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Ordinance of the  Ghief Pleas - 

en t i t l ed  

The Swine Diseases (Sark) Ordinance, 1918 

TRE CHIEF PLEAS OF S A X ,  i n  exercise of the powers 

conferred upon them by subsection (I) of section eight of the 

Reform (Sark) Law, 1951(a), and of a l l  other powers enabling 

them i n  tha t  behalf, hereby order:- 

Inteypretation. ? . ( I )  I n  t h i s  Ordinance, unless the context otherwise 

requires, the following expressions s h a l l  have the meanings 

hereby respectively assigned t o  them, tha t  i s  t o  say:- 

"the Chief Pleast' means the Chief Pleas of Sark; 

"the Committee" means the Sark Agricultural 

Committee; 

"the Courtt' means the Court of the Seneschal; 

"the disease!' means any of the following diseases - 
Atrophic &initis; 

Swine Fever; 

Swine Vesicular Disease; 

Teschen's Disease; 

"the Sark Veteri.nary Officer" means a veterinary 

surgeon who is authorised t o  pract ise a s  

such i n  the Island of Guernsey according Co 

the law f o r  the time being i n  force and who 

is nomimted by the Committee t o  carry out 

the dut ies  prescribed i n  t h i s  Ordinance, and 

may, i f  a veterinary surgeon is not available 

t o  carrg out such duties ,  mean a person 

nominated by the Committee t o  carry out any 

special  dut ies  i n  re la t ion  t o  t h i s  Ordinance; 

"Swine" includes carcases of swine; 

(a) Ordres en Conseil Vol. XV, p.215. 



Duty of 
owner of 
affected 
swine. 

"swine dealer" means a person who buys and s e l l s  

swine, but a person sha l l  not be a swine 

dealer by reason only tha t  he s e l l s  fo r  

slaughter swine which he has purchased and 

fed fo r  that purpose. 

(2) The Interpretat ion (Guernsey) Law, 1948(b), s h a l l  

apply t o  the in terpre ta t ion  of this Ordinance a s  it applies t o  

the interpretat ion of a Guernsey enactment. 

(3) Any reference i n  t h i s  Ordinance t o  any other enact- 

ment shall, except where the context otherwise requires, be 

construed a s  including a reference t o  t ha t  enactment a s  amended, 

repealed o r  replaced, extended o r  applied by o r  under any other  

enactment including t h i s  Ordinance. 

2. (1 ) Every owner of ,  o r  any person having i n  h i s  charge, 

any swine which a re  affected o r  suspected of being affected 

with the disease sha l l  immediately not i fy  the Sark Veterinary 

Officer and shall:- 

(a) prevent the access of other swine o r  of any 

person (other  than the Sark Veterinary Officer 

and the person attending the swine) t o  the 

premises on which the affected o r  suspected 

swine are; and 

(b) detain on the premises a l l  swine thereon. 

(2) The r e s t r i c t i ons  imposed by t h i s  section shall 

remain i n  operation a s  regards any premises u n t i l  notice i n  

writing t o  the contrary is  given t o  such person by&e Sark 

Veterinary Officer. 

Inspection 3.(1) The Sark Veterinary Officer may, i f  he suspects 
of premises 
and swine. t ha t  the disease ex i s t s  on any premises, enter  upon and 

inspect such premises and any swine on those premises and 

may keep under inspection any suspected premises o r  swine, 

(b) Ordres en Conseil Vol. XIII, p.355. 



other  than carcases of swine, f o r  any period which he may think 

f i t .  

(2) Before entering any such premises the Sark 

Veterinary Officer shall put on sui table boots and overal l  

clothing which are  capable of being disinfected,  and immediately 

before leaving such premises s h a l l  thoroughly disinfect  h i s  

boots, overal l  clothing and hands. 

Veterinary 4. The Sark Veterinary Officer sha l l ,  immediately a f t e r  
Officer t o  
report  t o  carrying out an inspection i n  accordance with the provisions of 
Committee. 

the l a s t  foregoing section, inform the Committee of any swine 

found t o  be, o r  suspected of being, affected. 

