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ORDRE EN CONS ElL, 

A 1,A COHR ROYALE DIe L'IJ~E DE GUERNESEY. 

IJe premier jevT'iel' mil neuf c{mt seize, pardemmt 
Edww'd Oheprnell Ozanne, ecu:ljc?" Baillif; pte­
smJis: E'J'nesi Col/as, George 11el'bert Le 'A1otter, 
Julius Bishop, John Bonam}! Col/in,g,>;, John 
Leale, l'hornas rVilliam frIansell de Gub'in, Lionel 
Slade Ca.rey, James E~·tell de Jer"SB-.?h .HubeTt 
GeM'ge de Catteret Stevens Guille et rVmiam 
de P7'i[az Cl'ousaz, ecuyers, Jitres. 

Monsieur Ie BailE! ayant ce jour communique it la 
Cour un OrJre de Sa Majesta en Canseil en date du 
12 janvier 1916, illtitnle "Lai relative !tux Poids et 
Mesures." La COUl', apl'es avoir eu lecture du dit 
Ordre, ollIes Ies conclusions dn Procureul'-DelCgue 
duRoi, a ordonne '1 ne Ie dit Ordre sera cnrcgistre 
sur les Records de cetto lie, dnfinel Ordre Ia tenenr 
suit:- . 

,?t tlJ~ (!J;~"\--t Ilt ~ltdtiltlllJllm ~ Iltll4'C, 

The 12th day of J anllal'Y, 1916. 

$ll'~~qnt, 

(!!;IJ~ ~iltll' & ~tO&t QJix.;eU~ltt ~Ili~titu, 
:MARQ,U.ESB OF LANSDOWNE 

LORD CHAMBERLAIN 

LORD STAMFORDHA.M 

MR. SEORET 4.RY SAMUEL 

MB.. CHANCELLOR OF THE DUCHY OF .LANOASTER. 

~1J~l:~1UK there was this day read at the Board 
a Report from the Right Honourable the Loros of the 
Committee of Council for the Affairs of Guernsey 
and Jersey, dated the 30th day of December, H115, 
in the words following, viz. :-
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" ~ "ttl: ~(tf\!~t!t having been pleased, by 
Your General Order of Reference of the 10th day of 
May, 1910, to refer un(;o this Committee the humble 
Petition of' the States of the Island of Guernsey, 
setting forth: -1. 'I'ha.t, in aecordance with certain 
Resolntions adopteel by the States of Gneriisey on the 
14th May, 1913, and the 11th ,June, 1913, Your 
Majesty was humbly asked to fix the Standard of the 
King's \Veights for use in the Island of Guernsey in 
such ma.nner that the Guernsey ponnd should be 
eqnivalent to the metric hal£-kilogl'am, and that the 
only legal pound weight to be used in Guernsey 
shonlll be eqnivalent to the. metric half-kilogram: 
2. That on the 1.2tll December, 1913, The Lords of 
YOllr :Nlajesty's Privy Council addressed a letter to 
the Bailiff and President of the States, stating that, 
having most c<ll'efully considered the Petition of 'the 
States, and also two Counter-Petitions :from the 
Guernsey Chamber of Commerce and eertain Inhabi­
tants of the Island of Guernsey, respectively, they 
were unable to recommend Your Majesty to comply 
with the prayer of the Petition, adding that they did 
not sec any objection to the States adopting the 
Imperial System of V{ eights and Measures, and also 
Metric System, if they thought fit: 3. That on the 
4th March, 1914, the Bailiff submitted Their Lord­
ships' aforesaid letter to the States for consideration 
and debate, together with It proposition asking them 
whether they were of opinion to adopt as the Standard 
of Weights and Measures in this Island, either (a) 
The Imperial System, (Ii) The Metric System, or 
(e) both Systems, when a Resolution was passed 
re-aflirming their decision of the 12th October, 1910, 
by which they adopted, with slight modifications, 
certain recommendations of their Committee appointed 
to study the question on the 10th November, 1909, 
and by which they requested the Royal Court to 
prepare such 'Projet de Loi ' as might be deemed 
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necessary to give effect to the said decision: 4. That 
a 'Projet de Loi' prepat'ed by the Crown Officers, 
in accorda.nce with the aforementioned Hesolution, 
has been submitted to the Royal Conrt on seyeral 
occasions for their cOllsideration, and, after several 
amendments thereto, was finally approved on the 
16th Febl'llal'Y, 1915, when it was ordered to be 
presented to the States, in ordcr that, if adopted, it 
might be submitted to Y ollr Majesty for Y OUl' Royal 
Sanction: 5. That the 'Pl'ojet de Loi ' was accord­
ing'ly dnly presented to the States, and came on for 
considera.tion and debate at an adjourned meeting of 
the States on the 7th April, 1915, on which date a 
Resolution was passed adopting the 'l'rojet de Loi' 
with slight modifications} and a.uthorizing the Bailiff 
to present a most humble Petition on their behalf fm· 
Your Majesty's Royal Sanction to the same: 6. That 
the said' Projet de Loi,' as finally adopted by the 
States, was intituled 'Loi relative aux Poids et 
lVlesures,' and was in the words imd figures set forth 
in the Schedule to the said Petition: And humbly 
praying that YOUI' Majesty would be graciously 
pleased to give Your Royal Sanction to the said 
'Projet de Lai' intitukd 'Loi relative aux Poids ot 
Mesures;' and to OJ'der and direct that the same might 
have the force of Law in the said Island: 

