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The Social Insurance (Stamps) (Guernsey) 
Ordinance, 1964 

THE STATES, in exercise of the powers conferred 
upon them by subsection (4) of section seven of the 
Social Insurance (Guernsey) Law, 1964, and of all 
other powers thereunto them enabling, hereby 
order:-

I. The provisions of the Stamp Duties Management Adaptation 

A 8 d d d f . . h f of enact-ct, 1 91, as amen e ,an 0" sectIOn Slxty-t ree 0 ments. 

the Post Office Act, 1953, as amended, as set out and 
adapted in the Schedule to this Ordinance, shall 
apply to stamps prepared and issued for the purposes 
of the Social Insurance (Guernsey) Law, 1964 (which 
said stamps are referred to in the said Schedule as 
"insurance stamps "). 



Extent. 

Citation, 
construction 
and com­
mencement. 

2. This Ordinance shall have effect in the Islands 
of Guernsey, Alderney, Herm and Jethou. 

3. (I) This Ordinance may be cited as the Social 
Insurance (Stamps) (Guernsey) Ordinance, 1964. 

(2) The Interpretation (Guernsey) Law, 1948, 
shall apply to the interpretation of this Ordinance 
throughout the Islands of Guernsey, Alderney, Herm 
and Jethou. 

(3) This Ordinance shall come into force on the 
fourth day of January, nineteen hundred and sixty­
five. 



Section 
of Act 

3 

4 

3 

Section one 
SCHEDULE 

The Stamp Duties Management Act, 1891. 

Subject-matter 

Power to grant 
licences to deal in 
stamps. 

Penalty for un­
authorised dealing 
in stamps, etc. 

Adapted provisions 

(I) The Authority may, in its dis­
cretion, grant a licence to any 
person to deal in insurance 
stamps in such places and 
subject to such conditions as 
the Authority thinks fit. 

* * * 
(4) One licence only shall be re­

Iquired for any number of per­
'sons in partnership, and 1Jhe 
licence may at any time be 
revoked by the Authority. 

(I) If any person deals in any 
manner in insurance 'stamps, 
without being licensed so to 
do he shall for every such .' 
offence incur a fine of twenty 
pounds. 

(2) If any person who is not duly 
licensed to deal in insurance 
'stamps, has, or puts upon his 
premises either in the inside 
or on the outside thereof, or 
upon any board or any 
material whatever exposed to 
public view, and whether the 
same be affixed to his pre­
mises or not, any letters 
importing or intending to 
import that he dea.ls in insur­
ance stamps, or is licensed so 
to do, he shall incur a fine of 
ten pounds. 



Section 
of Act 

5 

Subject-matter 

Provisions as ,to 
determination of 
licence. 

Adapted provisions 

If the licence of any person 
to deal in insurance stamps 
expiTes or is revoked, or if 
any person licensed to deal in 
insuranoe stamps dies or 
becomes insolvent, and any 
such pelfson at the expiration 
or revocation of his licence, 
or at the time of his death or 
insolvency, has in his posses­
sion any insurance stamps, 
such person, or his executor, 
administrator or trustee, may, 
within six months after the 
expiTation or revocation of 
the licence, or after 'nhe death 
or insolvency, as the case may 
be, bring or send the insur­
ance stamps to the Authority. 

(2) The Authority may in any 
such case pay to the person 
bringing or sending insurance 
stamps the amount of the 
duty thereon, deducting there­
from the proper discount, if 
proof to its satisfaction is 
furnished that the same were 
actually in the possession of 
the person whose licence has 
expired or ibeen revoked, or so 
dying or becoming insolvent, 
for the purpos'e of 'sale, at the 
time of the expiration or 
revocation of the licence, or 
of his death or insolvency, 
and that the insurance stamps 
were pmchased by that per­
son from the Authority, or 
from some person duly 
licensed to deal in insurance 
stamps. 



SectiDn 
Df Act 
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Subject-matter Adapted provi'siDns 

Penalty fDr hawking !(r) 
stamps. \ 

If any persDn, whetheT 
licens·ed to' deal in insurance 
stamps Dr nO't, hawks Dr 
canies abDut fDr sale Dr 
exchange any insurance 
stamps, he shall, in additiDn 
to' any ot:her fine or penalty 
to' which he may be liable, 
incur a fine O'f twenty pDunds. 

