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PROJET DE LOI 

 

ENTITLED 

 

The Television Duty (Guernsey) Law, 1958 * 

 

[CONSOLIDATED TEXT] 

 

NOTE 

 

This consolidated version of the enactment incorporates all amendments 

listed in the footnote below. However, while it is believed to be accurate 

and up to date, it is not authoritative and has no legal effect, having been 

prepared in-house for the assistance of the Law Officers. No warranty is 

given that the text is free of errors and omissions, and no liability is 

accepted for any loss arising from its use. The authoritative text of the 

enactment and of the amending instruments may be obtained from Her 

Majesty' s Greffier, Royal Court House, Guernsey, GY1 2PB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© States of Guernsey

                                                                                                                                           
*  Ordres en Conseil Vol. XVII, p. 494. The operation of this Law has been 

suspended by the Television Duty (Guernsey) Law (Suspension) Ordinance, 1963 

(Recueil d' Ordonnances Tome XIII, p. 284). 
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PROJET DE LOI 

 

ENTITLED 

 

The Television Duty (Guernsey) Law, 1958 

 

 THE STATES,  in pursuance of their Resolution of the first day of October, 

nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, have approved the following provisions which, 

subject to the Sanction of Her Most Excellent Majesty in Council,  shall have force 

of law in the Bailiwick of Guernsey excluding the Island of Sark. 

 

Interpretation. 

 1.  (1) In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires, the 

following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively assigned to them, that 

is to say – 

 

 "licence fees" in relation to any licence means the sums payable to 

the Postmaster General in respect of the issue of the licence,  

 

 "place" includes a vehicle or a vessel or part of a vehicle or a vessel,  

 

 "Post Office Regulations" means regulations made by the 

Postmaster General under section two of the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1949,  

 

 "the States" means the States of Guernsey, 

 

 "television duty" has the meaning assigned to it by subsection (1) of 

section two of this Law, 
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 "the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1949" means that Act as extended to 

the Channel Islands by the Wireless Telegraphy (Channel Islands) Order, 

1952. 

 

  (2) Except in so far as the context otherwise requires, any 

reference in this Law to any other enactment shall be construed as a reference to 

that enactment as amended, repealed and replaced, extended or applied by or under 

any other enactment.  

 

 
 NOTE 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Television Duty (Guernsey) Law 

(Suspension) Ordinance, 1963, section 1, with effect from 1st October, 

1963, the operation of this Law is suspended. 

 
 

Television duty. 

 2.  (1) There shall be charged on every licence to which this section 

applies (in this Law referred to as "a television licence") a duty, to be known as 

television duty, at the standard yearly rate for the time being fixed by the States by 

Ordinance made under this subsection or such other rate as under the following 

provisions of this section is applicable to the licence.  

 

  (2) Television duty shall be paid on or before the issue of every 

television licence, and if not so paid shall be recoverable summarily as a civil debt.  

 

  (3) On a television licence of a type designed to authorise in any 

premises the installation and use for receiving television broadcast programmes of 

apparatus in rooms let or available for letting to guests or boarders as living-rooms 

or bedrooms, television duty shall be charged, not at the standard rate, but at a 

yearly rate equal to the aggregate duty at the standard rate on separate licences for 
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those premises and for each of those rooms (up to the number covered by the 

licence), and on any other television licence which authorises apparatus to be 

installed and used as aforesaid in more than one place (otherwise than by giving 

general authority as to the whole or part of any specified premises, area, vehicle or 

vessel) the duty shall be similarly charged as on separate licences for each of those 

places: 

 

PROVIDED that this subsection shall not apply to a licence unless the licence is or, 

if it authorised the installation of apparatus only in a single place, would be one for 

which the licence fees are prescribed by Post Office Regulations.  

 

  (4) Where – 

 

(a) the licence fees for a television licence are not 

prescribed by Post Office Regulations, and 

 

(b) the licence is not one to which subsection (3) of this 

section applies, 

 

the television duty on the licence shall not be charged at the standard rate, but shall 

bear to the licence fees for that licence the same proportion as the duty on a licence 

chargeable at the standard rate bears to the licence fees for a licence so chargeable.  

 

  (5) The television duty payable on a television licence (other than 

a licence chargeable in accordance with subsection (4) of this section) shall be 

calculated at the appropriate yearly rate according to the number of months in the 

period for which the licence is issued (any incomplete month being treated as a 

complete month), and where a licence taken out after the expiration of a previous 

licence is issued so as to expire at the end of a period calculated from that 

expiration, it shall for this purpose be treated as a licence for that period: 
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PROVIDED that where a licence of a type normally issued for a period of a 

particular length is for special reasons issued for a longer or shorter period, but the 

licence fees payable for it are the same as if it had been issued for a period of the 

normal length, the licence shall be treated for the purposes of this subsection as a 

licence for a period of the normal length. 

 

  (6) Where a television licence is issued on the surrender of an 

unexpired television licence, and under Post Office Regulations the licence fees 

payable for the new licence are reduced by reason of the surrender of the old 

licence, the television duty on the new licence shall be reduced in the same 

proportion as the licence fees.  

 

  (7) Where a television licence on which television duty has been 

paid at a yearly rate is surrendered unexpired, and subsection (6) of this section 

does not apply by reason of the surrender to reduce the television duty chargeable 

on another licence, then for each complete month unexpired of the period for which 

the licence was issued there may be repaid an amount of duty not exceeding one-

twelfth of the yearly rate at which the duty was paid on the licence.  

 

  (8) Television duty shall not be chargeable on any licence issued 

as a duplicate of a television licence which has been lost or destroyed, but for the 

purposes of this section the surrender of any licence so issued shall be treated as the 

surrender of the original licence.  

 

  (9) This section applies to any licence issued in the Bailiwick of 

Guernsey excluding the Island of Sark under section one of the Wireless Telegraphy 

Act 1949, being a licence of a type designed wholly or partly for apparatus which is 

to be used primarily for receiving television broadcast programmes and is not to be 

so used solely or primarily with a view to re-broadcasting or relaying those 
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programmes by wire or wireless: 

 

PROVIDED that this section shall not apply to any licence for which no licence fees 

are payable. 

 

  (10) Television duty shall be chargeable on any licence issued on 

or after the commencement of this Law. 

 

Power of the States.  

 3.  The States may from time to time by Ordinance – 

 

(a) make such provision as they deem necessary or 

expedient for charging, levying, collecting and 

securing the payment of television duty, 

 

(b) suspend the operation of this Law, 

 

(c) provide for any incidental and supplementary matters 

for which the States deem it expedient for the purposes 

of the Ordinance to provide. 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

The following Ordinance has been made under section 3: 

 

 Television Duty (Guernsey) Law (Suspension) Ordinance, 1963.  

 
 

Variation and repeal of Ordinances.  

 4.  Any power conferred by this Law to make any Ordinance shall be 

construed as including: a power exercisable in the like manner to vary or repeal the 
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Ordinance. 

 

Citation and commencement.  

 5.  (1) This Law may be cited as the Television Duty (Guernsey) 

Law, 1958. 

 

  (2) This Law shall come into force on such day as the States shall 

by Ordinance appoint. 

 

 
 NOTE 

 

The Law was brought into force on 1st January, 1959 by the Television 

Duty (Guernsey) Ordinance, 1958, section 1.  

 