"(1l;Jre g~l:trn' ~f tire QJ;~mmittee. in 
obedience to Your Majesty's said Order of Reference, 
have taken the said Petition and the said 'Projet 
de Loi' into consideration, and having int.imated to 
the Bailiff on the 28th day of May, 1915, that, in 
their opinion, certain Amendments ought to be made 
in Articles 3, 5, 12, and 13 of the said 'Pl'ojet de 
Loi,' and also in each of the two Schedules thereto, 
and having thereafter been informed by the J udge­
Delegate and President of the States that, on the 
13th day of October, 1915, the States passed a 
Resolution approving the said Amendments, have 
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taken the said Projet de Loi' into further consider .... 
tion, and do this day agree humbly to report, as their 
opinion, to Yom 'Majesty, that it may be advisable 
for Your Majesty to approve of and ratify the said 
'Pl'ojet de Loi' so amended as aforesaid." 

~t\Y ~ail'\Ytu, having taken the said Report 
into consideration, is plea~set1, lly and with the advice 
of His Privy Council, to app,'ove of and ratify the 
said "Projet de Loi," as amended on the 13th day 
of October, 1915, and to order, as it is hereby ordered, 
that on the expiration of 3 months from the entry 
thereof upon the Register of the Islalld of Guernsey 
the same shall have the force of law within the 
said Island. 

And His Majesty doth hereby direct that this Order, 
and the said" Pl'ojet de Lui," so amended as afore­
said (a copy whereof is hereunto annexed) be entered 
upon the Register of the Island of Guernsey and 
observed accordingly. 

And the Lieutenant-Governor or Commander~in­
Chief of the Island of Guernsey, the Bailiff and 
J m'ats, and all other His Majesty's Officers, fa" the 
time being, in the said Island, and all other persons 
whom it may concern, are to take notice and govern 
themselves accordingly. 

ALMERIC FITZRoy. 

"PROJET DE LOr" referred to in the foregOing 
Order in Oouncil. 

LOI RELATIVE AUX POlDS ET MESURES. 

Article 1. 
Dans cette loi ou Ie contexte Ie pCl'met l'expression 

H poids et mesures" ou ~'poids ou mesures" cornprendra 
tonte balance et autre appareil servant it mesurer Ie 
poids, Ia capacile, au Ia longueur, usHes dans Ie 
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commerce j et les mots aU pluriel comprendront Ie 
singulier et vloe Ve1~sa. 

Article 2. 
A partir de trois lnois aprcs l'enregistl'cment de ]a 

presente Loi sur les Records de cette lie tous poids et 
mesures autres que les paids e.t mesures etablis et 
1'800nnU8 par les lois anglaiscs seront interdits dans Ie 
commerce ayant lieu dans cette ne. 

Article 3. 
Les mesures anglaises de capacite seront adoptees 

taut pour les liquides que 110U1' les matieres sElches, Ie 
gallon imperial etant }1unite ou l\~talon, avec les 
exceptions Plll' rapport it l'emploi des mesures metriques 
permises par les Actes du Parlement dits "The Weights 
and Measures Act, 1878," et "The Weights and Measures 
(Mekie System) Act, 1~97," et I'Ordre en Oonseil du 
19 mai 1898. 

Article 4. 
Les mesnres anglaises de longueur seront adoptees, 

Ie "yard ,) imperial etant reS:u comma l'unite au l'etalon 
BUj et toUjOUl'S aux e.xceptions contenues dans la pre~ 
sente loi. 

Article 6. 
Tout cantrat autre qu'nn contrat relatif al1X im­

meubles, et tout marche, vente au accord fait au passe 
pour [Lucun travail, meubles, effets, Inarchandises on 
autres chases qui a Me au devra 6tre faite, "endue, 
liv1'6e, portee au accordee pal' Ie poids au Ia mesure 
sera cense fait d'apres un des voids et mesures imperi~ 
aux recon11U8 par la presente lui, au queIque multiple 
au fraction d'jceux; autl'emel1t il sera nul. 

Pourtant tels contrats, lnarches, ventes au accords 11e 
seront pas 11uls ni invalic1es par Ie fait que les poids et 
mesures y mentiOlll1eS Bant des poids et mesures du 
systeme metrique reconnus par cette loi au par Ie fait 
que des sub-divisions decimales au fractionnelles de 
paids et mesures imperiaux; Bait metriques au autres, 
aont employees au clesignees dans tels contrats aU 
marches. 
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II sera tOlltefois pel'm~s de vendre un article dans un 
vaisseau ou autre receptacle si tel vaisseau ou receptacle 
n 'est, pas repl'esente comme cant-euant une quantite 
fixe crune rneSllre reconnue par cctte loL 

n sera poul'tant pOl'mis de se servlI' des quarticI', 
boisseau, denerel, pot et quint Guernesiais en mesurant 
les grains en paiement de l'entes at chef-rentes, pour 
l'evaluation d'immeubles, et pour les contrats l'elatifs 
aux immeubles. 

