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The Road Traffic (Removal of Vehicles) 
Ordinance, 1969 

THE STATES, in pursuance of ,their Resolution of 
the tWienty-ninth ,day of July, nineteen hundred and 
sixty-four, and in exercise of the powers conferred 
upon them by section one and section four of the 
Road Traffic (Removal of Vehicles) (Guernsey) Law, 
1968(a), and of all other powers enabling them in 
tha1: behalf, hereby order:-

PART I 

Removal of motor vehicles from public highways 

1. (1) This section shall apply to a motor vehicle Power of 

h· h officers of 
w IC - police to -

{a) has broken down, or been permit.ted to re- :2~:e­
main at rest, on a public highway in such vehicles 

. . . h d' . . h causing a posltlOn or m suc con alOn or In suc obstlrucmon 
to be moved. 

-(a~)~N~o~.~I~II-of-19~6~8.------------- etc. 
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circumstances as to cause obstruction to 
other persons using the public highway or 
as to be likely to cause danger ,to such other 
pen;ons; or 

(b) has been permitted to remain at res;t on a 
public highway in contravention of any 
enactment. 

(2) An officer of police may require the owner, 
driver or other person in control or in charge of 
any motor vehicle to which this section applies to 
move 11 or cause it to he moved, and any such re­
quirement may include a requirement that the motor 
vehicle shall not be moved to any such public high­
way or to any such position on a public highway 
as may be specified. 

(3) Any person who fails to comply as soon as 
practicabLe with any requirement given under the 
provisions of this section shall be guilty of an offence 
and ~iable, on conviction, ° to a fine not exceeding 
twenty-five pounds. 

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (b) of subsec­
tion (I) of this section, a motor vehicle which has 
broken down and has remained at rest for any period 
in any position on a public highway shall be treated 
as if it had been permitted to remain at rest in that 
position throughout that period. 

2. Where a motor vehicle:-

(a) is a motor vehicle to which section one of 
this Ordinance applies; or 

(b) having broken down on a public highway, 
appears to have been abandoned; or 

(c) has been permitted to remain at °1l"est on a 
public highway in such a position or in such 
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condition or in such circumstances as to 
appear to have been abandoned; 

an officer of police may remove that motor vehicle 
or arrange for it to be removed from that public 
highway or may move it or arrange for it to be 
moved to another position on that or another public 
highway: 

Provided that the powers conferred on an officer 
of police by this section shall not be exercised in 
the case of any motor vehicl:e by reason only of itiS 
being a motor vehicle which is carusing obstruction 
unless the officer of police is of the opinion that, 
having regard to all the circumstances, the extent 
of the obstruction which the motor vehicle is causing 
is so serious that the motor vehicle ought not to 
remain where i,t is. 

3. Any person removing or moving a motor Manner of 

vehiole under the provisions of this Ol'dinance may removing 

b . d "" h h" 1 "moror do S'O y towIng or . nVlilg t e motor ve IC e or m vehicles, etc. 

such other manner as he may think necessary and 
may take such measures in relation to the motor 
vehicle as he may think necessary to enable him to 
remove or move it as aforesaid. 

4. Where an officer of police removes or makes Safe cusrody 

arrangements for the removal of a motor vehide °ehf x.n°ltor 
v ICes 

from a public highway under the provisions of this which have 

Ol'dinance he IShall make such arrangements as may been d remove· . 
be reasonably necessary for the safe custody of the 
motor vehicle. 

PART II 

Disposal of motor vehicles abandoned on public 
• highways 

5. This Part of this Ordinance applies to a motor Application 

h " I h" h h b ld "b of Part II ve Ie e W IC as een, or cou at any tIme e, . 
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removed from a public highway in pursuanoe of the 
provisions of Part I of <this Ordinance and which 
appears to the Committee ,to have been abandoned. 

6. {I) Subject to the provisions of the next !succeed­
ing subseotion, the Committee may sell or otherwise 
dispose of a motor vehicle to which this Part of 
this Ordinance applies. 

