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(Made on 29th January, 1986.)

The Road Traffic (Permits to Drive Public Service Vehicles)
Ordinance, 1986

THE STATES, in pursuance of their Resolutions of the 27" day of January,

1983, and the 26" day of September, 1985, and in exercise of the powers conferred

upon them by sections 3 and 5 of the Public Transport (Guernsey) Law, 19842,

hereby order: —

Prohibition on driving a public service vehicle without a permit.

1. (1) A person shall not drive a public service vehicle on or along
any public highway unless he holds a permit granted in accordance with the
provisions of section 3 of this Ordinance (hereinafter referred as a "permit™)

authorising him to drive such vehicle:

Provided that the provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a person who, for the
sole purpose of test-driving a public service vehicle in the course of its maintenance
or repair, drives that vehicle on a public highway, if that person is the holder of a
driving licence currently in force authorising him to drive a motor vehicle of the

category to which the public service vehicle belongs.

(2 A person shall not employ any other person to drive a public
service vehicle on or along any public highway unless the aforesaid other person is
the holder of a permit authorising him to drive such vehicle.

NOTES

The following case has referred to this Ordinance:

a No. X1 of 1984.
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Margo v. Environment Department (2009) (Unreported, Royal
Court, 8th July) (Guernsey Judgment No. 32/2009).

In accordance with the provisions of the Public Transport (Amendment)
Ordinance, 1993, section 1(1)(b), section 1 shall not apply in relation to
approved motor vehicles operated by, or on behalf of, the States of Guernsey
as a road service, or the approved drivers of such vehicles.

Application for a permit.

2. 1) A person desirous of obtaining a permit shall make application
in that behalf to [the Authority] and such application shall be in such form and shall
be accompanied by such information as [the Authority] may, from time to time,

require.

2) Upon receipt of an application under the provisions of the last
preceding subsection, or at any time thereafter, [the Authority] may require an
applicant to supply [the Authority] with such information, in addition to any
information supplied in accordance with the provisions of the last preceding

subsection, as [the Authority] may require.

NOTES

In section 2, the words "the Authority" in square brackets, wherever
occurring, were substituted by the Road Traffic (Permits to Drive Public
Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1988, section 1(a), with effect
from 27th January, 1988, subject to the savings in section 2 of the 1988
Ordinance.

In accordance with their Resolution of 28th October, 1987, on Article XXXV
of Billet d'Etat No. XIX of 1987, the States directed that the Committee
established as the Passenger Transport Licensing Authority (“the Authority")
under section 1(1) of the Public Transport (Guernsey) Law, 1984 ("the
principal Law") shall be the Island Traffic Committee; the functions of the
Island Traffic Committee under the principal Law were transferred to the
States Traffic Committee by the Island Traffic Committee (Transfer of
Functions) (No. 2) Ordinance, 1992, section 1, Schedule 1, paragraph 16,
with effect from 29th July, 1992, subject to the savings in section 2 of the
1992 Ordinance; the functions, rights and liabilities of the States Traffic
Committee and of its President arising under or by virtue of the principal
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Law were transferred to and vested in, respectively, the Environment
Department and its Minister by the Machinery of Government (Transfer of
Functions) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 2003, section 1, Schedule 1, paragraph
29, with effect from 6th May, 2004, subject to the savings and transitional
provisions in section 4 of the 2003 Ordinance; the functions, rights and
liabilities of the Environment Department and of its Minister or Deputy
Minister arising under or by virtue of this Ordinance were subsequently
transferred to and vested in, respectively, the Committee for the Environment
& Infrastructure and its President or Vice-President by the Organisation of
States' Affairs (Transfer of Functions) Ordinance, 2016, section 1, Schedule
1, paragraph 4(a), with effect from 1st May, 2016, subject to the savings and
transitional provisions in section 3 of the 2016 Ordinance.!

Grant or refusal of permit.

3. 1) Upon receipt of an application under the provisions of the last

preceding section [the Authority] may either —

@) grant to the applicant —

Q) a permit, or

(i)  a permit subject to such conditions as [the

Authority] shall deem necessary or expedient to

impose, or

(b) refuse to grant the permit.

(2 A permit may be restricted to the driving of such category or

categories of public service vehicles as may be specified in the permit.