Dans co but Ie pot sera adopte comme l'llnite ou 
l'etalon, f1yallt une capacite de 121 pOlIces cubes. 

La capacit€. des mesuros pour mesurer les grains sera 
comme suit :-

Le boisscau de froment .. " ....... . 
Le boisseau d'ol'ge ................ .. 
5 quints font .......... " .............. . 
G denerels font ., ............. " ...... . 
4 boisscaux font ............. " .... .. 

101 pots. 
nt pots. 

1 doneroJ. 
1 boisseau. 
1 qnarticr. 

II scra tontefois pOl'mis uc se servir des mesures de 
superficie guernesiaises. 

La pel'che sera esUmee cantenir 441 pieus cal'res 
anglais, on 4D "square yards"; la verg6e sera estilnco 
contcnir 40 perches) ou 1,960 "square yards 1'; et Ia 
vorgec, petite rnesnre, Sera estimec cantonir 36 perches, 
on 1,764 "square y:-trds. H 

Article 6. 
11 sera Homme pm' Ie 'rresorier des Etats un 

Inspecteur de paids et mesures ct, s'il est trou ve 
necessail'c, des Sous-Inspectcurs adjoillts a l'Illspectcul' 
lesquels scront tonus de verifier les poids et mesUl'CS. 
L'Inspecteul' et les Sous-Inspecteurs sel'ont aSSCl'lllf'llltes 
devant la Oour Royale, composee de J\ionsienr Ie 
Baillif on do MonsieUl' le Lieutenant~Baillif, et dIan 
moins deux JUl'es-Justici81's. 

Article 7. 
Les Etats ponl'voil'ont au mOiI.lS deux serIes com~ 

pletes .de poids et meSures, l'une desqueUes sera dans 
la custodie du Pl'ev6t du Roi et, gal'dee dans un endroit 

\ 
I , 
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convenabIe et de securite appr0l1V8 par ]es Etats, et 
rautre dans la custodia de PInspecteul'. 

Article 8. 

La verification de. paids et mesures sera periodique, 
et faite it teHes pe1'io(le8 qui Beront fixecs par Ordon~ 
nance ue la Caul' Royale. Ponrtant l'Inspecteur on 
les Sous-Inspecteurs pourrollt it tout autre temps 
examiner et verifier les paids et IneSUres assujettis it la 
verification. 

Article 9. 

La verification ue poids ct IneSl1l'eS se fera de la 
manU~re 81ljoillte par les l'eglcments du "Board of 
Trade." 

Le taux des honoraires pour verification sera fixe paJ.' 
Ordonnance de 1a Cour Royale. 

Article 10. 

Tous poids ct mesures usites dans Ie commerCe 
porteront, soit l'ostmnpe approl1vee parle GonV81'nC­
lllent d'Angleterre, soit l'estampe officiolle dn Prevot 
du Roi. Les poids et meSHres ainsi estampes seront 
presumes etre exacts pendant l'espace ue deux ans. 

Article 11-

Tout poids (sauf daus Ie cas 011 Ie poids est de 
minime grandeur ce qui Ie renurait impracticable) 
porterR sa denomlnation estalIlpee en lettl'6s, ou chi.ITres 
lisibles, sur Ie haut on sur Ie cote. Toute mesure de 
longueur ou do eapacHe l)ort.ora sa dcnomination 
estampee sur Ie dehors en lettres on chiffres lisibles. 

Article 12. 

Un poids de plomb ou d'ctain ou ue substance 
melangee avec du plomb ou de l'etain ne sera pas 
estmnpe, et ne sem pas employe dans Ie commerce. 

Article 13. 

Les Oedules au pied de la }Jl'esente 10i contienllent 
toutes les dEmominations cles poic1£t et mesur'ss impe­
riaux et metriquos permises par la presente 10i, et 
seront les clites Ceuules censees former partie de ]a 
dite loi. 
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Article 14. 
Seront passibles en Police CorrectionnelJe d'une 

amende qui n'exceucl'a pas £5 sterling j at en cas de 
recidive d'une arucnde qui ll'exceclera pas £10 sterling: 

(a) Tout Inspecteur ou Sous-Inspecteul' qui estam~ 
pera ou l)oin~.onl1era ou permettra d'esta.mpel' 
ou poin<;onner avec une estampe officielle, un 
poids ou uue meSUl'e sanS l'avoil' dtlment veri fie. 

(b) c~ux qui emploieront clans Ie commerce des 
poids et mesul'CS 110n 8Htampes selon les provi­
sions de oette loi.' 

(c) Ceux qui auront des poids et meSlll'es autres que 
des poids et 11leSUres reCOllIlUS par la presente 
loi dans leurs magasins, boutiques, ateliers, 
maisous de commerce, on dans las marches 
publics, on en leur possession, clans Ie dcssein 
de les employer dans Ie commerce. 8i un poids 
ou mesure est trouve en la possession d'nn 
cOllllner~,allt on sur des premisses publiques on 
privces occupees par un cornmeryant au a un 
endl'oit quelconque 011 un commer(jullt conduit 
son commerce, 10 dit cornrnerl}ant sera Cell.EH~ 

avoil' Ie dit poids ou mesnre ell sa possession 
dans Ie dessein de rernployer dans Ie commerce 
it moins qu'il prouve Ie cOllliraire. 

