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The Safety of Employees (Woodworking
Machinery) Ordinance, 1959

THE STATES, in exercise of the powers con-
ferred on them by the Health, Safety and Welfare
of Employees Law, 1950, and of all other powers
thereunto them enabling, and in pursuance of their
Resolution of the first day iof July, nineteen hundred
and fifty-nine, hereby order:—

PART 1

Interpretation

1. (1) In this Ordinance, unless the context other- Interpreta-
wise requires, the following expressions have the ton.
meanings hereby respectively assigned to them, that
is to say:—

“agent”, when used in relation to a quarry, has

the same meaning as in the Quarries (Safety)
Ordinance, 1954, when used in relation to
any quarry;

“the Authority” means ithe Administering
Authority constituted by the States under
the Health, Safety and Welfare of Employees
Law, 1950;

“building operations ” has the same meaning as
in section twenty-seven of the Ordinance of
1952;

“ circular saw ” means a circular saw working in a
bench, including a rack bench, for the pur-
pose of ripping, deep-cutting or cross-cutting
but does mnot include a swing saw or other
saw which is moved towards the wood;
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“ contravention ” includes, in relation to any pro-
vision, a failure to comply with that provision,
and the expression “contravened” shall be
construed accordingly;

“electrical processes or operations” means the
processes or operations mentioned in subsec-
tion (1) of section seventy-eight of the
Ordinance of 1952;

“electrical station ” means any premises to which
section seventy-eight of the Ordinance of 1952
applies;

I3

“factory ” has the same meaning as in the Ordin-
ance of 1952;

“gauge” means the Imperial Standard Wire
Gauge;

“ growing property ” has the same meaning as in
the Safety of Employees (Growing Properties)
Ordinance, 1954;

“inspector ” means—

(a) in relation to any premises to which this
Ordinance applies, other than quarries and
growing properties, an inspector appointed
under the provisions of the Ordinance of
1952;

(b) in relation to a quarry, a person appointed
under the provisions of the Quarries (Safety)
Ordinance, 1954, to execute and perform the
powers and duties of an inspector under
that. Ordinance;

(¢) in relation to a growing property, a person
appointed under the provisions-of the Safety
of Employees (Growing Properties) Ordin-
ance, 1954, to execute and perform the
powers and duties of an. inspector: :under
that *Ordinance;




“maintained ” means maintained in an efficient
state, in efficient working order and in good
repair;

“the Ordinance of 19527 means the Safety of
Employees (Miscellaneous Provisions) Ordin-
ance, 1952;

owner ”, when used in relation to a quarry, has
the same meaning as in the Quarries (Safety)
Ordinance, 1954, when used in relation to
any quarry;

It

“ plain band saw ” means a band saw, other than
a log or band resawing machine, the cutting
portion of which runs in a vertical direction;

“ planing machine ” includes a machine for over-
hand planing or for thicknessing or for both
p g g
operations;

“quarry ” has the same meaning as in the
Quarries (Safety) Ordinance, 1954;

‘underground room ” means a room any part of
which is so situate that half or more than half
the whole height thereof measured from the
floor to the céiling is below the surface of the
footway iof the adjoining street or of the
ground adjoining or mearest to the room;

I3

“ woodworking machine ” means a circular saw,

plain band saw, planing machine, vertical

* spindle mouldmg machine or cham mortising
machlne operatmg on wood

(2) Except in-so far as the context otherwise
requires, any reference in this Ordinance to any other
enactment shall ‘be construed as a .-reference to that
enactment as amended, ‘extended. or applied by or
under any other enactment; ‘including this Ordin-
ance. - I



8
PART II

Safety (General Provisions)

Application. 2. (1) The provisions of this Ordinance shall have
effect in relation to any woodworking machine in
use at any premises to which this Ordinance applies.

(2) The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply

to the followmg premises, that is to say—

(@) every factory;

(b) every quarry;

(¢) every growing property;

(d) every dock, wharf or quay (including any
warehouse belonging to the States of Guern-
sey and any line or siding used in connection
with and for the purposes of the dock, wharf
or quay) and every other warehouse (not
forming part of a factory) in or for the pur-
poses of which mechanical power is used;

(¢) any premises where building operations are
being carried on;

(f) every electrical station.

