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OR.DER. IN COUNCIL. 

IN THE ROYAL CoURT OF l1HE ISLAND OF GtrERNSEY 

The 23~d day of ApriZ, 1949, before Am'li1'ose James 
8hMWill, EsqIMe, C.B.E., M,C., BrdUI/J; i>1'esent: 
Osmoru$ PriaulxGalUenne, Esquire, E1'nestde 
Garis, Esquire, O.B.E., 8ir John Leak, Knight, 

.. James Frrederick Carey, Anhuf Falla, Pierre ,de 
Putron, 'Quenier Le Pelley" IW atter Fohn 8_e, 
Esquires, Richard Henry Johns, Esquire, O~'J£., 

. William Roben Freake Clark, Walter .John 
Gavey and Ernest F"'llr!cis Laine, Esqui1'es, Jurats. 

THE BAillFF haviDg tihis ,day placed before fllle 
Court an Order of Bi. Majesty in Council dated the 
109thdayo£ March, '949, ratifying a Projetde iLoi 
~ti~led" The Tribunals of 'Ln<iJ!uiry (Evidence) 
(Guel'l1sey) Law, 1949 ",-

THE COURT, after the reading of the said Order 
in CoanoN and after, having heard ~ Majesty's 
Comptro[[er ,thereon, erdered 1il!latthesaid Order m 
Council be registered on the rocerds of the Island of 
GllIel'l1sey of which Order in Council the tenor 
fu[[owet!:tt.: ~ 

The 29t!h day of March, 1949. 

~rt$t~, 

~e i!tful'_ ;§Mo_t exeellent _aJe_t~. 
LORD Pm:sm~ 
!..om 'PI>1VY .SJw. 
Sm &.AN LAsOllLl.ES 
MR. .Il.w.. 

WHEREAS there was this day read at the Board'a 
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R f O
lll the Right Honourable the Lords of the 

eport r 'l j' I Aff' f G 
C 

. - e of CaUTICl ·or t le ,alTS 0 uernsey 
ommltte h d d f M h 'h 

J Y 
dated t e nn ay o· arc, 1949, m t c and erse , . 

d f llowing, VIZ,:­
wor s 0 

"YoaR lVS,'JESTY having be~n pleased, by Your 

G 
1 Order of Reference On the 18th day of 

enera 6 f l' C ' h 
D ber 193 ' to re er unto t 118 ommlttee t e 

ecem '" {h S 
h bl petItIon 0.· t e tates of the Island of 

um e j' h 
G Y 

settitIg ort :-uernse , 
, That, in pursuance of their Resolution of 

h I, 2th day of January, 1949, the States of b er~eration at a meeting held on the 28th day t January, 1949, approved a Bill or "Projet de 
~ ," entitled "The Tribunals of inquiry 
;~idence) (Gnernsey) Law, 1949" and requested 
~he Bailiff to Rresent a ,most humble Petition to 
Your Majesty III CouncIl praymii fo~ You,; R0J:'al 

S tl'On thereto, 2, That the saId BIll or Pro]et 
allC .. . 

de Lai" IS III the words and figures set forth III 

h ScbeduJc hereunto annexed, And most 
~ e bly praying that Your Majesty might be 
U~ously pleased to grant Your Royal Sanction 

grac "P'dL'''fhS the Bill or ro]et e 01 0 t e tates of 

G
to 

rnscv entitled" The Tribunals of Inquiry 
lie 'G ) L ' (Evidence) (uernsey aw, 1949,' and to order 
d direct that tbe same shall have force of Law 

~n he Island of Guernsey.' 
Illt 

"THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE, in obedience to 
Y ,Majesty's said Order of Reference, have taken 

h
OUI 

'd Petition and the said Pro]'et de Loi into 
t e sal . 

'jeration, and do thIS day agree humbly to 
conSI( " . Y , 
, t as theIr opmlOll, to our Majesty, that it 
lepor, , f Y ,,' , be adVIsable or onr lYIaJesty to comply WIth 
Illay I 'd P " d h rayer of t 1C sal etltlOl1 an to approve of 
:n~ ~atity the said Projet de Lai," 

HIS MAJESTY having taken the said Report into 
'd ration is pleased, by and with the advice of conSI e 
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His Privy Council, to approve of and ratify the said 
Projet de Loi, and to order, as it is hereby ordered, that 
the same shall have the force of Law within the Island 
of Guernsey. 