Cd) Ceux qui emploieront dans Ie commerce des 
poids et mesures non reCOllnus pal' cette loi. 

Ce) Cenx qui ncgligeront au refuserollt de produire 
pour inspection a. I'Illspecteul' au it un Sous­
Inspecteur lars requis de ce faire, leurs poids 
et meSlll'es afin de les fail'c examiner ou verifier. 

(/) Oeux qui lLettl'Ont em pochement a la visite de 
l'Inspecteur ou d'un Sous-Inspecteul'. 

(g) Ceux qui emploieront au auront dans leur 
possession pour 1 'usage de leur commerce, un 
poids au meSUre faux ou inexact. 

(h) Cenx qui seront tl'OllVeS conpablos d'nne fraude 
ell se servant cl'Ull poidsl on mesure et ceux qui 
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seront trouves coupahles d'avoir aide a commettre 
la dile fraude. 

(i) Ceux qui sciemmenl se servironl de, vendronl, 
disposol'ont de, ou exposeront en vente un poids 
au meSUl'e pOl'taut une estampe il18galemollt 
fahriquee ou contre£aite. 

Article 15. 

Beront passibles crune amende qui n'excedera pas 
£50 stg. on it un emprisonnement pour un terme 
n'excedallt pas deux mois avec on sans travail force. 

(a) Cenx qui volontairem.nl ou sciemment fabri· 
queront ou velldront ou ferant fabriquer ou 
vendre un poids on mCSUl'e faux ou inexact. 

(b) Ceux qui fabl'iquel'ont illegaiemenl ou contre· 
£81'ont. nne estampe officielle, Boit du Gouverne­
Illont de 'Sa Majeste soit du Prevot du Rai, 
employee pour estampor les pohls ot mesures aux 
fins de celte loi. 

Ce) Coux qui volontairement augmenteront ou 
diminuel'ont Ie poids d'un poids on la capacitc 
d'une mesure estumpes d'nne estampe officielle, 
ou qui volontairement changeront nne balance 
ou autr~ appareil de faQon a Ie faire .indiqner 
un poids au mesure inexact. 

Article 16. 

Subsidiairement aux peines p1'incipales ci~dessus 

{moncees la Caul' pourra ordonno1' la confiscation et 
la destruction des poids at fiesures. 

Article 17. 

La Caul' Royale est autorisee a passer teIles O1'don~ 
)lances qu~elle trouvera necessaires pour donner effet 
a la presente loL 

Article 18. 

Les amendes scront applicables moiti" it Sa Majeste 
et moiti{~ au delateur. 
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PI'eOli/we (Jt\(lule. 

DENOMINATIONS OF BOARD OF TRADE STANDARDS. 

IMPERIAL WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

Measures. 

MEASURES OF LENGTH: 

100 feet. 
fiG "or a. chain of 100 links. 
50 feet. 
3.1 " 01' 50 links .. 
20 " 

Rod, pole, or perch. 
10 feet. 

o " 
8 " 
7 " 

10 links. 
6 feet. 

6G inches. 
5 feet. 

54 inches. 
4 feet. 

42 inches. 
a feet. 

30 inches. 
2 feet. 

18 inches. 
1 foot. 

Yard (Rnd its parts). 
Inch (ancl its parts). 

MEASURES OF CAPACITY: 

Liquid rneaSures: 
'rhil'ty-two Inellsures from 

"Thirty-two gallons" to 
"Olle gallon" inclusi ve, 
by a gallon. 

Half-gallon. 
Quart. 
Pint. 
Half-pint. 
Gil!. 
Half-gill. 
Quarter-gill. 

Dry measures: 
Four bushels. 
Bushel. 
Half-bushel. 
Peck. 
Gdllon. 
Half-gallon. 
Qltart. 
Pint. 
Half-pint. 

ApOTHECARIES MEASURES: 

40 fluid ounces, to half a fluid 
ounce. 

16 fluid drachms, to half a 
fluid drachm. 

60 minims, t-o 1 minim. 

Weights. 

AVOIRDUPOIS WEIGHTS: 

Cental, Or 100 pounds. 
56 pounds, or half-hundred­

weight. 
IIalf-cental or 50 pounels. 
28 pounds, or quarter-hun-

dredweight. 
20 pounds. 
14 " or stone. 
10 " 
7 " 
5 " 
,1 " 
2 

" 1 pounu, or 7,000 grains. 
8 ounces, or half-pound. 
4 " or quarter pound. 

2 " 1 ounce, or 437l;; grains. 
8 drams, or half·ol111ce. 
4 " or quarter·ounce. 
2 " 



1 dram. 

~ " 
240 grains, commonly called 

10 pennyweights. 
120 grains, commouly called 

5 pennyweights. 
72 grainB~ commonly calleil 
3 pennyweights. 

48 grains, commonly called 
2 pennyweights. 

24 grains, commonly called 
1 pennyweight. 

TROY WEIGH'£: 

Decimal troy ounce bullion 
weights: 

500 ounces, troy. 
400 
300 
200 
100 
50 
40 
30 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

11 

20" I 

10 ,,01' 4,800 grains. I 
5 ounces, to 0'001 ounce. 

ApOTHECARIES WEIGHT: 
10 ounces. 