(3) The provisions of this Ordinance in their
application—

(@) to any quarry shall have effect as if the

owner or agent of the quarry were in any-

case the occupier of those premises;

(b) to any premises mentioned in paragraph (d)
of the last foregoing subsection shall have
effect as if the person having the actual use
or occupation of those premises or any part

thereof were the occupier of those premises; ,

(¢) to any premises where building operations

are being carried on shall have effect as if

* the person undertakmg any such operatmns
“were the occupier of those premises;
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(d) to any electrical station shall have effect as
if the employer of any person employed at
the premises in or in connection with any
electrical process or operation were the
occupier of the premises.

3. (1) It shall be the duty of the occupier of any
premises to which this Ordinance applies to comply
with the provisions of this Ordinance and to the best
of his power enforce the observance thereof.

(2) It shall be the duty of all contractors, work-
men and persons employed at any such premises
to conduct their work in accordance with the said
provisions.

4. Every woodworking machine shall be provided
with an efficient stopping and starting appliance and
the control of that appliance shall be in such a
position as to be readily and conveniently operated
by the person in charge of the machine.

5. (1) Sufficient clear and unobstructed space shall
be maintained at every woodworking machine while
in motion to enable the work to be carried on with-
out unnecessary risk.

(2) The floor surrounding every woodworking
machine shall be maintained in good and level
condition and as far as practicable free from chips
or other loose material and shall not be allowed to
become slippery.

6. (1) Where the natural light at a woodworking
machine is inadequate and can be improved by the
provision of additional or better windows not involv-
ing serious structural alteration or by whitening the
walls or tops of the premises or by any other reason-
able means, the occupier shall take steps as aforesaid
to improve the natural light at the said machine.
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~ (2) The means of artificial lighting for every
woodworking machine shall be adequate and shall be
so placed or shaded as to prevent direct rays of light
from impinging on the eyes of the operator while
he is operating the machine.

7. A woodworking machine shall not be worked
in any underground room which is certified by the
Authority to be unsuitable for the purpose as regards
construction, light, ventilation or in any other respect.

8. The temperature of any part of a room in which
a woodworking machine is being worked shall not
at any time fall below fifty degrees Fahrenheit,
except where and in so far as the construction of the
room and the necessities of the business carried on
make it impracticable to maintain that temperature.

9. (1) Every person while being trained to work a
woodworking machine shall be carefully and fully
instructed as to the dangers arising in connection
with such machine and the precautions to be
observed.

(2) A person shall not be employed at a wood-
working machine unless he has been sufficiently
trained to work that class of machine or unless he
works under the adequate supervision of a person
who has a thorough knowledge of the working of
the machine.

10. (1) Every circular saw shall be fenced as

- follows, that is to say:—

(a) the part of the saw below the bench table
shall be protected by two plates of metal or
other suitable material, one on each side of
the saw, and such plates—

(1) shall not be more than six inches apart;
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(i) shall extend from the axis of the saw
outwards to a distance of not less than
two inches beyond the teeth of the saw;
and

(ii1) in the case of metal plates which are not
beaded, shall be of a thickness at least
equal to fourteen gauge; or

(iv) in the case of metal plates which are
beaded, shall be of a thickness at least
equal to twenty gauge;

(b) behind and in a direct line with the saw
there shall be a riving knife, which shall
have a smooth surface, shall be strong, rigid
and easily adjustable and shall conform to
the following conditions, that is to say—

(i) the edge of the knife nearer the saw
shall form an arc of a circle having a
radius not exceeding the radius of the
1argest saw used on the bench;

(ii) the knife shall be maintained as close
as practicable to the saw, having regard
to the nature of the work being done

- at the time;

(iii) the distance at the level of the bench
table between the front edge of the
knife and teeth of the saw shall not
exceed half an inch;

(iv) in the case of a saw of a diameter of
less than twenty-four inches, the knife
shall extend upwards from the bench
table to within one inch of the top of
the saw; :

(v) in the case of a saw of a diameter of
twenty-four inches or over, the knife
shall extend upwards from the bench
table to a height of at least nine inches;
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(c) the top of the saw shall be covered by a
strong and easily adjustable guard, with a
flange at the side of the saw farthest from
the fence, and such guard—

(1) shall be kept so adjusted that the said
flange shall extend below the roots of
the teeth of the saw; and

(ii) shall extend from the top of the riving
knife to a point as low as practicable
at the cutting edge of the saw.

(2) A suitable push-stick shall be kept available
for wse at the bench of every circular saw, which
is fed by hand, to enable the work to be carried on
without unmnecessary risk.

