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ORDINANCE 

OF THE STATES OF DELIBERATION 

 

ENTITLED 

 

The Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) 

Ordinance, 2002 * 

 

[CONSOLIDATED TEXT] 

 

NOTE 

 

This consolidated version of the enactment incorporates all amendments 

listed in the footnote below. It has been prepared for the Guernsey Law 

website and is believed to be accurate and up to date, but it is not 

authoritative and has no legal effect. No warranty is given that the text is free 

of errors and omissions, and no liability is accepted for any loss arising from 

its use. The authoritative text of the enactment and of the amending 

instruments may be obtained from Her Majesty's Greffier, Royal Court 

House, Guernsey, GY1 2PB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© States of Guernsey

 
*  No. X of 2002 (Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXIX, p. 94); as amended by 

the Machinery of Government (Transfer of Functions) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 2003 

(No. XXXIII of 2003, Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXIX, p. 406); the Organisation 

of States' Affairs (Transfer of Functions) Ordinance, 2016 (No. IX of 2016); the Road 

Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019 

(No. VIII of 2019); the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) 

(Guernsey) (Brexit) Regulations, 2019 (G.S.I. No. 72 of 2019). See also the Police 

Force (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 1986 (Ordres en Conseil Vol. XXIX, p. 207). 
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(Made on the 26th June, 2002.) 

 

The Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) 

Ordinance, 2002 

 

 THE STATES, in pursuance of their Resolution of the 9th day of January, 

2002
a
, hereby order: – 

 

Maximum width of motor vehicles. 

 1. Subject to the provisions of section 2, a person shall not, except under 

the authority of and in accordance with the conditions of the permission in writing of 

the States [Committee for the Environment & Infrastructure] ("the Committee"), use 

or cause or permit any other person to use on a public highway a motor vehicle of 

which the overall width is in excess of 2.31 metres. 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

In section 1, the words in square brackets were substituted by the 

Organisation of States' Affairs (Transfer of Functions) Ordinance, 2016, 

section 2, Schedule 1, paragraph 4(a), with effect from 1st May, 2016.1 

 
 

Exceptions from section 1. 

 2. (1) The provisions of section 1 shall not apply in the case of a 

motor vehicle of which the overall width is not in excess of 2.5 metres or (in the case 

of an articulated motor vehicle) 2.6 metres when (in either case) it is used on the 

harbours route, that is to say, on the public highways between – 

 

(a) No. 6 Berth the White Rock, Saint Peter Port, and 

 

(b) the Vale Castle, Vale, 

 
a  Article XIII of Billet d'État No. XXIV of 2001. 
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via Saint Julian's Pier, the Weighbridge, Glategny Esplanade, Saint George's 

Esplanade, Longstore, Les Banques, La Rue des Bas Courtils, Bulwer Avenue, South 

Side, the Bridge, North Side and Castle Road. 

 

  (2) The provisions of section 1 shall not apply in the case of a 

public service vehicle in respect of which there is for the time being in force either a 

private hire omnibus licence or a public service omnibus licence and of which the 

overall width is not in excess of 2.49 metres when it is used on any public highway 

for the purposes of or ancillary to – 

 

(a) a public omnibus service, 

 

(b) a public excursion service, or 

 

(c) a private hire omnibus service, 

 

on a route approved for the purposes of this subsection by the Committee. 

 

  (3) The provisions of section 1 shall not apply in the case of an 

articulated motor vehicle of which the overall width is not in excess of 2.6 metres 

when it is used on public highways specified by the Committee for the purpose of 

going to and from the industrial sites situated at North Side, Lowlands, La Route du 

Braye, La Rue de la Hure Mare and Pitronnerie Road, provided that the vehicle is 

used only during the approved times, that is to say, between 9.00 p.m. and 6.45 a.m. 
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Maximum load of motor vehicles. 

 3. Subject to the provisions of section 4, a person shall not, except under 

the authority of and in accordance with the conditions of the permission in writing of 

the Committee, use or cause or permit any other person to use on a public highway a 

motor vehicle if – 

 

(a) the maximum load carried by the vehicle is in excess of 

9 tonnes per axle, or 

 

(b) the combined maximum weight of the vehicle and the 

load is in excess of – 

 

(i) 24 tonnes (in the case of a vehicle with three 

axles), or 

 

(ii) 28 tonnes (in the case of a vehicle with four or 

more axles). 