8 " 
6 " 
4 " 
2 " 1 ounce or 480 grains. 
4 drachms 01' half an onnce. 

2 " 1 drachm. 
2 scruples. 
It" or half a drachm. 
1 scruple. 
half a scruple. 
6 grains. 
5 
4 
3 
2 

" 
" 
" 
" 1 grain. 

half a grain. 
DECIMAL GRAIN WEIGHTS: 

4,000 grains. 
2,000 " 
1,000 " 

500 " 
300 " 
200 " 
100 " 

5U gJ'UillS, to 0'01 grain. 

IYIETRIO WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, 

Measures. 10 litres (dekalitre). 

MEASURES OF LENGTH: 5 
" 

20 metres. 
2 " 

Dekametre or 10 metres. 1 Ll'l'RE. 

Double metro or 2 0'5 litre. 

" 0'2 11 metres or 1.2.1 " " 0'1 (decilitre ). 
METRE or 1,000 milli~ " 

roetJ.'os. 
0'05 

" 
Decimetre or 0.1 meLre. 

0.Q2 
" 

Centimetre 01' 0-01 0'01 
" 

(ce!ltilitre). 
" 0'005 

Millimetre 01' 0.001 " " 0'002 
" MEASURES OF CAPACITY: 0.001 
" 

(millilitre ). 
20 litres. 



CUBIC MEASURE: 

1,000 cubic centimetres. 
500 " 
200 " 
100 " 

50 " 
20 " 
10 " 
5 " 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 2" ,. 

1 cubic centimetre (1,000 
cubic millimetres). 

Weights. 
20 kilograms. 
10 
5 
2 

" 
" 
" 
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1 KILOGRAM (1,000 grammeB). 
500 grammes. 
200 
100 
50 
20 
10 
5 
2 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,. 
" 1 gramme. 

;') decigrams. 

2 " 
1 decigram. 
5 centigrams. 
2 

" 1 centigram. 
5 milligrams. 
2 

" 1 milligram. 

METRIC OARAT WEIGHTS. 

------------,------~-

Denominations. 

500 Metric Carats 00. 

200 
100 
50 
20 
10 

5 
2 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 1 Metric 

0'5 
0'2 
0'1 
0'05 
0'02 
0'01 
0'005 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" ,. 
" 
" 
" Carat 

" 
00. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

-- ._------

Weight in Grammes. 

100 
40 
20 
10 

,1 
2 
1 
0'4 
0'2 
Q-l 
0'04 
0'02 
0'01 
0'004 
0'002 
0'001 
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NOTE. - The brass gallon marked "Imperial 
Standard Gallon, Anno Domino 'WCCCXXIV., Anno 
V GIV Hegis," which has a diameter equal to its 
height, and was made in pursuance of 5 Geo. 4 c. 74, 
s. 6, and is at the passing of this Act in the custody 
of the Board of Trade, is a Board of Trade standard 
for the gallon. 

The Metre is represented hy the distance marked 
hy two :fine lines on the il'irlio-pla.tinum standal'd bar 
numbered 16, when at the temperature of 0 deg. 
CentigTade. This bar is deposited with the Board 
of 'l'rade. Thc Metl'e is the only unit of metric 
measure of extension £1'0111 "'which all other metric 
measures of extension, I"hether linear, snpel'ficia1, 
or solid, shall be ascertained. 

The Kilogram is represented by the cylindrical 
iridio-platinum standard ICilogl'arn weight Illlmbered 
18, which is deposited with thc Board of Trade. 
The Kilogram is the only unit of metric weight 
from ·which all otlwl' metric weights, and all measures 
having reference to metric weight, shall be ascertained. 

The Litre is represented by the capacity at 0 deg·. 
Centigrade or the cy lindricnl brass measure marked 
"Litre, 1897" (which is deposited with the Board 
of Trade), and having a diameter equal to one-half 
its heig'ht. 'I'hi. Litre at 0 deg·. Centigrade when 
full contains onc Kilogram of distilled water at the 
temperature o£ 4 clegs. Centigrade, under an atmos­
pheric pressure equal to that represented by a colnmn 
o£ mercnry 760 lVIillimetrcs high at 0 deg. Centigrade, 
at sea level, and at latitude 45 deg.; the weighing' 
being IDftc1e in air, but reduced by calculation to a 
vacuum. It is the only ullit of metric meaSllre of 
capacity from which all other metric measures Ot 
capacity, as well for liquids as for dry goods, shall 
be ascertained. 
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SecoDlle Cedllle. 
Contenant Ie Tableau dit "Equivalents of Meb'ic Weights 
and Measures ill tenlls of Imperial Weights and Measures for 
nse in Tmde" apPl'Ol1Ve pax un Ordre en Oonseil du 19 

mai 1898. 

EQUIVALENTS OF METRIC WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES IN TERMS OF IMPERIAL WEIGHTS 

AND MEASURES FOR USE IN TRADE. 

Metric to Imperial, 

LINEAR MEASURE. 

1 Millimetre (mm.) " ...................... } _ 
(TO~O·tf m.) -

1 Centimetre (r~o m_) -' ........ "''''' ... == 
0'03937 Inch. 

0'3937 
" 

1 Decimetre (Tl() m.) ..••••••.••...•..... , ... ::::; 3'937 Ioches. 

{

39370113 " 
1 Metre (m.) .............................. = 3'280843 Fee •. 

