within the 
pilotage zone; 

(c) the licensing of persons who are the masters 
or mates ,of any vessels for the pilotage 
within the pilotage zone of the vessels of 
which they are the masters or mates; 
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(d) determining the qua~ification in respect of 
age, physical fitness, time of 'service, local 
knowledge, skill, character, and otherwise 
to be required from persons applying to be 
licensed as general or special pilots, for 
the examination of such persons and fix­
ing the term for which a pilotage licence 
is ,to he in force and the conditions under 
which such a licence may be granted or 
renewed; 

(e) the suspension or revocation of pilotage 
'licences; 

(I) pmh~biting the renewal, without re-ex­
amination, of the pilotage licence of a 
special pilot unless he has made as master 
or mate of a vessel not Less than a specified 
number of visits during a speoified period 
to any port specified in the pilotage licence; 

(g) enabling any general or special pilot 
aggrieved by any decision IOf the Guernsey 
Pilotage Board to appeal from such deci­
sion to the Royal Couft sitning as an 
Ordinary Court, the decision of which 
shall be final; 

(h) fixing the maximum number of general 
pilots to be licensed and the conditions 
under which the list of general pilots is to' 
be filled up; 

(i) the provision and maintenance of vessels by 
the genera'l pilots for the purposes of com­
pulsory pilotage; 

(7) fixing the fees to be payable on the examina­
tion for a pilotage licence and on the grant 
or renewal of any such licence; 

(k) fixing the rates of payment to be made 
to the States in respect of the services of 



., , 

general and special pilots (hereinafter 
referred to as "piLotage dues") and defin­
ing the circumstances and condrtions under 
which pilotage dues may he paya:ble on 
different scales and for coflecting, recovering 
and distributing pilotage dues; 

(1) the general good government of general 
pilots and for ensuring their good conduct 
and constant attendance to and effectual 
performance of their duties, whether at sea 
or on shore; 

(m) the giving of bonds (the amount of which 
shall not exceed one hundred pounds) by 
general pilots for the purposes of the pro­
visions of this L:rw limiting pilots' liabj!l~ty; 

(17) a deduction heing made by the Board from 
any sums received by way of pilotage dues 
of any sums which the Board considers to' 
be required for Ineeting the administrative 
expenses of the States incurred under and 
for the purposes of this Law and any 
Ordinance made thereunder or any amount 
which the Board considers to be required 
for the purposes of any scheme, whether 
by way of assurance or otherwise, for the 
payment of pensions or other benefits to 
general pilots, and provision may be made 
generally for the administration of, and 
partioipation in, such scheme; 

(0) such incidental and supplementary matters 
for which the States deem it necessary ,or 
expedient for the purposes of any such 
Ordinance to provide. 

(2) An Ordinance ma:de under <the provisions of 
this section may make different provisions for 
different ports ,in the Islands and for different classes 
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'of pi10ts and different classes of vessels' and may 
make different provisians far different categaries of 
pilats and of vessels within thDse respective classes. 

2. The Baard shall, except where otherwis~ 
pravided in an Ordinance made under the pravis~ans 
IOf this Law, be respansrble to' the States far the 
administratian af the pravisians of any such 
Ordinance and shall exercise such powers and per­
farm such duties as may be canferred ar impased 
upan it by any such Ordinanoe. 

3. (1) Every vessel, ather than an excepted vessel, 
while navigating in the pilatage zane for the pur­
poses af entering, leaving ar :making use af any 
part in the Isllands ar the raadstead shall be either 
under the pilatage af a general or special pilat. 

(2) Natwithstand~ng the provisions of the last 
preceding subsectian, every vessel, ather than an 
excepted vessel, of such class as may, from time to 

time, be specified by the States by Ordinance, while 
navigating as afClresaid in such part af the pilatage 
zane as may be prescribed in any such Ordinance 
shall be under the pilatage af a general pilot and 
any such Ordinance may make different pravisions 
far different classes af vessels and for different 
parts af the pilatage zone. 

(3) If any vessel, ather than an excepted vessel, 
in circumstances in which pilatage is compulsary 
under this section, is nat under pilotage as required 
by this section, after a pilot has offered to' take 
charge of t:he vessel, the master of that vessel shall 
be guilty af an offence and liable, on conviction, to 
a fine not exceeding t'wa hundred pounds sterling 
and' bath the ,awner of the vessel and the master 
thereaf shall be jaintly and severally liable for the 



9 

payment of the pilotage dues as if that vessel had 
been under pilotage. 

(4) The States may, from time to time, by 
Ordinance provide that, for the purpos'es of this 
Law, any vessel or a vessel of any class specified 
therein shall be an excepted vessel. 