11. Every plain band saw shall be guarded as
follows, that is to say:—
(a) both sides of the bottom pulley shall be
completely encased by sheet metal or other
suitable material;

(b) the front of the top pulley shall be covered
with sheet metal or other suitable material;
and

(c) all parts of the blade shall be enclosed or
otherwise securely guarded, except the part
of the blade between the bench table and
the top guide.

12. (1) A planing machine which is not
mechanically fed shall not be used for overhand

- planing unless it is fitted with a cylindrical cutter

block.

(2) Every planing machine used for overhand
planing shall be provided with a bridge guard cap-
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able of covering the full length and breadth of the
cutting slot in the bench and so constructed as to
be easily adjusted both in a vertical and horizontal
direction.

(3) The feed roller of every planing machine
used for thicknessing, except the combined machine
for overhand planing and thicknessing, shall be
provided with an efficient guard.

13. (1) The cutter of every vertical spindle mould-
ing machine shall, when practicable, be provided
with the most efficient guard having regard to the
nature of the work which is being performied.

(2) As respects such work as cannot be per-
formed with an efficient guard for the cutter, the
wood being moulded at a vertical spindle moulding
machine shall, if practicable, be held in a jig or
holder of such construction as to reduce as far as
possible the risk of accident to the worker.

(3) ‘A suitable spike or push-stick shall be kept
available for wuse at the bench of every vertical
spindle moulding machine.

14. The chain of every chain mortising machine
shall be provided with a guard which shall enclose
the cutters as far as practicable.

15. The guards and other appliances required by
the provisions of this Ordinance shall be maintained
in an efficient state and shall be constantly kept in
position while the machinery is in motion, except

when, owing to the nature of the work being done,

the use of the guards or appliances is rendered
impracticable, and such guards shall be so adjusted
as to enable the work to be carried on without
unnecessary risk.
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16. The provisions of subsection (1) of section ten
(which relates to circular saws), section eleven (which
relates to plain band saws) and subsection (2) and sub-
section (3) of section twelve (which relates to planing
machines) of this Ordinance shall not apply to any
woodworking machine in respect of which it can be
shown that other safeguards are provided and main-
tained which render the machine equally safe as it
would be if guarded in accordance with the provi-
sions of this Ordinance.

17. Any obligation as to any fencing of any part
of any woodworking machine imposed under the pro-
visions of this Ordinance shall be in substitution for
any obligation as to fencing in respect of that part
of that machine imposed under the provisions of : —

(a) section three of the Ordinance of 1952; or
(b) section nine of the Quarries (Safety) Ordin-
ance, 1954; or

¢} section Iour -0of the wnarety o mpioyees
, ion £ f the Safety of Lmploy
(Growing Properties) Ordinance, 1954

PART III
General

18. (1) A person employed on a woodworking
machine shall—

(@) use and maintain in proper adjustment the
guards provided in pursuance of the pro-
visions of this Ordinance;

(b) wuse the spikes, push-sticks, jigs or holders
provided in pursuance of the provisions of
subsection (2) of section ten (which relates to
circular saws) and subsection (2) and subsec-
tion (3) of section thirteen (which relates to

-—

—
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vertical spindle moulding machines) of this
Ordinance;

except when, owing to the nature of the work being
done, the use of the guards or appliances is rendered
impracticable.

(2) A person employed at any premises to which
this Ordinance applies shall not—

(@)

(b)

wilfully interfere with or misuse any guards
or any other appliance provided in pursu-
ance of the provisions of this Ordinance and

- where such guards or other appliance are

provided for the use of any such person
under this Ordinance he shall use the
guards or appliance;

wilfully and without reasonable cause do
anything likely to endanger himself or
others.

19. (1) An inspector shall, for the purposes of the
execution of this Ordinance, have power to do any
or all of the following things, that is to say:—

(@)

to enter, inspect and examine at all reason-
able times, by day and night, any premises
to which this Ordinance applies and every
part thereof and every building thereat,
when he has reasonable cause to believe that
any person is employed thereat and to enter
by day any place which he has reasonable
cause to believe to be premises to which this
Ordinance applies;

to make such examinations and enquiries as
may be necessary to ascertain whether the
provisions of this Ordinance are complied
with so far as respects any premises to which

‘this Ordinance applies:

Powers of
inspectors.
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(¢) to require any person whom he finds at any
premises to which this Ordinance applies to
give such information as it is in his power
to give as to who is the occupier or owner
of the premises, or the employer of any
person employed thereat or the owner or
hirer of any machinery thereat;