1'0936143 Yards. 
1 Decamolre (10 m.) ........................ = 10'936 Yards. 
1 Hedomelre (100 m.) ..................... = 109'36 
1 Kilomelre (1000 m.) ..................... = 0'62137 Mile. 

SQU ARE MEASURE. 

1 Square Centimetre ..................... - 0'15500 Sq. Inch. 
1 Sq. Decimetl'e (100 Sq. Centimetres) .. ::::: 15'500 Sq. Inches. 

. {10'7639 Sq. }"eet. 
1 Sq. Metre (100 Sq. Demmetres) ...... = 1'1960 Sq. Yards. 

1 Are (100 Sq. Metres) ..................... = 119'60 

1 ::~:::)..y~~ .. ~~~.~ .. ~.~:~'.~~.~ .. ~.::}= 24711 Acres. 

CUBIC MEASURE. 

1 Cubic Centimetre .. " ................ " ... - 0'0610 Cu. loch. 

1 ~~~\~I~~~!~ef~'~ .. ~~'.~::.~:.'.~~.~.~~.~:~}= 61'024 Cu. Inches. 

1 Cubic Metre ([,000 Cubic Deei- }_{35'3148 Cu. Fed. 
metres).................................... - 1'307954 Cu. Yds. 

MEASURE OF CAPACITY. 

1 CentilitJ'e (T~O Litre) .................. 0'070 Gill. 
1 Decilitre C\)" Litre) ..................... 0'176 Pint. 
1 Litre ......... .............................. 1'75980 Pints. 

, 1 Dekalitre (10 Litr")......... ............ 2'200 Gallons. 
1 Hcetolitre (100 Litres) ........ "........ - 2'75 Bushels. 

·' 
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WEIGHT. 

1 Milligram (nh.io Grm.) ................. . 
Avoird~tpois. 

= 0'015 Grain. 
1 Centigram hhr Grm.) ......... ...... ... = O-Ui4 

" 
1 Decigram (-lIT Grm ) ......... ........... = 1'543 Grains. 
I Gramme (I Grm.) ......... ............... = 15'432 
1 Dekagram (10 Gnn.) .......•..•.•.••..... 
I Hectogram (100 Grm.) ................ .. 

I Kilogram (1.000 Grm.) .................. . 

I Myriagram (10 Kilog.) ................. . 
I Quintal (100 Kilog.) .................... . 
J Tonne (1,000 Kilog.) ................ .. 

J C'xramme (I Grm.) .................... . 

1 Gramme (1 Grm.) ....................... . 

= 5'644 Drams. 
= 3'527 OZ8. 

_{ 2'2046223 Lb. or 
- 15432'3564 Grains 
= 22'046 Lb. 
= 1'968 Cwl. 
= 0'9842 Ton. 

1''i'oy _ 
_ { 0'03215 Oz. rrroy. 
- 15'432- Grains. 

Apothecaries. 

{ 

0'2572 Drachm. 
= 0'7716 Scruple. 

15'432 Grains. 

EQUIV AIJENTS OF IMPER.LAL AND METRIC 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, 

Imperial to Metric. 
LINEAR MEASURE. 

1 Inch ....... ........... ......... ..•... - 25'400 Millimet.res. 
1 Foot (12 Incbe')......... ......... - 0'30480 Melre. 
1 Yard (3 Feel) ........... "........ 0'914399" 
1 Fathom (6 Feet).................. 1-8288 Metres, 
J Pole (5] Yards) ......... ......... 5'0292 
1 Chain (22 Yards) ............... _ 20.1168 " 
1 Furlong (220 Yards) ............ = 201-168 
1 Mile (8 Furlongs) ......... ...... - 1'6093 Kilometres. 

SQUARE MEASURE. 

1 Square Inch ............ ......... 6'4516 Sq. Centimetres. 
1 Sq. Foot (144 Sq. Inches) ... 9'29GB Sq. Decimelres. 
1 Sq. Yard (9 Sq. Feet) ......... - 0'836126 Sq. Metre. 
1 Perch (30i Sq. Yards) ......... _ 25293 Sq. Mell'<8. 
1 Rood (40 Perches) ............ - 10117 Ares. 
1 Acre (4,840 Sq. yards)......... 0'40468 Hectare. 
1 Sq. Mile (640 AC1'es)............ =- 259·00 Hectares, 

OUBIC MEASURE, 

1 Cubic Inch ................... .. 
1 Cubic Ft. (1728 Cubic Inches) 
1 Cubic Yard (27 Cubic Feet). = 

16-387 C. Centimetres. 
0'028317 Cubic Melre. 
0'764553 Cubic Metre. 
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MEASURES OF OAPAOITY. 
1 Gill ... 
1 Pint (4 Gills) ................. . 
1 Quart (2 Pin ts) ... . = 
1 Gallon (4 Quarts) ............ _ 
1 Peck (2 Gallons) ............. .. 
1 Bushd (8 Gallons) .......... .. 
1 Quarter (8 Bushels) ....... .. 

1-42 Decilitl'es. 
0'568 Litre. 
1'136 Litres. 
4'5459631 Lilres. 
9'092 Litl'€s. 
3-637 Dekalitres. 
2'909 Hectolitres. 