(2) The power of sale or disposal conferred by 
the provisions of subseotion (1) of this section shall 
not be exercisable in respect of a motor vehicle unless 
a period of at least twenty-eight days shall have 
elapsed-

(a) in the case where a nO'nice has been served 
by the Commi,ttee under section seven of 
this Ordinance on the pel1son who appears 
to the Commilltee to be the owner of that 
motD[ vehicle, from the date of the service 
of the notice; 

(b) in the case where the Committee has been 
unab1e to ascertain who is the owner of that 
motor vehicle, from the date on which the 
Chief Officer of 1P0lice shall have presented 
his report in respect of that motor vehicle 
to the Committee in accordance with the 
provisions of section nine of this Ordinance. 

(3) The reference in paragraph (a) of the last 
preceding subsection to a notice s'erved by the 
Committee under section seven of this Ordinance 
shan, in the case where two or more such notices 
have been so served in respect of the same motor 
vehicle, be cons'trued as a reference to <the last of 
such notices to be so served. 
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7. The Committee shall, where ,they are aware of 
the name and address of a person who appears to the 
Committee to be the owner of a moto:r vehicle, serve 
a notice on that person at that address sta,ting that 
i,t is the intention of the Committee to Isell or other­
wise dispose of the motor vehicle (which shall be 
sufficiently described in the notice) on or after a 
date specified in the notice unless the motor vehicle 
is in the meantime removed by or on behalf of that 
person from such place as is specified by the Com­
mittee in the notioe or from suoh other place as 
may be subsequently notified by the Committee to 
that pel1son by notice served on that person. 

Duty of 
Commi'tte~ 
to notify the 
owner of a 
motor 
vehicle of 1tl; 
intention to 
dispooe of it. 

8. If a person on whom a notice has been served Se~ke of 

b h C .. d . h h " . notlces on y ,t e' ommlttee In aocol"' ance wIt t e proVIsIOns other 

of the last preceding section informs the Committee persons. 

of the name and address of some other person who 
he alleges may be the owner of the motor vehicle 
'to which the notice relates, the Committee shall 
serve a notice stating the particulars mentioned in 
the last preceding section on tha,t other per,gon and 
on any further person who the Committee may in 
consequence of the service of the notioe on the said 
other person be led to believe may be the owner 
of the motor vehicle. 

9. (1) Subjeot :to ·the provISIOns of subseotion (2) Duty ?f 
f h · . h h' 1 h" h h" Commlttee a t IS sectlOn, were a motor ve lC e to w 'lC <t IS <to ascertain 

Part of thi'S Ordinance applies ,does not carry anth~ owner-
'd "fi" k " rd "h h " " shlp of a 1 ent! catlOn mar In acco ance WIt t e prOVIS'lOnS motor 

of the Ordinance entitled "Ordonnance suppIemen- vehicle. 

taire a l'Ordonnance ayant rapport au Trafic Vehicu-
laire en ce1ite He " made permanent on ,the eighteenth 
day of January, nineteen hundred and thirty-two(b), 
the Committee ,ghaH, where it intends to sell or other-

(b) Recueil d'Ordonnances Tome VI, p. 89. 
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wise di&pose of that motor vehicle under the pro­
visions of section six of this Ordinance, direct the 
Chief Officer of Police to make such enquiries as 
the Committee considers reasonable rus to who may 
be the person who is the owner of the motor vehicle 
and the address of that person, and the Chief Officer 
of Police <shall, as soon as may be after completing 
such enquiries, present to the Committee a written 
report thereon. 

(2) The provisions of subsection (1) of this sec­
tion shall not apply in relation to any motor vehicle 
where the Committee is satisfied that a person has 
been f'Ound who appears to be the owner of that 
motor vehicle and ,the Committee has been informed 
of ,the address of that person. 

10. If, after the provisions 'Of sections seven, eight 
and nine of this Ordinance have been complied with, 
a vehicle is not claimed, the C'Ommittee shall make 
such further enquiries (if any) as i,t considers reason­
able as to who may be the 'Owner of that vehicle 
and the address of that person. 

11. Where by virtue of sections nine or ten of this 
Ordinance, the Committee is informed of the name 
and address of a person who it 1s c'Onsidered may 
be the owner of the vehicle, sections seven and eight 
of this Ordinance as respects the service 'Of n'Otices 
shall apply in relation to that person at that address 
as they apply in relation to the person mentioned 
in the said section <seven. 