Dee -ration 5. (1) On receipt  of not i f ica t ion  from the Sark Veterinary 
of Infected 
Place. Officer tha t  the disease exis t s ,  o r  is suspected to  ex i s t ,  on 

any premises, the Committee may declare the premises o r  any 

par t  thereof t o  be an Infected Place and any such premises sha l l ,  

f o r  a s  long a s  such declaration i s  i n  force, be subject t o  the 

following restrictions:- 

(a) no swine s h a l l  be moved in to  o r  out of the 

Infected Place unless a l icence i n  t ha t  

behalf has been granted by the Committee; 

(b) no dung, animal f eeding-stuffs, l i t t e r ,  

u tens i l ,  pen, hurdle, vehicle o r  other thing 

sha l l  be moved out of the Infected Place 

unless a l icence i n  t ha t  behalf has been 

granted by the Committee; 

(c) swine on an Infected Place s h a l l  not be 

allowed by the owner o r  person i n  charge 

thereof t o  s t r ay  from o r  out of the Infected 

Place; 

(d) notice of the death of any swine on the 

Infected Place s h a l l  be given immediately 

to  the Sark Veterinary Officer by the 

person i n  charge thereof; 



l e )  no person other than the Sark Veterinarg 

Officer o r  the person attending the swine, 

sha l l  enter  any par t  of an Infected Place 

unless authorised by and i n  accordance with a 

written permit obtained from the Committee; 

( f )  any person entering any part  of the Infected 

Place sha l l  wear sui table overal l  clothing and 

boots which are  capable of being disinfected 

and sha l l ,  before leaving such place, thoroughly 

d is infec t  such clothing and boots and h i s  

hands; when not i n  use such clothing and 

boots shall be l e f t  i n  such place a s  the Sark 

Veterinary Officer sha l l  d i rec t ;  

(g) any person other than the Sark Veterinary 

Officer attending swine on an Infected Place 

s h a l l  not attend swine on any other  premises; 

(h) the owner of such swine, o r  the person i n  

whose charge such swine are ,  sha l l ,  t o  the 

best  of h i s  ab i l i t y ,  give t o  the Committee o r  

t o  the Sark Veterinary Officer any information 

concerning the swine which the Committee o r  

tha t  Officer may require; 

( i )  no swine on an Infected mace shall be 

slaughtered and dressed fo r  human consumption; 

and 

(j) the owner, o r  person i n  charge, of swine on 

an Infected Place sha l l  keep, o r  cause t o  

be kept, a t  o r  near every e x i t  t o  the 

Infected Place a receptacle of a type, and 

containing disinfectant ,  approved from time 

to  time by the Sark Veterinary Officer and 

such disinfectant  sha l l  be changed o r  

renewed by the said owner o r  person from 
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(2) Any licence granted by the Committee may be granted 

subject to such conditions as the Committee think fit and any 

such licence may be renewed, varied or revoked by the Committee. 

6 .  A declaration that any premises are an Infected 

Place may be revoked by the Committee after an inspection by, 

and on the advice of, the Sark Veterinary Officer. 

Order 7- The Committee may by order prohibit the movement of 
prohibiting 
movement swine into any premises or any part thereof, not being premises 
of swine. 

which have been declared an Infected Place in pursuance of the 

Offences 
relating 
to infected 
swine. 

provisions of subsection (1) of section five of this Ordinance, 

on which there is, or has been, swine exposed to infection by 

the disease. 

8. It shall be an offence under this Ordinance - 
(a) for any person knowingly, without the 

permission of the Committee, to bring swine 

infected or suspected of being infected with 

the disease into a public place or a place 

to which the public have access or into any 

place where such swine may come into contact 

with other swine; 

(b) for any person in charge of swine to fail 

to take all reasonable precautions to 

prevent them obtaining access to swine 

infected or suspected of being infected with 

the disease; 

(c) for any person being in control of a place 

where swine, infected or suspected of being 

infected with the disease, are or have been 

while so infected or suspected to fail to 

take reasonable precautions to prevent access 

of swine to that place. 
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9. (1) The Committee may cause t o  be slaughtered:- 

(a) any swine suspected of being af fec ted  with the 

disease ; 

(b) any swine which a re  o r  have been i n  contact with 

swine af fec ted  with the  disease, o r  which appear 

t o  the Committee t o  have been exposed t o  the  

infec t ion  of the disease. 

(2) The Committee may cause t o  be disposed of ,  i n  such 

manner as i t  s h a l l  d i r ec t ,  the  carcase of any swine af fec ted  with 

o r  suspected of being af fec ted  with the  disease. 

10. It shall be an offence t o  d ig  up o r  cause t o  be dug 

up, without the wr5tten permission of the  Committee, the carcase 
0 0 

of any swine, the bu r i a l  of which has been directed under t h i s  

Ordinance. 

11. The Committee may cause t o  be cleansed and dis- 

infected,  under the supervision of the Sark Veterinary Officer ,  

any Infected Place and any u t ens i l ,  pen, hurdle, vehicle o r  

other  thing used f o r  o r  about o r  f o r  the t ransport  of any swine 

affected o r  suspected of being af fec ted  with the disease. 