NOTE

In section 3, the words "the Authority” in square brackets, wherever
occurring, were substituted by the Road Traffic (Permits to Drive Public
Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1988, section 1(a), with effect
from 27th January, 1988, subject to the savings in section 2 of the 1988
Ordinance.
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Conditions to be complied with before grant of a permit.

4. 1) A permit shall not be granted by [the Authority] to a person

under the age of twenty years.

2 Subject to compliance with the requirements of the last
preceding subsection, a permit shall not be granted unless [the Authority] is satisfied
that the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold a permit.

3) For the purposes of the last preceding subsection —

(@ [the Authority] may require the applicant to be

examined —

Q) as to his ability to drive a public service vehicle

of the category or categories specified in the

application,

(i) asto his knowledge of the Island,

(iii)  as to his present or last employment,

(iv)  asto his character, and

(V) as to his health, and

(b) [ the Authority] may require the applicant to produce —

0] evidence that he fulfils the requirements of

subsection (1) of this section as to his age,
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(i) evidence that he can read and write,

(i) a certificate from his present or last employer
giving particulars of that employment or last
employment or a sufficient reason for failure to

supply such a certificate,

(iv) a certificate of character signed by two
householders or ratepayers who have known the

applicant personally for the past three years,

(V) evidence that he has not at any time since he
attained the age of five years had an epileptic

attack, and

(vi) a medical certificate that he is not suffering
from any disease or physical disability likely to
interfere with the efficient discharge of his
duties as a driver or to cause the driving by him
of a public service vehicle to be a source of
danger to the public.

[ (4) The fee for —

@ a driving test under subsection (3)(a)(i) (*'PSV test™)
shall be —

(1) [ £95] per test period, unless subparagraph (ii)

applies, or
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(i) [ £14.50] per test period, where an applicant takes
a PSV test on the same day as a test of
competence relating to a motor vehicle of a
class included in Category D or Category D1
pursuant to section 4 of the Driving Licences

(Guernsey) Ordinance, 1995, and

(b) an Island knowledge test under subsection (3)(a)(ii)
shall be [£68],

both payable in advance to the [States Treasurer].]

NOTES
In section 4,

the words "the Authority" in square brackets, wherever occurring,
were substituted by the Road Traffic (Permits to Drive Public Service
Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1988, section 1(a), with effect from 27th
January, 1988, subject to the savings in section 2 of the 1988 Ordinance;

subsection (4) (which was previously substituted by the Public
Transport (Fees) Ordinance, 1990, section 2(a), with effect from 13th
December, 1990) was substituted by the Motor Vehicles, Licensing Traffic
and Public Transport (Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2013, regulation 5(2),
with effect from 1st April, 2013;?

the symbols and figures in the first, second and third pairs of square
brackets within subsection (4) were substituted by the Public Transport
(Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2025, respectively regulation 1(2)(a),
regulation 1(2)(b) and regulation 1(2)(c), with effect from 1st November,
2025;3

the words in the second pair of square brackets within subsection (4)
were substituted by the Chief Accountant (Transfer of Functions) (Guernsey)
Ordinance, 2013, section 1, with effect from 1st December, 2013, subject to
the savings and transitional provisions in section 2 of the 2013 Ordinance.

In accordance with the provisions of the Fees, Charges and Penalties
(Guernsey) Law, 2007, section 1, Schedule, with effect from 19th May, 2008,
the power to prescribe by Ordinance the fees therein referred to and payable
under this Ordinance may be exercised by Regulation.
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Period of validity of permits.

5. Unless suspended or revoked under any of the provisions of this

Ordinance, a permit shall be valid —

© States of Guernsey

(@)

(b)

in the case of an applicant under the age of sixty years,
until the 31% day of December of the fourth year next
following the date of the grant of such permit or until
the 31% day of December of the year during which the
applicant attains the age of sixty years, whichever date
occurs first, and thereafter, and subject to the provisions
of the next succeeding paragraph in the case of an
applicant who has attained the age of sixty years or
over, upon being renewed in pursuance of the
provisions of the next succeeding section, shall be valid
during the period commencing on the 1% day of January
in any year and ending on the 31% day of December of
the fourth year next following the date of the renewal of
such permit or until the 31 day of December of the
year during which the applicant attains the age of sixty

years, whichever date occurs first, both dates inclusive,

in the case of an applicant who has attained the age of
sixty years or over, until the 31% day of December next
following the date of the grant of such permit and
thereafter, upon being renewed in pursuance of the
provision of the next succeeding section, shall be valid
during the period commencing on the 1% day of January
in any year and ending on the 31% day of December of

that year, both dates inclusive.
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Renewal of permits.