4. Notwithstanding anything in any enactment 
or any rule of law to the contrary, the owner or 
master of a vessel navigating under circumstances 
in which pilotage is compulsory under the provi­
sions of this Law shall be answerable for any loss 
or damage caused by the vessel or by any fault 
of the navigation of the vessel in the same manner 
as he would be if p~lotage were not compulsory. 

5. The grant or renewal of a pilotage licence to a 
general or special pilot by the Guernsey Pilotage 
Board in pursuance of the powers conferred upon 
it by an Ordinance made under the provisions 'Of 
this Law shall not Qmpose any liability on the 
States for any loss occasioned by an act or default 
of the pilot. 

6. A genera~ pilot, who has given a bond in con­
formity with an Ordinance made under the pro­
visions of section one of this Law, shall not be 
liable for neglect or want of skill beyond the amount 
of the bond and the amount payable on account 
of pilotage in respect of the voyage \in. which he 
was engaged when he became so liable. 

Liability of 
owner or 
master ')f 
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under 
pilotage. 
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7. (1) The States by reason of providing for the Lim}-ta~i?n 
pilotage of vessels in the territorial waters of the ~i ~~~~~ty 
Islands shall not; where without their actual fault 
or privity any loss or damage is caused to any 
yessed or to any goods, merchandise or other things 
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whatsoever on board any vessel or to any other 
property or l1ights of any kind, whether on land 
or sea or whether fixed or movable, by reason IOf a 
vessel navigating under circumstances in which 
pilotage is compulsory under the provisions of this 
Law, be liable to damages beyond the amount of 
one hundred pounds multiplied ,by the number 
of general pilots holding pilotage licences on the 
day when the loss or damage occurs. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall impose any 
liability in respect of any such loss or damage as 
aforesaid on the States in any case where no such 
liability would have existed if this Law had not 
been passed. 

Limitation 8. The limitation of liability under the provisions 
of liability of section six and of section seven of this Law shall 
where' 
several relate to the "vhole of any Losses or damages which 
cla~ms 'on:' d' . . 1 h h one occasion. luay ans,e upon anyone Istmct occaSTOn a t aug 

Saving. 

such losses and damages may be sustained by more 
than one person, and shall apply whether the 
liabil'ity arises at common law or under any enact­
ment for the time being in £oroe and no,twithstand­
ing anything contained in such enactment. 

9. Any licence granted under or by virtue of 
the provisions of any enactment repeal'ed by an 
Ordinance made in pursuance of the provis[ons 
of section one of this Law and valid immediate'ly 
before the coming into, force of this Law shall be 
deemed to have effect as though it were a licence 
granted under the provisions of an Ordinanoe made 
in pursuance of the provisions of this Law and any 
conditions attached thereto were conditions attached 
under the pmvisions of such Ordinance except in 
so far as any such conditions would be inconsisvent 
with any such provisions. 



II 

10. The Sta:tes may, from time to nime, by Penalties 

Ordinance prescribe the penalties which shall be ~~e~~ribed 
incurred by any person guilty of an offence under by . 
any Ordinanoe made in pursuance of any of the Ordmance. 

provisions .of this Law and different penalties mav 
be S.o prescribed for different offences. 

11. In this Law, unless the context otherwise 
requires the following expressions have the mean­
ings hereby respectively assigned to them, ,that is 
to say:-

"the Board" means the States Board of Adminis­
tration; 

"general pIlot" means a person licens'ed by the 
Guernsey Pilotage Board in pursuance of the 
provisions of an Ordinance made under the 
provisions of section one of this Law for 
the general pilotage of vessels within the 
pilotage zone; 

"the Islands" means the Islands of Guernsey, 
Refm and Jethou; .' 

"pilotage. licence '; means a licence granted by 
the Guerns'ey Pilotage Board in pursuance of 
the provisions of an Ordinance made under 
the provisions of section one of this Law 
for the pilotage of vessels within the pilotage 
zone; 

"the pjilotage zone" means such part of the 
territorial waters of the Islands as may, from 
time to time, be prescribed in that behalf 
by the States by Ordinance; 

"the roadstead" means such part of the pilotage 
zone as may, from time to time, be prescribed 
in that behalf by the States by Ordinance; 

Interpreta­
tion. 
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"special pilot" means a person licensed by the 
Guernsey Pilotage Board in pursuance 'Of the 
provisions of an Ordinance made under the 
provisions of section one of this Law for 
the pilotage within the pilotage zone of a 
vessel of which he is <the master or mate. 

12. The Compulsory Pilotage (Abolition of 
Defence) La,v, 1954, is hereby repea'led. 

13. This Law may be cited as the Pilotage (Guern­
sey) Law, 1966. 

14. This Law shall come into force on such date 
as the States may by Ordinance appoint. 

R. H. VIDELO, 

Her Majesty's Greffier. 