12, Subject t o  h i s  having complied with the provisions 

of t h i s  Ordinance, compensation s h a l l  be payable by the Chief 

Pleas t o  the owner of  any swine slaughtered under and i n  accnrd- 

ance with such provisions. 

13. (1) The compensation payable under and i n  accord- 

ance with the provisions of the  l a s t  preceding sect ion s h a l l  be - 
(a)  i n  the case of a breeding sow o r  boai., seventy- 

f i v e  pounds o r  its market value immediately 

before slaughter,  whichever is the l e s s ;  

(b) i n  the case of any o ther  swine weighing under 

one hundred pounds, f i v e  pounds f o r  the f i r s t  

month of age of the swine with an addit ional  

four pounds f o r  each subsequent month of age 

thereof o r  its market value immediately before 



slailghter, whichever i s  the l e s s ;  

(c) i n  the case of any other  swine weighing one 

hundred pounds o r  over, its value a s  meat. 

(2) In  assessing the value of a swine under the provisions 

of the l a s t  preceding subsection no account s h a l l  be taken of the  

f a c t  t ha t  a t  t ha t  time the swine was o r  was suspected of being 

affected with the disease. 

(3) There s h a l l  be deducted from the compensation payable 

under the provisions of subsection (1) of t h i s  sect ion i n  respect 

of any swine the carcase of which i s  sold a t  a pr ice  approved by 

the Committee, the amount received f o r  t h a t  carcase, 

CF nsat ion 14. Notwithstanding '&e provisions of sect ion twglve of 
n0.b payable 
i n  case of t h i s  Ordinance no compensation s h a l l  be pagable under t ha t  sect ion 
negligence 
o r  default,  i f  i t  is  found by the Com.nittee (from whose decision an appeal 

s h a l l  l i e  t o  the Court) t h a t  the  owner of a slaughtered swine 

is, by reason of h i s  negligznce o r  d e f w l t ,  responsible f o r  

t h a t  swine becoming af fec ted  wjth the disease-  

Arbitration. 15. (1) I f  where a swine is  ordered by the Committee t o  be. 

slaughtered the Cormittee a ~ d  the owner of the swine do not 

agree a s  t o  the value of such swine, E U C ~  value s h a l l  be 

assessed, before s laughter ,  by two valuers, of whom one s h a l l  

be appointed by the Con~it,Lee and the other  by the owner of 

the swine. 

(2) I f  such owner &all_ f a i l  t o  inform the Committee 

i n  wri t ing within such period a s  the  Committee may specify t o  

him of the  name and address of the valuer appointed by him, a 

valuer s h a l l  be appointed by the 

Connittee which valuer s h a l l  then f o r  the purposes of t h i s  

Ordinance be deemed to  be -Ihe valuer appointed by the owner, 

(3) The valuers  so appointed s h a l l ,  before commencing 

t h e i r  valuation, nominate an umpire who s h a l l  assess the 

value of the swine i f  the valuers  disagree; the decision of 
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the valuers  o r  of the umpire, a s  the case may be, s h a l l  be f i n a l ,  

16 Payment of compensation under the provisions of t h i s  

Ordinance s h a l l  be f u l l  s a t i s f ac t ion  of the value of the swine 

slaughtered a s  aforesaid and of a l l  expenses incurred by the 

owner of the swine i n  carrying out h i s  dut ies  under t h i s  Ordinance, 

including, i f  any, the cost  of and inc identa l  t o  a valuation. 

17. Any sums required by the Committee f o r  the purposes 

of sect ion nine of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be paid out of monies 

provided by Chief Pleas. 

18, The cost  of any cleansing o r  d is infec t ion  car r ied  

out  by the C)ummittee under the provisions of sect ion eleven of 

t h i s  CrdinaL8ce s h a l l  be paid f o r  out ofQmonies provided by Chief 

Pleas save tha t  where such cos t  r e s u l t s  from o r  is increased by 

any wi l fu l  a c t  o r  neglect on the pa r t  of the owner of the swine 

concerned, o r  of h i s  servants  o r  agents, the Committee may 

recover the amount of such cost  o r  increase from the owner a s  a 

c i v i l  debt. 

19.(1) The O~mmittee may by order require:- 

(a) every swine dealer  t o  keep a r e g i s t e r  of h i s  

t ransact ions;  

(b) every cas t r a to r  of swine t o  keep a r e g i s t e r  of 

swine castrated;  

(c) every owner of a boar used f o r  the service of 

sows other  than h i s  own t o  keep a r eg i s t e r  of 

sows served. 