6. 1) A permit may be renewed in any year by [the Authority] for the
period specified in the last preceding section upon an application being made to it in
that behalf on or before the date of expiry of the aforesaid permit.

2 The provisions of this Ordinance with respect to an application
for a permit under section 2 of this Ordinance, to the grant or refusal of a permit
under section 3 of this Ordinance and to the conditions to be complied with before the
grant of a permit under section 4 of this Ordinance shall apply to an application for

the renewal of a permit under the provisions of the last preceding subsection.

NOTE

In section 6, the words in square brackets were substituted by the Road
Traffic (Permits to Drive Public Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance,
1988, section 1(a), with effect from 27th January, 1988, subject to the
savings in section 2 of the 1988 Ordinance.

Fees for permits.

7. There shall be paid in advance to the [States Treasurer] in respect of
[the application for a grant,] the grant or renewal of a permit under this Ordinance the
fee set out in relation thereto in the Schedule to this Ordinance:

Provided that where by reason of the age of an applicant for a permit —
@ a permit is granted in accordance with the provisions of
section 5(a) of this Ordinance to expire on the 31% day
of December of the first, second or third year next

following the date of the grant of such permit, or

(b) a permit is renewed in accordance with the provisions
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of section 5(b) of this Ordinance to expire on the 31%
day of December of the year of the renewal of such

permit,

the fee payable shall be calculated at the rate of [£23] per annum in respect of the

grant or renewal of such permit, as the case may be.

NOTES
In section 7,

the words in the first pair of square brackets were substituted by the
Chief Accountant (Transfer of Functions) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 2013,
section 1, with effect from 1st December, 2013, subject to the savings and
transitional provisions in section 2 of the 2013 Ordinance;*

the words in the second pair of square brackets were inserted by the
Public Transport (Fees) Ordinance, 1990, section 2(b), with effect from 13th
December, 1990;

the symbol and figures in the third pair of square brackets were
substituted by the Public Transport (Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2025,
regulation 1(3), with effect from 1st November, 2025.°

In accordance with the provisions of the Fees, Charges and Penalties
(Guernsey) Law, 2007, section 1, Schedule, with effect from 19th May, 2008,
the power to prescribe by Ordinance the fees therein referred to and payable
under this Ordinance may be exercised by Regulation.

Provision of information relating to disabilities.

8. If at any time during the period of validity of his permit, a permit
holder becomes aware that he is suffering from a relevant disability he shall forthwith

notify [the Authority] in writing of the nature and extent of his disability.

NOTE
In section 8, the words in square brackets were substituted by the Road

Traffic (Permits to Drive Public Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance,
1988, section 1(a), with effect from 27th January, 1988, subject to the
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savings in section 2 of the 1988 Ordinance.

Revocation, suspension etc. of permits.

9. (1) [ The Authority] may at any time revoke, suspend or vary a
permit and shall do so if in the opinion of [the Authority] the holder of the permit is

not, by reason of his conduct or health, a fit and proper person to hold such a permit.

2 The power vested in [the Authority] under the provisions of the
last preceding subsection to vary a permit shall include power to vary any conditions

attached to any such permit.

NOTES

In section 9, the words "T/the Authority" in square brackets, wherever
occurring, were substituted by the Road Traffic (Permits to Drive Public
Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1988, section 1(a), with effect
from 27th January, 1988, subject to the savings in section 2 of the 1988
Ordinance.

The following case has referred to section 9:

Margo v. Environment Department (2009) (Unreported, Royal
Court, 8th July) (Guernsey Judgment No. 32/2009).

Notice of refusal to grant permits, notice of conditions, etc.

10.  Where [the Authority] refuses to grant a permit to any person or grants
such a permit subject to conditions or revokes or suspends or varies such a permit,
notice in writing of such refusal, grant, revocation, suspension or variation setting out
the reasons therefor and signed by the President or any other member of [the
Authority] authorised in that behalf by [the Authority] shall be served, as soon as may

be, on the applicant for the permit or the holder of the permit, as the case may be.

NOTE
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In section 10, the words "the Authority" in square brackets, wherever
occurring, were substituted by the Road Traffic (Permits to Drive Public
Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1988, section 1(a), with effect
from 27th January, 1988, subject to the savings in section 2 of the 1988
Ordinance.