 

Exceptions from section 3. 

 4. The provisions of section 3 shall not apply in the case of an articulated 

motor vehicle – 

 

(a) when it is used on the harbours route, provided that the 

combined maximum weight of the vehicle and the load 

does not exceed 9 tonnes per axle or 44 tonnes in total, 

or 

 

(b) when it is used on public highways specified by the 

Committee for the purpose of going to and from the 

industrial sites situated at North Side, Lowlands, La 

Route du Braye, La Rue de la Hure Mare and 
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Pitronnerie Road, provided that – 

 

(i) the combined maximum weight of the vehicle 

and the load does not exceed 9 tonnes per axle 

or 44 tonnes in total, and 

 

(ii) such vehicles are used only during the approved 

times, that is to say, between 9.00 p.m. and 6.45 

a.m. 

 

Provisions relating to carriage of loads 2.44 metres wide or more. 

 5. (1) Without prejudice to compliance with the provisions of 

sections 1, 3 and 8 (relating to the maximum width, maximum load and maintenance 

and use of motor vehicles) a person shall not use or cause or permit any other person 

to use on a public highway a motor vehicle carrying a load of which the width is 2.44 

metres or more unless the load is effectively secured to the vehicle by means of a 

securing device fitted to the vehicle of such type as the Committee may from time to 

time by order prescribe. 

 

  (2) An order made under the provisions of subsection (1) may 

prescribe different types of securing devices for the carriage of different types of 

loads on motor vehicles. 

 

  (3) Any power conferred by subsection (1) to make any order shall 

be construed as a power exercisable in like manner to vary or repeal the order. 

 

Maximum length of motor vehicle. 

 6. Subject to the provisions of section 7, a person shall not, except under 

the authority of and in accordance with the conditions of the permission in writing of 

the Committee, use or cause or permit any other person to use on a public highway a 

motor vehicle of which the overall length is – 
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(a) in the case of an articulated motor vehicle, in excess of 

10.67 metres, 

 

(b) in the case of a public service vehicle, in excess of 9.75 

metres, 

 

(c) in the case of any other motor vehicle, in excess of 9.45 

metres, and 

 

(d) in the case of a towing vehicle and trailer, in excess of a 

combined length of 12.19 metres, and subject to neither 

the towing vehicle nor the trailer exceeding a length of 

9.45 metres. 

 

Exceptions from section 6. 

 7. The provisions of section 6 shall not apply in the case of an articulated 

motor vehicle – 

 

(a) when it is used on the harbours route, or 

 

(b) when it is used – 

 

(i) on public highways specified by the Committee 

for the purpose of going to and from the 

industrial sites referred to in section 4(b), and 

 

(ii) at the approved times referred to in that section, 

 

provided that the overall length of the vehicle does not exceed 16.55 metres. 

 



Consolidated text 

© States of Guernsey  v.0007 8 

Maintenance and use of motor vehicle so as not to cause danger or damage. 

 8.[(1)] A person shall not use or cause or permit any other person to use on a 

public highway a motor vehicle if at any time – 

 

(a) the vehicle or any part or accessory thereof is in such 

condition or if the weight distribution, packing or 

adjustment of the load thereof is such that any danger 

or damage is or is likely to be caused to any person in 

or on the vehicle or on a public highway or to property, 

 

         [(b) the load carried by the vehicle is so secured or is in 

such a position that – 

 

(i) any danger or damage is or is likely to be 

caused to any person in or on the vehicle or on a 

public highway or to property by reason of the 

load or any part or accessory thereof falling 

from the vehicle or by reason of any other 

movement of the load or any part or accessory 

thereof in relation to the vehicle, 

 

(ii) the view of the driver of the vehicle is or is 

likely to be obstructed, 

 

(iii) the stability or driving of the vehicle is or is 

likely to be impaired, 

 

(iv) there is a likelihood of causing noise, raising 

dust or creating any other avoidable nuisance, 
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(v) there is a likelihood of masking any lamps 

(including, without limitation, any stop lamps or 

direction-indicators), any reflectors, registration 

numbers and distinguishing signs, or any hand 

signals which the driver might be required to 

make, 

 

(vi) any accessories (including, without limitation, 

any cables, chains and sheets) used to protect 

the load are not drawn tightly around the load 

and firmly fastened, or that the requirements of 

subparagraphs (i) to (v) are not satisfied in 

relation to such accessories, 

 