APO'l'BIIlCARIES MEASURE. 
1 Minim ......... ......... ......... 0'059 Millilitre. 
1 Fluid Scruple ............ " .... = 1'184 Millilitres. 
1 Fluid Drachm (60 Minims). 3'552 H 

1 Fluid Ounce (8 Drachms)... 2-84123 Centilitres. 
1 Pint ........ , ... ,................. - 0'568 Lit.re. 

1 Gallon (8 Pints or 160 Fluid 1- 4'5459GBl Lit.res. 
Ounces) ........................ j-

AVOIRDUPOIS WEIGHT. 
1 Grain ......................... , = 0'0648 Gramme. 
1 Dram ", ....••••••••••••.•...... == 1'772 GrammE's. 
1 Oz. (16 Drams) ............... = 28'350 

1 &:~;~~) ~~~ .. ?~~: .. ~~' .. ~'.~~.~}= 045359243 Kilog. 

1. stone (14 Lb,.) ............... = 6-350 Kilograms. 
1 Quar~er (28 Lbs.) ............ = 12-70 .. 
1 Hundredwoight (Olvl.) }_{50'80 " 

(112 Lbs.) ..................... - 0'5080 Quintal. 

1 T (20 C 'L) -{ l'OlGO TOlmes or 
on " . .. ................ - 1016 Kilograms. 

TROY WEIGHT. 
1 Grain ....................... ,... = 0'0648 Gramme, 
1 Pennyweight (24 Grains) ... == 1'5552 Grammes. 

l~:~;ht~~.~~.~ ... (~~ ... ~~~~:.: }= 31-1035 

APQ'l'HECARlES WEIGHT. 
1 Grain .......................... , 0'0648 Gramme. 
1 Scruple (20 Grains) ......... == l'29G Grammes. 
1 Drachm (3 Scruples)......... = 3-888 " 
1 Oz. (8 Draclfms) '" ......... = 31'1035 

NOTE.-ApproximateJy one litre equals 1,000 cubic 
centimetres, and one millilitl'e equals 1'00016 cubic centi~ 
metres, 

(Extrait des Registres), 
QUERTIER LE PELLEY, 

Greffer du Roi. 
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Translation of "Law relaiin,q to JYei.q1ds and 
lYleasIl1'e,'I'," passed by the Slates of Glle1'nse.v 
on the 7th April, 1915, amended on the 13th 
Octobe1', 19115, "nd approved by Hi$ §IaJesty in 
Council on the 12th January, 1916. 

LAW m;LATING TO WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

Article 1. 

In this Law, where permissible by the context, the 
use Q{ the expression "Weights and Measures" or 
"Weights or Measures 11 shall comprise every scale 
and other apparatus used in commerce for measuring 
weight, capacity, or length; and words in the plural 
shall be understood to imply the singular and vice 
ver8a. 

Article 2. 

On the expiration of tlu'ee months from the entry 
of the present Law upon the Register of the Island, 
all weights and measures other than the weights and 
measures established and l'ocognjsed by EngHsh Laws, 
shall be prohibited in the cOlnmerco carried on in this 
Island. 

Article 3. 

English measures of capacity shall bo acloptecl both 
for liquicls and dry goods, the Imperial gallon being 
the unit or standard, with the exceptions in reference 
to the use of Metrio measUl'es allowed by the Acts of 
Parliament entitled" The vVeights and Measures Act, 
1878," and "The Weights and Measures (Metric 
System) Act, 1897," and the Order in Council of the 
19th May, 1898. 

Article 4. 

English measures of 1e11gth shall be adoptcd, the 
Imperial yaxd being taken as the unit or standard 
sUhject to the exceptions contained in the present Law. 
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Article 5. 

Every contract other than a contract relating to real 
property, and every purchase, sale 01' agreement made 
or passed for any work, furnitnre, effects, goods 01' 

other article which has been Or is to be made, sold, 
delivered, carried or agreed upon by weight or 
measure shall be deemed to be completed according 
to the Imperial weights and measures recognised by 
the present Law~ or some multiple or fraction thereof; 
otherwise it shall be voi<l. 

N eV81'theless such contracts, pnrchases, sales or 
agreements shall not be voi<l nor invaIi<lated by the 
fact that the weights and measnres mentioned therein 
are weights and measures of the Metric system 
recognised by this Law or by the fact that decimal or 
fractional sub·divisions of Imperial weights and 
measures either Metric or other are used or indicated 
in such contracts or purchases. 

It shall however be permissible to sell an article in 
a vessel or other receptacle if such vessel 01' receptacle 
is not represented as containing a fixed quantity of a 
measure recognised by this Law. 

It shall nevertheless be permissible to use the 
Guerllsey Quarter, Bushel, Denerel, Pot and Quint in 
measuring grain in payment of rents and chief~rents, 
for the valuation of real estate, and for contracts 
relating to real estate. To this end the Pot shall be 
adopted as t.he unit or standard, having a capacity of 
121 cubic inches. 

rrhe capacity of measures for measuring grain shall 
be as follows :-

The bnshel of wheat .............•. 13t pots. 
The bushel of barley ............... 171 pots. 
5 quints................................. 1 denerel. 
6 denerels ...•. •.. ..... .••............. 1 bushel. 
4 bushels ...........•.................. 1 quarter. 