Service of notices.

11.  Any notice which may be served for the purposes of this Ordinance
shall be validly served on any person, if delivered to him, left, or sent by registered
post or recorded delivery service to him, at his usual or last known place of abode.

Appeals.
12. (1)  Any person aggrieved by any decision of [the Authority] under

any of the provisions of this Ordinance may, within the thirty days next succeeding
the date of the service on him of a notice in pursuance of the provisions of section 10
of this Ordinance, appeal to the Royal Court sitting as a Full Court on the grounds
that the decision of [the Authority] was ultra vires or an unreasonable exercise of its

powers.

(2 An appeal under the last preceding subsection shall be
instituted by way of summons served on the President of [the Authority] to show
cause why the decision appealed from should not be set aside or varied and such

summons shall set out the material facts upon which the appellant relies.

NOTE

In section 12, the words "the Authority” in square brackets, wherever
occurring, were substituted by the Road Traffic (Permits to Drive Public
Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1988, section 1(a), with effect
from 27th January, 1988, subject to the savings in section 2 of the 1988
Ordinance.

Offences.
13.  Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the
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provisions of this Ordinance or any conditions attached to any permit granted
hereunder or who, in connection with any application for the grant of a permit
knowingly makes any false statement or recklessly makes any statement which is
false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction, to
a fine not exceeding [level 3 on the uniform scale].

NOTE
In section 13, the words and figure in square brackets were substituted by the

Uniform Scale of Fines (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 1989, section 2(5),
Schedule, Part 11, with effect from 1st July, 1989.

Offences by bodies corporate.

14.  Where an offence under this Ordinance which has been committed by
a body corporate is proved to have been committed with the consent or connivance
of, or to be attributable to any negligence on the part of, any director, manager,
secretary or other similar officer of the body corporate or any person who was
purporting to act in any such capacity, he, as well as the body corporate, shall be
deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and

punished accordingly.

Interpretation.

15. (1) In this Ordinance, except where the context otherwise requires,
the following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively assigned to them,
that is to say —

"driving licence™ has the same meaning as the expression
"autorisation a conduire' has in the Law entitled "Loi Supplémentaire

relative aux Automobiles (Autorisation a Conduire), 1939", registered on the
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17" day of June, 1939,

"permit” has the meaning assigned to it by section 1 of this
Ordinance and includes such a permit renewed under the provisions of section

6 of this Ordinance,

"the principal Law' means the Public Transport (Guernsey) Law,

1984°,

"public highway" includes any road, street, lane or other public

place,

"public service vehicle™ has the meaning assigned to it by section 57

of the Public Transport Ordinance, 1986d,

"relevant disability" are the diseases and disabilities specified in
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f), of section 2 of the Motor Vehicle

(Driving Licences) Ordinance, 1963°,

and any other expressions have the same meanings as in the principal Law.

2) Except where the context otherwise requires, any reference in
this Ordinance to any other enactment shall be construed as including a reference to
that enactment as amended, repealed and replaced, extended or applied by or under

any other enactment including this Ordinance.

b Ordres en Conseil Vol. XI, p. 299.
¢ No. X1 of 1984.
d No. 111 of 1986.

Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XIlI, p. 301.
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NOTES

In section 15, the words omitted in square brackets in subsection (1) were
repealed by the Road Traffic (Permits to Drive Public Service Vehicles)
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1988, section 1(b), with effect from 27th January,
1988, subject to the savings in section 2 of the 1988 Ordinance.

The Loi Supplémentaire relative aux Automobiles (Autorisation & Conduire),
1939 has since been repealed by the Driving Licences (Guernsey)
Ordinance, 1995, section 26, Schedule 9, with effect from 1st September,
1995, subject to the savings in section 26(3) of the 1995 Ordinance.

The Motor Vehicle (Driving Licences) Ordinance, 1963 has since been
repealed by the Driving Licences (Guernsey) Ordinance, 1995, section 26,
Schedule 9, with effect from 1st September, 1995, subject to the savings in
section 26(3) of the 1995 Ordinance.

Repeals.
16.

Paragraph 14 of Article 1X of the Ordinance entitled "Ordonnance

relative au Trafic Véhiculaire en cette Tle" of the 2" day of March, 1929" and the

Road Traffic (Permits to Drive Public Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Ordinance,

19769, are hereby repealed.