(bb) a load which projects beyond the front, rear or sides of 

the vehicle is not marked, during daylight hours, in 

accordance with the following requirements – 

 

(i) such load must be clearly marked in all cases 

where the projection of such load might not be 

noticed by the drivers of other vehicles, 

 

(ii) without prejudice to subparagraph (i), a load 

projecting more than one metre beyond the front 

or rear of the vehicle must always be marked,] 

 

(c) the vehicle is used for any purpose for which it is so 

unsuitable as to cause or be likely to cause any danger 

or damage to any person in or on the vehicle or on a 

public highway or to property. 
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          [ (2) In this section – 

 

(a) "direction-indicator" means a lamp intended to be 

used to indicate to road-users affected by a vehicle's 

movements that the driver intends to change direction,  

 

(b) "stop lamp" means a lamp designed to indicate to 

other road-users that a brake of a vehicle is being 

applied.] 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

In section 8, first, subsection (1) was renumbered, second, paragraph (b) of 

subsection (1) (as so renumbered) was substituted and, third, subsection (2) 

was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) 

(Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 7, respectively paragraph (a), 

paragraph (b) and paragraph (c), with effect from 29th March, 2019. 

 
 

Restrictions as to trailers. 

 9. A person shall not, except under the authority of and in accordance 

with the conditions of the permission in writing of the Committee, use or cause or 

permit any other person to use on a public highway a motor vehicle – 

 

(a) to which there is attached more than one trailer, or 

 

(b) to which there is attached a trailer with a laden weight 

which exceeds half the kerbside weight of the towing 

vehicle, unless the trailer is equipped with an efficient 

braking system which conforms to the requirements of 

[section 5B] of the Road Traffic (Construction and Use 
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of Motor Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1971
b
. 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

In section 9, the words in square brackets in paragraph (b) were substituted 

by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) (Amendment) 

Ordinance, 2019, section 8, with effect from 29th March, 2019. 

 
 

[Miscellaneous requirements. 

 9A. A person shall not, except under the authority of and in accordance 

with the permission in writing of the Committee, use or cause or permit any other 

person to use on a public highway a motor vehicle if, at any time, it does not comply 

with the provisions of sections 9B to 9I of this Ordinance.] 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

Section 9A was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 9, with effect from 29th 

March, 2019. 

 
 

 

[Construction and equipment of vehicles to reduce danger. 

 9B. (1) Every motor vehicle and trailer must be so constructed and 

equipped as to reduce the danger to persons travelling in the vehicle or trailer and to 

other road-users in the event of a collision. 

 

  (2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), no motor 

vehicle or trailer shall have any internal or external ornament or other object which 

has unnecessary projections or ridges.] 

 

 
b  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XVII, p. 324; amended by Tome XVIII, pp. 124 

and 217 and Tome XXIV, pp. 272 and 354. 
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 NOTE 

 

Section 9B was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 9, with effect from 29th 

March, 2019. 

 
 

[Steering. 

 9C. (1) Every motor vehicle must be equipped with a strong steering 

mechanism which will allow the driver to change the direction of the vehicle easily, 

quickly and effectively. 

 

  (2) Such steering mechanism must be maintained in a good and 

efficient working order and be properly adjusted.] 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

Section 9C was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 9, with effect from 29th 

March, 2019. 

 
 

[View from vehicle. 

 9D. (1) Every motor vehicle must be so designed and constructed that 

the driver can at all times have a full view of the public highway and traffic ahead, 

and to the right and left, of the motor vehicle. 

 

  (2) All glass or other transparent material fitted to a motor vehicle 

must be maintained in such condition that it does not obscure the vision of the driver 

while the vehicle is being driven on a public highway and must be such that in case of 

breakage, the risk of physical injury will be minimised. 

 

  (3) The transparent parts of the windscreen must be made of a 

substance such that – 
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(a) its transparency does not deteriorate, 

 

(b) it does not cause any appreciable distortion of objects 

seen through the windscreen, and 

 

(c) in case of breakage, the driver will retain a clear view 

of the public highway. 

 

  (4) Every motor vehicle having a windscreen of such dimensions 

and shape that the driver cannot normally see the road ahead from the driving position 

except through the transparent part of the windscreen must be equipped with at least 

one windscreen wiper in good and efficient working order and in an appropriate 

position, the functioning of which does not require constant action by the driver. 