(d) to examine, either alone or in the presence .

of any other person, as he thinks fit, with
respect to matters under this Ordinance,
every person whom he finds at any premises
to which this Ordinance applies or whom he
has reasonable cause to believe to be or to
have been within the preceding two months
employed at any premises to which this
Ordinance applies, and to require every such
person to be so examined and to sign a
declaration of the truth of the matters res-
pecting which he is so examined, so, how-
ever, that no one shall be required under
this provision to answer any question or to
give any evidence tending to incriminate
himself; and

(¢) to exercise such other powers as may be
necessary for carrying this Ordinance into
effect and in respect of which an inspector
has been authorised by the Authority to
act on its behalf.

(2) Where an inspector believes that an offence
under this Ordinance has been committed and pro-
poses, in exercise of the powers conferred by para-

graph- (b) and paragraph (d) of the last foregoing
subsection, to ask questions of a person for the pur-
pose of verifying the inspector’s belief or of ascertain-
ing particulars of the offence, it shall be his duty,
before asking the questions, to inform that person of
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his right to refuse to answer a question tending to
incriminate him.

(3) The occupier of any premises to ‘which this
Ordinance applies, his agents and servants shall
furnish the means required by an inspector as neces-
sary for an entry, inspection, examination, inquiry
or otherwise for the exercise of his powers under this
Ordinance in relation to those premises.

(4) Any person who wilfully delays an inspector
in the exercise of any power under this section or
fails to comply with the requisition of an inspector
in pursuance of this section or wilfully withholds
any information as to who is the occupier or owner
of any premises to which this Ordinance applies, or
as to who is the employer of any person, or as to
who is the owner or hirer of any machinery, or
conceals or prevents, or attempts to conceal or pre-
vent, a person from appearing before or being
examined by an inspector, shall be deemed to
obstruct an inspector in the execution of his duties
under this Ordinance.

(5) Where an inspector is obstructed in the
exercise of his powers or duties under this Ordin-
ance, the person obstructing him shall be guilty of
an offence and.liable, on. conviction, to a fine not
exceeding five pounds; and where an inspector is so
obstructed at any. premises to which this Ordinance
applies the occupier of those premises shall, subject
as hereafter in this Ordinance provided, be guilty
of an offence.

20. An inspector, when visiting premises to which
this Ordinance applies in the exercise of his powers
or duties under this Ordinance, shall produce to any-
one reasonably demanding its production—

{d) in any case where those premises are a
quarry, the certificate of his appointment

Production

of inspector’s -
certificate of
appoint-

ment.
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with which he has been furnished in accord-
ance with the provisions of section fifty of
the Quarries (Safety) Ordinance, 1954;

(b) -in any case where those premises are a grow-
ing property, the certificate of his appoint-
ment with which he has been furnished
in accordance with the provisions of sectiOn
thirty-three of the Safety of Employees
(Growing Properties) Ordinance, 1954;

(¢) in any other case, the certificate of his
appointment with which he has been
furnished in accordance with the provisions
of section seventy-six of the Ordinance of
1952.

21. (1) In any case where the Authority is satisfied
in respect of any premises to which this Ordinance
applies that, owing to the special conditions of the
work or otherwise, any of the requirements of this
Ordinance can be suspended or relaxed without
danger to the persons employed thereat, the
Authority may from time to time by certificate
authorise such suspension or relaxation for such
period and on such conditions as it thinks fit.

(2) A certificate granted under subsection (1) of
this section may ‘at any time be revoked by the
Authority and any conditions attached to the grant
of any such certificate may at any time be varied
by the Authority.

PART 1V

Oﬁéncés, penalties and. legal proceedings

22. (1) In the event of any conttavention at or in
connection with or in relation to any premises to
which this Ordinance applies of any of the provisions
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of this Ordinance, the occupier of the premises shall,
subject as hereafter in this Ordinance provided, be
guilty of an offence.

(2) In the event of a contravention by an em-
ployed person of the provisions of section eighteen
of this Ordinance (which relates to duties of persons
employed) that person shall be guilty of an offence
and the occupier shall not be guilty of an offence by
reason-only of the contravention of the provisions of
the said section eighteen unless it is proved that he
failed to take all reasonable steps to prevent the con-
travention, but this subsection shall not be taken as
affecting any liability of the occupier in respect of
the same matters by virtue of some provision other
than the provisions aforesaid.