Committee 12. Nothing in the foreg'Oing provisions of this Part 
not required 0 h 11 
to make of this rdinance s a require the Committee to 
enqu!ries in take any such step as is therein mentioned for the pur-
certaIn cases. f . . h· h f h· 1 pose 0 enqmnng w 0 IS t e 'Owner 0 a motor vc IC C 

to which this Part of this Ordinance applies, if it 
has found a person who satisfies it that he is in 
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fact the owner of that vehide and it has served 
on him at his address a notice containing the par­
ticulars specified in section seven of this Ordinance. 

13. Upon the sale of a motor vehicle by the Com- Deductions 

mittee, the Committee shall apply the proceeds of ~~~~ ~f~ale. 
sale in 'or towards the satisfaction of any costs incur-
red by it in connection with the removal, storage or 
disposal of that motor v'ehide. 

14. In the event of any costs mentioned in the last R~ouping 
preceding section incurred by it in connection with oj costs. 

the disposal of the motor vehicle not being satisfied 
by virtue of the provisions of the last preceding sec-
tion, the Committee may recoup those costs so far 
as not satisfied from. the pers'On who was the last 
owner of the motor vehicle before it was removed 
from a public highway either in pursuance of this 
Ordinance or after it had been disposed of by virtue 
of the power of ,disposal conferred by this Ordinance, 
if a notice was served on that person by the Com-
mintee under the foregoing provisions of this Part 
of this Ordinance stating the particulars mentioned 
in section seven of this Ordinance. 

15. Any sums received by the Committee on a sale Application 

of a motor vehicle under the provisions of section Off Prol Ceedfs o sae 0 

six 'Of this Ordinance, after deducting any sum a ~otor 
applied thereout by viI'tue of the provisions of sec- velude. 

tion thirteen of this Ordinance, shall be payable 
within a period of one year from the date of the 
sale of the motor vehide to any person to whom, 
but for such sale, the m'Otor vehicle would hav:e 
belonged, and in so far as any such sums are not 
claimed within the said period <they shall be paid 
by ,the Committee to the Treasurer ''Of ,the States for 
the account of the General Revenue. 



Service of 
notices. 

Interpreta­
tion. 

16. Any notice required to be served under this 
Part of this Ordinance may be served-

(a) on any person, if delivered to him, left, or 
sent by regi,stered post or r:ecmded delivery 
service to him, at his usual or last known 
place of abode; 

(b) on any firm, if delivered to any partner of 
the firm or left at, or sent by registered post 
or l~ecorded delivery service to, the principal 
or last known principal place of business of 
the firm; 

(c) on any body corporate, if left at, OT sent by 
registered post or recorded delivery service 
to its registered office if situate in thi,s Island, 
or, if its registered office is not so situate, 
its principal or last known principal place 
of business in this Island. 

PART III 

Interpretation, citation and commencement 

17.(1) In this Ordinance, unless the context other­
wise requires, the following expressions have ,the 
meanings hereby respectively assigned to them, thalt 
is to say:-

",the Committee" means the Island Police Com­
mittee; 

" owner" means, in relation to a motor vehicle 
which is the subject of a hire purchase agree­
ment, the person in possession of the motor 
vehicle under that agreement; 

" officer of police" means a member of the ,salaried 
police force of this Island and, within the limit 
of his jurisdiction, a member of the special 
constabulary of this Island; 



y 

"public highway" includes any road, street, lane 
or public place; 

"motor vehicle" means a mechanically propelled 
vehicle intended or adapted for use on a public 
highway. 

(2) In this Ordinance:-

(a) references to the removal of a motor vehide 
from a public highway shall be construed 
as references to ,the removal of that motor 
vehicle from that public highway ,to a place 
which is not on that or any other public 
highway; and 

(b) refer,ences to removing, moving or making 
arrangements for the s,afe custody of a motor 
vehicle shall respectively include references 
to removing, moving or making anange­
ments for the safe cus!;ody of any load 
carried by the motor vehicle. 

{3) Except where the context otherwise requires, 
any reference in this Ordinance to any other enact­
ment shall be construed as including a reference to 
that enactment as amended, repealed and replaced, 
extended or applied by or under any other enact­
ment including this Ordinance. 

18. This Ordinance may be cited as the Road Oitation. 

Traffic {Removal of Vehides) O:rdinance, 1969. 

19. Th1s Ordinance ,shall come into force on !;he Gommence­

first day of November, nineteen hundred and sixty- ment. 

nme. 

R. A. MALLETT, 

Her Majesty's Deputy Greffier. 