(3) All insurance stamps which 
are fDund in the pO'ssession O'f 
the Dffendershall be fDrfeited, 
and shall be delivered to' the 
Authority to' be dispDsed O'f 
as it thinks fit. 

Procedure fDr O'btain-IThe Authority may, upon the 
ing allO'wance. prO'ductiDn O'f such evidence as it 

may requiTe, make allDwance fDr 
insurance stamps spO'iled in the 
case hereinafter mentiDned (that 
is to' say):-

* * * 
(2) Any insurance stamp which 

has been inadvertently and 
undesignedly spoiled Dr 
rendered unfit fO'r use and 
has not in the O'piniDn O'f the 
Authority been affixed to' any 
material; 

* * * 
Provided as fDHDWS:-

(a) That the applicatiDn fDr relief 
is made within two years after 
the insurance stamp has been 
spoiled Dr become useless. 

* * * 
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O'f Act 
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Subject-matter Adapted prO'visiO'ns 

AllO'wance, hO'w to' In any case in which allO'wance 
be made. is made for spoiled or misused 

insurance stamps the AuthO'rity 
may give in lieu ther'eof other 
insurance stamps of the same 
denO'mination and value, or if 
required and it thinks proper, 
insurance stamps, of any other 
denominatiO'n to the same 
amount in value, or in its dis­
cretion, the same value in 
money, deducting therefrO'm 
the discount allowed O'n the 
purchase of insurance stamps 
of the like description. 

Stamps not wanted When any person is PO'ssessed of 
may be repurchased. \ an insUTance stamp which has 

I not been spoiled or rendered ( I unfit or useless for the purpose 

Certain offences in 
relatiO'n to stamps. 

intended, but for which he has 
, no immediate use, the Authority 

may, if it thinks fit, repay to' 
him the value of the insUTance 
stamp in money, deducting 
the proper discount, upon his 
delivering up the insurance 
stamp to be cancelled, and 
proving to the Authority'ssatis­
faction that it was purchased 
by him from the Authorrity or 
from some person duly licensed 
to deal in insurance stamps 
within the period of twO' years 
next preceding the application 
and with a bona-fide intention 
to use it .. 

Every person who does, or causes 
or procures to be done, O'r know­
ingly aids, abets or assists in 
doing any of the acts follO'wing, 
that is to say:-



Section I Subject-matter 
of Act . 

13 ) Certain offences in 
I relation to stamps-
! cont. 

7 

Adapted provisions 

(I) Forges a die or insurance 
stamp; 

(2) Brims or makes an impres­
sion upon any material 
with a forged die; 

(3) Fraudulently pTints or 
makes an impression upon 
any material from a 
genuine die; 

(4) Fraudulently cuts, tears, or 
in any way removes from 
any material any insurance 
stamp, with intent that any 
use should be made of such 
stamp or of any part 
thereof; 

(5) Fraudulently mutilates any 
insurance stamp, with in­
tent that any use should be 
made of any part of such 
stamp; 

(6) Fraudulently fixes or places 
upon any material or upon 
any insurance stamp, any 
such stamp or part of such 
stamp which whether 
fraudulently or not, has 
been cut, torn, or in any 
way removed £rom any 
other material, or out of or 
from any other insurance 
stamp; 

(7) Fraudulently erases or 
otherwise either really or 
apparently removes from 
any stamped material any 
name, sum, date or other 
matter or thing whatsoever 



Section 
of Act 
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Subject-matter 

Certain offences in 
relation to stamps­
cont. 

8 

Adapted provisions 

thereon written, with intent 
that any use should be 
made of the insurance 
stamp upon such material; 

(8) Knowingly sells or exposes 
for sale or utters or uses 
any forged insurance ,stamp 
or any insurance stamp 
which has been "fraudulently 
printed or impressed from 
a genuine dice; 

(9) Knowingly, and without 
lawful excuse {the proof 
whereof shall lie on the 
person accused) has in his 
possession any forged die 
or insurance ·stamp or any 
insurance stamp which has 
been fraudulently printed 
or impressed from a 
genuine die, or any insU!r­
ance stamp OT part of such 
stamp which has been 
fraudulently cut, torn, or 
otherwise removed from 
any material, or <j.ny insur­
ance stamp which has been 
fraudulently mutilated, OT 

any stamped material out 
of which any name, sum, 
date or other matter OT 

thing has been fraudulently 
erased or otherwise either 
really or apparently re­
moved, shall be guilty of 
an offence and shall, on 
conviction, be liable to im­
prisonment for a term not 
exceeding fourteen years. 
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Subject-matter 

Proceedings for 
detectiQn O'f fQrged 
dies, etc. 