(3) If the occupier of any premises to which this
Ordinance applies avails himself of any special
exemption allowed by or under this Ordinance and
fails to comply with any of the conditions attached
to the exemption, he shall be deemed to have con-
travened the pI‘OVlSlOI‘lS of this Ordinance.

(4) If any persons are employed at any premises
to which this- Ordinance applies otherwise than in
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.
there shall be deemed to be a separate- contravention
in respect of each person so employed.

(5) Where an offence under this Ordinance com-
mitted by a body corporate is proved to have been
committed with the consent or connivance of, or to
have been facilitated by any neglect on the part of,
any director, manager, secretary or other officer of
the body corporate he, as well as the body corporate,
shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence and
shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished
accordmgly .
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23. Subject as hereafter in this Ordinance pro-
vided, any person guilty of an offence under this
Ordinance for which no express penalty is provided
by this Ordinance shall be liable on conviction. to
a fine not exceeding twenty pounds, and if the con-
travention in respect of which he was so convioted
is continued after the conviction he shall, subject
to the provisions of the next succeeding section
of this Ordinance, be guilty of a further offence
and liable on conviction in respect thereof to a fine
not exceeding five pounds for each day on which
the contravention was so continued.

24. Where the occupier of any premises to which
this Ordinance applies is convicted of an offence
under this Ordinance, the Court may, in addition to
or instead of inflicting a fine, order him, within the
time specified in the order, to take such steps as may
be so specified for remedying the matters in respect
of which the contravention occurred, and may, on
application, enlarge the time so specified, and where
such an order is made, the occupier shall not be liable
under this Ordinance-in respect of the continuation
of the contravention during the time allowed by the
Court, but if, after the expiration of that time as
originally speaﬁed or enlarged by S\ubsequent order,
the order is not comphed with, the occupier shall be
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding five
pounds for each day on which the non-comphance
continues.

25. If any person wilfully makes or signs as being
a declaration required by an inspector in pursuance
of this Law a- declaration which is false, he shall,
without prejudice to any other penalty, be guilty of

‘an ‘offence under this Ordinance and lable on con-

viction to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds
or to-imprisonment for-a term not -exceeding - three
months.
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26. Where an act or default for which an occupier
is liable under this Ordinance is in fact the act or
default of some contractor, agent, servant, worker or
other person, that contractor, agent, servant, worker
or other person shall be guilty of an offence and
liable to the like fine as if he were the occupier.

27. Where the occupier of any premises to which
this Ordinance applies who is charged with an
offence under this Ordinance proves to the satisfac-
tion. of the Court that he has used all due diligence
to enforce the execution of this Ordinance and that
the offence was due to the act or default of some
other person who committed it without his consent,
connivance or wilful default, he shall be acquitted
of the offence.

28. Where, under this Ordinance, any person is
substituted for the occupier with respect to any pro-
visions of this Ordinance, any summons or proceed-
ings, which for the purpose of any of those provisions
is or are by or under this Ordinance required or
authorised to be served on or taken in relation to
the occupier, is or are hereby required or authorised,
as the case may be, to be served on or taken in
relation to that person.

29. Where at any premises to which this Ordin-
_ance applies the owner or hirer of any woodworking
machine is some person other than the occupier of
the premises, the owner or hirer shall, so far as
respects any obligation imposed under this Ordin-
ance in relation to that woodworking machine and
so far as respects any offence under this Ordinance
committed in relation to a person who is employed
in or about or in connection with that woodworking
machine and is in"the employment ‘or pay of the
owner or hirer, be deemed to be the occupier of
the premises.
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30. In any proceedings under this Ordinance it
shall be sufficient in the charge or summons to allege
that the premises are premises to which this Ordin-
ance applies and to state the name of the ostensible
occupier of the premises, or where the occupier is
a firm, the title of the firm.

31. If a person is found at any premises to which
this Ordinance applies at any time at which work is
going on or any machinery is in motion, except dur-
ing the intervals for meals or rest, he shall, until the
contrary is proved, be deemed for the purposes of
this Ordinance to have been then employed at the
premises :

PROVIDED that this section shall not apply to any
premises at which the only persons employed are
members of the same family dwelling thereat.

PART V

Extent and Commencement

32. This Ordinance shall have effect in the Island
of Guernsey.

33. This Ordinance shall come into force on the
first day of December, nineteen hundred and fifty-
nine.

R. H. VIDELO,

Her Majesty’s Greffier.