 

  (5) Every motor vehicle required to be equipped with at least one 

windscreen wiper must also be equipped with a windscreen washer in good and 

efficient working order.] 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

Section 9D was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 9, with effect from 29th 

March, 2019. 

 
 

[Mirrors. 

 9E. (1) Every motor vehicle other than a motorcycle must be equipped 

with at least two rear-view mirrors, the number, dimensions and arrangement of 

which must, as far as practicable, enable the driver to see traffic to the rear, and at 

both sides, of the vehicle. 

 

  (2) The Committee may by regulations exempt from the 
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requirements of subsection (1) such motor vehicles of a prescribed description as it 

thinks fit.] 

 

 
 NOTES 

 

Section 9E was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 9, with effect from 29th 

March, 2019. 

 

The following Regulations have been made under section 9E: 

 

 Road Traffic (Construction and Use) (Exemptions) (Guernsey) 

Regulations, 2020. 

 
 

[Rear under-run and sideguards. 

 9F. The Committee may, by regulations, provide that motor vehicles of a 

prescribed description must be equipped with such – 

 

(a) rear under-run protective device, 

 

(b) sideguard to give protection on the side of the vehicle, 

 

as the Committee may prescribe.] 

 

 
 NOTES 

 

Section 9F was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 9, with effect from 29th 

March, 2019. 

 

The following Regulations have been made under section 9F: 

 

 Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Rear Under-Run Protection 

and Sideguards) Regulations, 2019. 

 
 

[Control of emissions. 
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 9G. (1) Every motor vehicle must be so constructed and maintained so 

as not to give rise to – 

 

(a) any danger of fire or explosion,  

 

(b) excessive emission of noxious gases, opaque fumes, 

smells or noise. 

 

  (2) Without prejudice to subsection (1), every motor vehicle 

propelled by an internal combustion engine must be equipped with an exhaust 

silencer maintained in good and efficient working order. 

 

  (3) Every motor vehicle must be so constructed, so far as possible, 

so as not to give rise to excessive radio interference.] 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

Section 9G was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 9, with effect from 29th 

March, 2019. 

 
 

[Anti-theft device. 

 9H. (1) Subject to subsection (2), every motor vehicle must be fitted 

with an anti-theft device by means of which one of the essential components of the 

vehicle can be put out of action or blocked when the vehicle is parked. 

 

  (2) The Committee may by regulations exempt from the 

requirements of subsection (1) such motor vehicles of a prescribed description as it 

thinks fit.] 

 

 
 NOTE 
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Section 9H was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 9, with effect from 29th 

March, 2019. 

 
 

[Speedometer. 

 9I. (1) Subject to subsection (2), every motor vehicle capable of 

exceeding 25 miles per hour on a level road must be fitted with a speedometer. 

 

  (2) The Committee may by regulations exempt from the 

requirements of subsection (1) such motor vehicles of a prescribed description as it 

thinks fit.] 

 

 
 NOTES 

 

Section 9I was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 9, with effect from 29th 

March, 2019. 

 

The following Regulations have been made under section 9I: 

 

 Road Traffic (Construction and Use) (Exemptions) Regulations, 

2019. 

 
 

Grant of permission by Committee. 

 10. (1) A person wishing to obtain the permission of the Committee 

under any provision of this Ordinance shall apply in that behalf to the Committee. 

 

  (2) An application under this section shall be made in such form 

and manner as the Committee may require and shall be accompanied by such 

information or documents as the Committee may reasonably require for the purpose 

of determining the application. 

 

  (3) Upon receipt of an application under this section and at any 
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time thereafter the Committee may require the applicant to provide such additional 

information and documents as the Committee may reasonably require for the purpose 

of determining the application. 

 

  (4) Upon receipt of an application under this section the 

Committee may – 

 

(a) grant the permission applied for, or 

 

(b) refuse to grant the permission. 

 

  (5) The Committee may, when granting a permission or at any 

time thereafter, impose such conditions in respect of the permission as it thinks fit. 

 

  (6) The Committee may at any time – 

 

(a) revoke a permission, or 

 

(b) vary or rescind any condition of a permission. 