Proceedings fQr 
detection Qf stamps 
stO'len or Qbtained 
fraudulently. 

9 

Adapted provisiO'ns 

If the Bailiff is satisfied by in­
fQrmation Qn .oath given by an 
dfficer Qf police and in relatiQn 
to' Guernsey, being Qf a rank 
nQt lower than that of inspectQr, 
that there is just cause to' sus­
pect any person O'f being guilty 
Qf any Qf the O'ffences afO'resaid, 
,the Bailiff may, by warrant 
under his hand, cause every 
hO'use, rQO'm, shQP, building or 
place belO'nging to' or O'ccupied 
by the suspected persQn, Qr 
where he is suspected of being 
or having been in any way 
engaged or conoerned in the 
cQmmissiQn Qf any such Qffence, 
Qr of secreting any machinery, 
implements or utensils applic­
able to the commissiQn Qf any 
such Qffence, to' be searched, 
and if upO'n -such search any of 
the said several matters and 
things are fQund, the same may 
be seized and carried away and 
shall afterwards be delivered to' 
the Authority. 

In any case where any insur­
ance stamps are knO'wn or 
supposed to' be concealed or 
deposited, the Bailiff may, 
upO'n reasonable suspiciO'n 
that the same have been 
stQlen Qr fraudulently 
obtained, is-sue a warrant for 
the seizure thereQf, and fQr 
apprehending and bringing 
befQre the Magistrate's Court 
or the Court Qf Alderney, as 
the case may be, the persQn 



Section 
of Act 
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Subject-matter 1 ___ A_d_a_p_te_d_p_r_o_v_is_io_n_s __ ~ 

Proceedings for I 
detection of stamps i 
stolen or obtained 'I' 

fraudulently.-cont. I 

I 
1(2) 

I 

Licensed person in (I) 
possession of forged 
stamps. 

in whose posses'8ion or custody 
the insurance stamps may be 
found, to be dealt with accord­
ing to law. 

If the person does not satis­
factorily account for the pos­
session of the insurance 
stamps, or it does not appear 
that the same were purchased 
by him from the Authority 
or some peTson duly licensed 
to deal in such stamps, the 
stamps shall be forfeited and 
shall be delivered over to the 
Authority. 

Provided that if at any time 
within six months after the 
delivery any person makes out 
to the satisfaction of the 
AuthOTity that any stamps so 
forfeited were stolen or other­
wise fraudulently obtained 
from him, and that the same 
were purchased by him from 
the Authority or some person 
duly licensed to deal in such 
stamps, such stamps may he 
delivered up to him. 

If any forged insurance 
stamps are found in the pos­
session of anv nerson licensed 
to deal in such stamps, that 
person shall be deemed and 
taken, unless the conTrary is 
satisfactorily proved. to have 
had the same in his posses­
sion knowing them to be 
forged and with intent to sell, 
use or utter them, and shall 



Section 
of Act 
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Subject-matter 

Licensed person in 
possession of forged 
stamps.-cont. 

II 

! 

I 
;(2) 

Adapted provisions 

be liable to the punishment 
imposed by law upon a person 
selling, using, uttering or 
having in possession forged 
insurance stamps knQwing the 
same to be forged. 

If the Bailiff has cause to sus­
pect any such person of hav­
ing in his possession any 
forged insurance stamps, he 
may by warrant under his 
hand authorise any officer of 
police to enter between the 
hours of nine in the morning 
and seven in the evening into 
any house, room, shop or 
building of or belonging to 
the suspected person, and if 
on demand of admittance, 
and notice of the warrant, the 
door of the house, room, shop 
or building, or any inner door 
thereof, is not opened, such 
o'fficer of police may break 
open the same and search for 
and seize any insurance 
stam?s that may be found 
therein or in the custody or 
possession of the suspected 
person. 