AND HIS MAJESTY doth hereby further direct 
that this Order, and the said Projet de Loi (a copy 
whereof is hereunto annexed) be entered upon the 
Register of the Island of Guernsey and observed 
accordingl y. 

AND the Lieutenant Governor and Commander-in­
Chid of the Island of Cuernsey, the Bailiff and 
1 Ul'ars, and all other IIis Majesty's OfficeJ'S, for the 
tinle being, in the said Island, and all other persons 
,",vhom it may concern, are to take notice and govern 
themselves accordingly. 

E. C. E. Leadbitter. 
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" Prajet de Lai " referred to in the foregoing 
Order in Council. 

PROJET DE LOI 
ENTITLED 

"The Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) 
(Guernsey) Law, 1949". 

THE STATES, in pursuance of their Resolution 
of the nth day of January, 1949, have approved the 
following provisions, which, subject to the Sanction 
of His Most Excellent Majesty in Council, shall 
have force of law in this Island. 

1. (I) Where it has been resolved (whether before Powers with 
or after the commencement of this Law) by the eel spectkto 
~ ... . tletamg 
States that It lS expedIent that a tnbunal be es- of evidence, 

tablished for inquiring into a definite matter des- ~~'~re 
cribed by the Resolution as of urgent public impor- certain 

tance, this Law shall, unless the Resolution other- ~l~~~~{~y, 
wise directs, apply so as to confer on the tribunal 
all such powers, rights and privileges as are vested 
in the Royal Court on the occasion of an action in 
respect of the following matters:-

(a) The enforcing the attendance of wit­
nesses and examining them on oath, 
affirmation or otherwise; 

(b) The compelling the production of do­
cuments; 

(e) Subject to rules of court, the issuing of 
a commission or request to examine 
witnesses out of this Island; 

and a summons signed by one or more of the mem­
bers of the tribunal may be substituted for and 
shall be equivalent to any formal process capable 
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of being issued in any action for enforcing the 
attendance of witnesses and compelling the produc­
tion of documents. 

(2) If any person-

(a) on being duly summoned as a witness 
before a tribunal makes default in 
attending; or 

(b) being in attendance as a witness refuses 
to take an oath legally required by the 
tribunal to be taken, or to produce any 
document in his power or control 
legally required by the tribunal to be 
produced by him, or to answer any 
question to which the tribunal may 
legally require an answer; or 

(c) does any other thing which would, if 
the tribunal had been a court of law 
having power to commit for contempt, 
have been coutempt of court; 

the chairman of the tribunal may certify the offence 
of that person under his hand to the Royal Court, 
and the Court may thereupon inquire into the 
alleged offence and after hearing any witnesses 
who may be produced against or on behalf of the 
person charged with the offence, and after hearing 
any statement that may be offered in defence, 
punish or take steps for the punishment of that 
person in like manner as if he had been guilty of 
contempt of the Court. 

(3) A witness before any such tribunal shall be 
entitled to the same immunities and privileges as if 
he were a witness before the Royal Court. 

2. A tribunal shall consist of such persons as the 
President of the States Advisory Council shall specify, 
and shall be appointed in writing nnder his hand. 
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3, A tribunal to which this Law is applied--

(al shall not refuse to allow the public or any 
portion of the public to be present at any 
of the proceedings of the tribunal unless 
in the opinion of the tribunal it is in the 
public interest expedient so to do for 
reasons connected with the subject~matLerof 
the inquiry or the nature of the evidence 
to be given; and 

(bl shall have power to authorise the repre­
sentation before them of any person 
appearing to them to be interested, hy an 
Advocate or otherwise, or to refuse to 
allow such representation, 

JAMES E. LE PAGE, 
H.M, Greffier, 

Powers of 
tribunals as 
to exclusion 
of public 
and granting 
of right of 
audience. 