 

  (7) Where the Committee decides – 

 

(a) to refuse to grant a permission, 

 

(b) to revoke a permission, or 

 

(c) to impose, vary or rescind any condition in respect of a 

permission, 

 

the Committee shall serve upon the applicant or (as the case may be) the holder of the 

permission notice in writing of the decision, stating the grounds of the decision, 
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setting out (where appropriate) particulars of the condition in question and giving 

particulars of the right of appeal conferred by section 11. 

 

  (8) In exercising any of its functions in relation to the grant or 

refusal of a permission, the revocation of a permission or the imposition, variation or 

rescission of any condition in respect of a permission the Committee may, without 

limitation, have regard to the terms of any resolution of the States setting out the 

policy to be applied by the Committee in the exercise of that function. 

 

[Exemptions. 

 10A. (1) The Committee may by regulations exempt from any statutory 

requirement as to the construction and use of prescribed motor vehicles or trailers 

(whether under this or any other enactment) in the circumstances described in 

paragraph 60 of Annex 5 to the Vienna Convention. 

 

  (2) In subsection (1), "Vienna Convention" means the 

Convention on Road Traffic done at Vienna on 8th November, 1968.] 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

Section 10A was inserted by the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of 

Motor Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019, section 10, with effect from 

29th March, 2019. 

 
 

Appeals against decisions of Committee. 

 11. (1) A person aggrieved by a decision of the Committee – 

 

(a) to refuse an application by him under section 10 for a 

permission, 

 

(b) to revoke his permission, 
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(c) to impose, vary or rescind any condition in respect of 

his permission, 

 

may appeal to the Court against the decision. 

 

  (2) The grounds of an appeal under this section shall be that the 

decision was ultra vires or was an unreasonable exercise of the Committee's powers. 

 

  (3) An appeal under this section shall be instituted – 

 

(a) within a period of 28 days immediately following the 

date of the notice of the Committee's decision, and 

 

(b) by summons served on [the President] of the 

Committee stating the grounds and material facts on 

which the appellant relies. 

 

  (4) On an appeal under this section the Court may – 

 

(a) set the decision of the Committee aside and, if the 

Court considers it appropriate to do so, remit the matter 

to the Committee with such directions as the Court 

thinks fit, or 

 

(b) confirm the decision. 

 

  (5) In this section "the Court" means the Royal Court sitting as 

an Ordinary Court. 

 

  (6) An appeal from a decision of the Court made under this section 

shall lie to the Court of Appeal on a question of law. 
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 NOTE 

 

In section 11, the words "the President" in square brackets in subsection (3) 

were substituted by the Organisation of States' Affairs (Transfer of 

Functions) Ordinance, 2016, section 2, Schedule 1, paragraph 4(a), with 

effect from 1st May, 2016.2 

 
 

Powers of police to inspect, etc. 

 12. An officer of police and any person for the time being appointed by 

the Committee as an examiner of vehicles, on production of his authority if so 

required, may require the person in charge of any motor vehicle to allow the vehicle – 

 

(a) to be inspected and tested for the purpose of ensuring 

that the provisions of this Ordinance are being 

complied with, 

 

(b) to be weighed either laden or unladen, and the weight 

transmitted to the road by any parts of the vehicle in 

contact with the road to be tested, and for that purpose 

to proceed to a weighbridge or other machine for 

weighing vehicles: 

 

provided that an officer of police or any person appointed as aforesaid shall not 

require the person in charge of the vehicle to unload the vehicle or to cause it to be 

unloaded for the purpose of being weighed unladen. 

 

Offences and penalties. 

 13. (1) A person who contravenes any provision of this Ordinance [or 

the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 

1971] is guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding level 3 

on the uniform scale. 
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  (2) A person who, without lawful authority or reasonable excuse, 

obstructs or fails to comply with any requirement imposed by any person in the 

exercise or purported exercise of his powers under the provisions of section 12 is 

guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding level 4 on the 

uniform scale. 