(3) Any person who-
(a) refuses to permit any such 

search or seizur·e to be 
made as aforesaid; or 

(b) assaults, opposes, molests 
or obstructs any officer of 
police so authorised in 
the due execution of the 
power·s conferred by this 



Section 
of Act 
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Subject-matter I Adapted provisions 

I Licensed per'son in I----se-c-t-io-n-o-r-a-n-y-p-e-r-so-ij.-a-c-t-

I possession of forged I ing in his aid or assist-
stamps.-cont. ance; 

Mode of proceeding 
where stamps are 
seized. 

As to defacement of 
adhesive stamps. 

Defini tious. 

I shall be guilty of an offence 
and liable, on conviction, to a 
fine not exceeding fifty 
pounds. 

Where insurance stamps are 
seized under a warrant, the 
o'fficer of police authorised by 
the warrant shall, if required, 
give to the person in whose 
custody or possession the stamps 
are found an acknowledgment 
of the number, particulars and 
amount of the stamps, and per­
mit the stamps to be marked 
before the removal thereof. 

Every person who by any writing 
in any manner defaces any 
insurance stamp before it is 
used shall incur a penalty of five 
pounds: 

tProvided that any person may, 
with the express sanction of the 
Authority and in conformity 
with the conditions which the 
Authority may impose, write 
upon or otherwise appropriate 
an insurance stamp before it is 
used for the purpose of identifi­
cation thereof. 

In this Act, unless the context 
otherwise requirres:-
The expression " Bailiff " 

means-
(a) in relation to Guernsey, 

Herm and Jethou, the 



IL. 

Section 
of Act 

27 

13 

Subject-matter 

Definitions.-cont. 

Adapted provisions 

Bailiff, a Lieutenant­
Bailiff or the Juge 
Del,egue; 

(b) in relation to Alderney, 
the Chairman of the 
Court of Alderney. 

The expression "duty" in­
cludes any contr1bution 
payable under the Social 
Insuranoe (Guernsey) Law, 
1964, and directed to be 
made by means of stamps. 

The expres,sion " 'material" 
includes every sort of 
material upon which words 
or figures can be expressed. 

* * * 
The .expression " die " in~ 

dudes any plate, type, tool 
or implement whatever used 
under the direction of the 
Authority for expressing or 
denoting any duty, or 'l"ate 
of duty, or the fact that any 
duty or rate of duty has 
been paid, and also any part 
of any ,such plate, type, tool 
or implement. 

The expressions "forge" and 
" forged" include counter­
feit and counterfeited. 

The expression "stamp" 
means an adhesive stamp 
or a stamp impressed by 
means of a die. 

The expression" stamped" is 
applicable as well to instru­
ments and material impres-



Section 
of Act I Subject-matt" 

I Definitions.-cont. 

I 

Adapted provit;ions 

sed with stamps by means 
of a die as to instruments 
and material having adhe­
sive stamps a:ffixed thereto. 

The expression "officer of 
police" means a member of 
the salaried police force of 
the Island of Guernsey. 

The Post Office Act, 1953. 

63 Prohibition of 1(1) A person shall not-
fictitious stamps. (a) make, knowingly utter, 

deal in, or sell any 
fictitious stamp, or know­
ingly use for the purpose 
of payment of contribu­
tions under the Social 
Insurance (Guernsey) 
Law, 19<>4, any fictitious 
stamp; or 

(b) have in his possession 
unless he shows a lawful 
excuse, any fictitious 
stamp; or 

(c) make, or unless he shows 
a lawful excuse, have in 
his possession any die, 
plate, instrument or 
materials for making any 
fictitious stamp. 

(2) If any person acts in contra­
vention of this section he shaH 
be liable, on conviction, to a 
fine not exceeding twenty 
pounds. 

(3) Any stamp, die, plate, instru­
ment or materials found in 
the possession of any person 



; ! . • 

Section 
of Act 

63 

Subject-matter 

I Prohibition of 
fictitious stamps.­
cont. 

IS 

'(4) 

Adapted provisions 

in contravention of this sec­
tion may be seized and shall 
be forfeited. 

For the purposes of this sec­
tion the expression "fictitious 
stamp" means any facsimile 
or imitation or representation, 
whether on paper or other­
wise, of an insurance stamp. 

R. H. VIDELO, 

Her Majesty's Greffier. 