NOTE

The Ordonnance relative au Trafic Véhiculaire en cette Tle of the 2nd day of

March,

1929 has since been repealed by the Road Traffic (Guernsey)

Ordinance, 2019, section 16, with effect from 29th March, 2019.

Citation.
17.

This Ordinance may be cited as the Road Traffic (Permits to Drive

Public Service Vehicles) Ordinance, 1986.

Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome VIII, p. 184.

g Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome XX, p. 243.
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Commencement.

18.  This Ordinance shall come into force on the 30" day of January, 1986.
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[SCHEDULE Section 7
FEES PAYABLE IN RESPECT OF THE APPLICATION FOR, OR GRANT OR
RENEWAL OF A PERMIT

To accompany application [£14.50]
Grant of 4 year permit [£92]
Renewal of 4 year permit [£92] ]
NOTES

The Schedule was substituted by the Public Transport (Fees) Ordinance,
1990, section 2(c), with effect from 13th December, 1990.

In the Schedule, the symbols and figures in the first, second and third pairs of
square brackets were substituted by the Public Transport (Fees) (Guernsey)
Regulations, 2025, respectively regulation 1(4)(a), regulation 1(4)(b) and
regulation 1(4)(c), with effect from 1st November, 2025.°

In accordance with the provisions of the Fees, Charges and Penalties
(Guernsey) Law, 2007, section 1, Schedule, with effect from 19th May, 2008,
the power to prescribe by Ordinance the fees therein referred to and payable
under this Ordinance may be exercised by Regulation.

Previously, in accordance with their Resolution of 12th March, 1987, on
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Article XVI11I of Billet d'Etat No. IV of 1987, the States had resolved to "approve in
principle the transfer of the mandate and powers of the States Passenger Transport
Licensing Authority to the Island Traffic Committee™.

2 Prior to this second substitution, subsection (4) was amended by the Driving
Tests (Increase of Fees) Ordinance, 1992, section 2, with effect from 5th October,
1992; the Driving Tests and Driving Licences (Increase of Fees) Ordinance, 2000,
section 1, with effect from 1st May, 2000; the States Treasurer (Transfer of
Functions) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 2008, section 1, with effect from 1st February,
2008, subject to the savings and transitional provisions in section 2 of the 2008
Ordinance.

3 The symbol and figures in the third pair of square brackets within subsection
(4) were previously substituted by the Public Transport (Fees) (Guernsey)
Regulations, 2017, regulation 2(2), with effect from 1st August, 2017. The symbols
and figures in the first, second and third pairs of square brackets were previously
substituted by the: Public Transport (Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2023,
respectively regulation 1(2)(a), regulation 1(2)(b) and regulation 1(2)(c), with effect
from 1st November, 2023; Public Transport (Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2024,
respectively regulation 1(2)(a), regulation 1(2)(b) and regulation 1(2)(c), with effect
from 19th November, 2024.

4 These words were previously substituted by the States Treasurer (Transfer of
Functions) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 2008, section 1, with effect from 1st February,
2008, subject to the savings and transitional provisions in section 2 of the 2008
Ordinance.

> The symbol and figures in the third pair of square brackets were previously
substituted by the: Public Transport (Fees) Ordinance, 1990, section 2(b), with effect
from 13th December, 1990; Motor Vehicles, Licensing Traffic and Public Transport
(Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2013, regulation 5(3), with effect from 1st April,
2013; Public Transport (Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2017, regulation 2(3), with
effect from 1st August, 2017; Public Transport (Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2023,
regulation 1(3), with effect from 1st November, 2023; Public Transport (Fees)
(Guernsey) Regulations, 2024, regulation 1(3), with effect from 19th November,

2024.

6 The symbols and figures in the first, second and third pairs of square brackets

were previously substituted by the Motor Vehicles, Licensing Traffic and Public
Transport (Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2013, respectively regulation 5(4)(a),
regulation 5(4)(b) and regulation 5(4)(c), with effect from 1st April, 2013; Public
Transport (Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2023, respectively regulation 1(4)(a),
regulation 1(4)(b) and regulation 1(4)(c), with effect from 1st November, 2023,
Public Transport (Fees) (Guernsey) Regulations, 2024, respectively regulation
1(4)(a), regulation 1(4)(b) and regulation 1(4)(c), with effect from 19th November,
2024.
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