 

  (3) A person who – 

 

(a) in connection with an application for, or otherwise for 

the purposes of obtaining, a permission of the 

Committee under any provision of this Ordinance, 

 

(b) in purported compliance with a requirement imposed by 

or under any provision of this Ordinance, or 

 

(c) otherwise than as mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) but 

in circumstances in which he intends, or could 

reasonably be expected to know, that the statement, 

information or document provided by him would or 

might be used by any person for the purpose of 

exercising functions conferred by, or in connection with 

the administration or enforcement of, this Ordinance – 

 

(i) makes a statement which he knows or has 

reasonable cause to believe to be false, 

deceptive or misleading in a material particular, 

 

(ii) dishonestly or otherwise, recklessly makes a 

statement which is false, deceptive or 

misleading in a material particular, 
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(iii) produces or furnishes or causes or permits to be 

produced or furnished any information or 

document which he knows or has reasonable 

cause to believe to be false, deceptive or 

misleading in a material particular, or 

 

(iv) dishonestly or otherwise, recklessly produces or 

furnishes or recklessly causes or permits to be 

produced or furnished any information or 

document which is false, deceptive or 

misleading in a material particular, 

 

is guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding level 4 on the 

uniform scale. 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

In section 13, the words in square brackets in subsection (1) were inserted by 

the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) (Guernsey) 

(Brexit) Regulations, 2019, regulation 1, with effect from 24th April, 2019. 

 
 

Interpretation. 

 14. (1) In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires – 

 

  "articulated motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle with a trailer so 

attached to the drawing vehicle that part of the trailer is superimposed upon 

the drawing vehicle, and when the trailer is uniformly loaded not less than 

twenty per cent of the weight of its load is borne by the drawing vehicle, 

 

 "Committee" means the States [Committee for the Environment & 

Infrastructure], 
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  "harbours route" has the meaning given by section 2(1), 

 

  "motor vehicle" means a mechanically propelled vehicle intended or 

adapted for use on a public highway and includes a trailer drawn thereby, 

 

  "officer of police" means a member of the salaried police force of the 

Island of Guernsey and, within the limits of his jurisdiction, a member of the 

special constabulary of the Island of Guernsey, 

 

  "overall length" means the length of a motor vehicle, including its 

load, measured between vertical planes at right angles to the longitudinal axis 

of the vehicle and passing through the extreme projecting points thereof, 

 

  "overall width" means the width of a motor vehicle, including its 

load, measured between vertical planes parallel to the longitudinal axis of the 

vehicle and passing through the extreme projecting points thereof exclusive of 

– 

 

(a) any driving mirror (including any supporting bracket or 

fixing), 

 

(b) any direction indicator, 

 

(c) so much of the distribution of any tyre as is caused by 

the weight of the vehicle, 

 

(d) any front corner marker lamp or side marker lamp, 

 

  "private hire omnibus licence" has the same meaning as in the 
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Public Transport Ordinance, 1986
c
, 

 

  "private hire omnibus service" has the same meaning as in the 

Public Transport Ordinance, 1986, 

 

  "public excursion service" has the same meaning as in the Public 

Transport Ordinance, 1986, 

 

  "public highway" includes any road, street, lane or public place, 

 

  "public omnibus service" has the same meaning as in the Public 

Transport Ordinance, 1986, 

 

  "public service omnibus licence" has the same meaning as in the 

Public Transport Ordinance, 1986, 

 

  "public service vehicle" has the same meaning as in the Public 

Transport Ordinance, 1986, and 

 

  "trailer" means a vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle. 

 

  (2) Any reference in this Ordinance to an enactment is a reference 

thereto as from time to time amended, repealed and re-enacted (with or without 

modification), extended or applied. 

 

 
 NOTES 

 

In section 14, the words in square brackets in the definition of the expression 

 
c  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXIII, p. 351; amended by Tome XXIV, pp. 

103 and 265; Tome XXV, p. 211; Tome XXVI, pp. 152 and 370; and Nos. VI and 

XXI of 2001. 
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"Committee" in subsection (1) were substituted by the Organisation of States' 

Affairs (Transfer of Functions) Ordinance, 2016, section 2, Schedule 1, 

paragraph 4(a), with effect from 1st May, 2016.3 

 

The functions, rights and liabilities of the Environment Department and of its 

Minister or Deputy Minister arising under or by virtue of this Ordinance 

were transferred to and vested in, respectively, the Committee for the 

Environment & Infrastructure and its President or Vice-President by the 

Organisation of States' Affairs (Transfer of Functions) Ordinance, 2016, 

section 1, Schedule 1, paragraph 4(a), with effect from 1st May, 2016, 

subject to the savings and transitional provisions in section 3 of the 2016 

Ordinance.4 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Police Force (Bailiwick of 

Guernsey) Law, 1986, section 2(2), with effect from 19th August, 1986, the 

reference herein to a member of the salaried police force of the Island of 

Guernsey shall include a reference to a member of a force present in the 

Island by virtue of an agreement made under section 1 of the 1986 Law. 