( 2 )  Any reg i s t e r  reruired by the Committee t o  be kept 

under the provisions of the l a s t  preceding subsection s h a l l  be 

i n  such form and contain such pa r t i cu l a r s  a s  the Committee may 

from time to  time prescribe, and s h a l l  be produced by the owner 

fo r  inspection a t  a l l  reasonable times t o  a person duly 

authorised by the Committee, and tha t  person s h a l l  be en t i t l ed  

to  make copies of any en t r i e s  therein,  



Frovi s ions 20. The Committee may by order  require:- 
r e l a t ing  t o  
cas t ra tors .  (a)  t ha t  any instrument used by a ca s t r a to r  f o r  the 

purpose of cas t ra t ing  swine s h a l l  forthwith 

a f t e r  being used f o r  such purpose and before 

being again so used f o r  the purpose of cas t ra t ing  

swine on other  premises be thoroughly washed 

with soap and water and s h a l l  then be disinfected,  

o r  otherwise s t e r i l i s e d ;  and 

(b) t ha t  every cas t r a to r  immediately before leaving 

any premises upon which he has cas t ra ted  swine 

s h a l l  thoroughly wash h i s  hands with soap and 

0 

Returns. 
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w&er and h i s  boots with an approved dis- 

infectant .  

21. The Committee may by order cause a return to  be 

made t o  the Committee a s  and when required and i n  such form a s  

the Committee s h a l l  prescribe i n  r e l a t ion  t o  strine on an 

Infected Place. 

22. (1) The Committee may by order - 
o r  any par t  thereof 

(a) declare the Is land of ~ a r k f i o  be an Infected 

Area and such order s h a l l  have e f f ec t ,  subject  

t o  any exemption i n  wri t ing granted by the 

Committee and t o  such conditions a s  the 

Committee may from time t o  time a t t ach  there to ,  

( i )  prohib i t  the movement of any swine out 

of o r  i n to  the Infected Area; 

( i i )  prohibi t  the movement of any swine, 

other  than carcases thereof,  from any 

premises i n  the Infected Area on which 

the swine were s i t u a t e  immediately 

p r io r  t o  the coming in to  force of such 

order; 

( i i i )  prohibi t  the slaughter of swine a t  any 



place i n  t h e  lnfected Area save that 

swine may be slaughtered i n  an Infected 

Place ; 

( i v )  require ,  during the  continuance i n  force 

of such order,  the  owner of any swine 

which d i e  i n  the  Infected Area o r  which 

d i e  outs ide the  Infected Area having been 

i n  the  Infected Area during t h e  two weeks 

immediately preceding death t o  repor t  the  

f a c t  of such death,  a s  soon a s  may be 

t h e r e a f t e r ,  t o  the  Sark Veterinary Officer;  

(b) proh ib i t  the  export of any swine from t h e  Is land 

of Sark. 

( 2 )  The Sark Veterinary Off icer  s h a l l ,  i f  so  ins t ruc ted  

by the  Committee, inspec t  any swine within an In fec ted  Area, and 

s h a l l  submit a report  of any such inspect ion t o  the  Committee. 

(3) For t h e  purposes of t h i s  sec t ion  any farm o r  holding 

which is  p a r t l y  within  and p a r t l y  without an Infected Area s h a l l  

be deemed t o  be wholly within  t h a t  Area, and detached p a r t s  of 

iml farms o r  holdings wholly outs ide an Infected Area s h a l l  be 
I : 1 

-..---I deemed t o  be separate  farms o r  holdings. 

Ofrences, 23. Any person- committing an offence under t h e  provis ions  

of t h i s  Ordinance o r  any person contravening any of the  

provis ions  of t h i s  Ordinance o r  of any order  o r  d i r e c t i o n  o r  

l i c e n c e  given hereunder o r  any person giving information which 

he is  required t o  give under t h e  provisions of t h i s  Ordinance 

which i s  f a l s e  o r  misleading i n  a mater ia l  p a r t i c u l a r  o r  

obstruct ing o r  attempting t o  obstruct  the  Sark Veterinary 

Off ice r  i n  the  execution of h i s  duty hereunder s h a l l  be g u i l t y  

of an offence and l i a b l e ,  on conviction, t o  a f i n e  no t  exceed- 

i n g  one hundred pounds. 

Ci ta t ion .  24. This Ordinance may be c i t e d  a s  t h e  Swine Diseases 



Commencement. 

(Sark) Ordinance, 1978, 

25 - This Ordinance .shall come into force on the 

day of &&& , nineteen hundred and seventy-eight. 