 
 

Repeals. 

 15. The following enactments are repealed – 

 

(a) the Road Traffic (Speed Limits and Trailers) 

Ordinance, 1959
d
, 

 

(b) the Road Traffic (Speed Limits and Trailers) 

(Amendment) Ordinance, 1965
e
, 

 

(c) the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) Ordinance, 1970
f
, 

 

(d) sections 8 and 12 of, and the schedule to, the Road 

Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) 

 
d  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XII, p. 96. 
e  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XIV, p. 97. 
f  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XVI, p. 339. 
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(Amendment) Ordinance, 1971
g
, 

 

(e) the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1972
h
, 

 

(f) the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) (No. 2) Ordinance, 1972
i
, 

 

(g) the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1975
j
, 

 

(h) the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1976
k
, 

 

(i) the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1980
l
, 

 

(j) the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1982
m

, 

 

(k) the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

 
g  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XVII, p. 324. 
h  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XVIII, p. 124. 
i  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XVIII, p. 217. 
j  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XX, p. 218. 
k  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XX, p. 245. 
l  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXI, p. 406. 
m  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXII, p. 408. 
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Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1984
n
, 

 

(l) in the schedule to the Road Traffic and Highways 

Offences (Increase of Fines) Ordinance, 1986
o
, the 

entry relating to the Road Traffic (Speed Limits and 

Trailers) Ordinance, 1959, 

 

(m) in schedules 2 and 3 to the Road Traffic (Speed Limits 

and Trials) Ordinance, 1987
p
, the entry relating to the 

Road Traffic (Speed Limits and Trailers) Ordinance, 

1959, 

 

(n) the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor 

Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1988
q
, and 

 

(o) section 3 of the Road Traffic (Increase in Fines) 

Ordinance, 1988
r
. 

 

Savings. 

 16. (1) Any subordinate legislation made or other thing done under an 

enactment repealed and re-enacted (with or without modification) by this Ordinance, 

or having effect as if so made or done, which could have been made or done under 

this Ordinance shall have effect, after the date of commencement of this Ordinance, 

as if made or done under the provision re-enacted. 

 

 
n  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXIII, p. 27. 
o  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXIII, p. 422. 
p  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXIV, p. 20. 
q  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXIV, p. 272. 
r  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XXIV, p. 354. 
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  (2) Any reference, howsoever expressed, in any enactment, 

statutory instrument or rule of court to an enactment repealed and re-enacted (with or 

without modification) by this Ordinance shall, unless the contrary intention appears, 

be construed as a reference to the provision re-enacted. 

 

Citation and collective title. 

 17. (1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Road Traffic (Construction 

and Use of Motor Vehicles) Ordinance, 2002. 

 

  (2) This Ordinance and the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of 

Motor Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1971
s
 may be cited together as the Road 

Traffic (Construction and Use of Motor Vehicles) Ordinances, 1971 and 2002. 

 

Commencement. 

 18. This Ordinance shall come into force on the 26th June, 2002. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1  These words were previously substituted by the Machinery of Government 

(Transfer of Functions) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 2003, section 2, Schedule 1, paragraph 

29, with effect from 6th May, 2004. 
2  These words were previously substituted by the Machinery of Government 

(Transfer of Functions) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 2003, section 2, Schedule 1, paragraph 

29, with effect from 6th May, 2004. 
3  These words were previously substituted by the Machinery of Government 

(Transfer of Functions) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 2003, section 2, Schedule 1, paragraph 

 
s  Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XVII, p. 324; amended by Tome XVIII, pp. 124 

and 217 and Tome XXIV, pp. 272 and 354. 
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29, with effect from 6th May, 2004. 
4  The functions, rights and liabilities of the Environment Department and its 

Minister arising under or by virtue of this Ordinance were previously transferred to 

and vested in them, respectively, from the Traffic Committee and its President by the 

Machinery of Government (Transfer of Functions) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 2003, 

section 1, Schedule 1, paragraph 29, with effect from 6th May, 2004, subject to the 

savings and transitional provisions in section 4 of the 2003 Ordinance. 