It shall however be permissible to use superficial 
Gnernseymeasures. 'I'he perch shall be estimated to 
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contain 441 English square fcet, or 49 square yards; 
the vergee shall be estimated to contain 40 perches or 
1,960 square yards; and the vergee, small measure, 
shall be estimated to contain 36 perches or 1,764 square 
yards. 

Article 6. 

An Inspector of Weights and Measures and, if 
deemed necessary, Sub-Inspectors shall be appointed 
by the Treasurer of the States, whose duty shall be to 
verify woights and measures. The Inspector and 
Sub-Inspectors shall be sworn in before the Royal 
Court, composed of the Bailiff or the Lieutenant­
Bailifl', and of at least two Jurats. 

Article 7. 

The States shall provide at least two complete sets 
of weights and measures, one of which shall be in the 
custody of His Majesty1s Sheriff and kept in a 
con Y8nlent and safe place approvecl by the States, and 
the other shall be in thc custocly of the Illspeclol·. 

Article 8. 

1'he verification of weights and measures shall be 
periodical, and carried out at such periods as shall be 
fixed by Ordinance of the Royal Court. Nevertheless 
the IJ1Spector 01' the Sub-Inspectors may a.t any other 
time examine and verify the weights and measures 
subject to verification. 

Article 9. 

The verification of weights and measures shall be 
carried out in the manner prescl'ibeu by the" Boarel of 
'rrade Regulations." The tariff of fees for verification 
shall be fixed by Ordinance of the Roy"l Court. 

Article 10. 

All weights and measures used in commerce shall 
bear either the stamp approved by the English Govern­
ment or the official stamp of His Majesty's Sberiff. 
The weights an(1 measures so stamped shall be pre­
sumed to be exact for a period of two years. 
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Article 11. 

Every weight (except in the case where the weight 
is of minimum size which would make it impracticable) 
shall bear its denomination stamped on the top or on 
the side in legible letters or Ilgures. Every measure 
of length. or of capacity shall bear its dellornination 
stamped in legible letters or figures on the outside. 

Article 12. 
A weight of load or pewter or of a substance mixed 

with lead or pe"\vter shall not be stamped, and shall 
not be used in commerce. 

Article 13. 
The Schedules at the foot of the present La\v contain 

all the denominations or Imperial and Metric Weights 
and 1YIeusu1'8s permissible by the present Law, and the 
said Schedules shall be deemed to form part of the said 
Law. 

Article 14. 
Shall be liable in the Police Court to a fine not 

exceeding £5 sterling, and in case of a second offence 
to a fine not exceeding £10 sterlillg :-

(a) Every Inspectol' or Sub·Inspector who shall 
stamp or mark or shall permit the stamping or 
Inarking '\vith an official sLamp, a weight lor a 
measure without having duly verified it. 

Cb) rrhosG who shall use in commerce weights and 
measures not stamped in accordance with the 
provisions of this L1:v,v. 

(c) '].1hose who shall have -weights and measures, other 
than those \veights and measures recognised by 
tho present Law, in theil' stores, shops, work­
shops, business houses, or in the public markets, 
or in their possossion, with the in'LenL of USillg 
them in business. If a weight or Ineasure be 
found in the possession of a trader or on public 
or privato premises occupied by a trader or in 
any place "\vhatever where a trader transacts his 
business, the said trader shall be de@med to ha ve 
the said weight Or measure ill his possession with 
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the intent of using it in his business unless he 
prove the contrary. 

Cd) Those ""ho shall use in business weights and 
measures not recognised by this Law. 

Ce) Those who shan neglect or refuse to produce for 
the inspection of the Inspector 01' a Sub­
Inspector, ,vhen required to do so, their weights 
and measures in order to haye them examined 
or verified. 

(f) Those who shall hinder the visit of the Inspector 
or a Sub-Inspector. 

Cg) Those who shall use or have in their possession 
for use in their business, a false or inexact weight 
or measure. 

Ch) Those who shall be found guilty of fraud ill 
using a weight 01' measure and those who shall 
be found guilty of having aided in the commit· 
ting of the said franel. 

(i) Those who knowingly shall use, sell, dispose of, 
or expose f01" sale a \veight or meaSUre beal'ing a 
stamp illegally manufacturecl or counterfeit. 

Article 15. 

Shall be liable to a fine not excecding £50 sterling, 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 
months, with 01' without hard labour :-

Ca) Those who voluntarily or knowingly shall 
manufacture or sell or cause to be manufactured 
or sold a false or inaccurate weight or measure. 

(b) Those who shan illegally manufacture or counter· 
feit an official stamp belonging either to His 
Majesty's Government or to His Majesty's 
Sheriff, used for stamping weights and measures 
in accordance with this Law. 

(0) Those who voluntarily shall increaso or diminish 
the weight of a weight or the capacity of a 
meaSUre stamped with an official stamp, or who 
voluntarily shall change a scale or other apparatus 
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in such a manner as to make it indicate an 
inaccurate weight or measure. 

Article 16. 

In addition to the principal penalties set forth above, 
the Oourt shall have the power to order the confiscation 
and the destruction of the weights and measures. 

Article 17. 

The Royal Court is authorised to pass such Ordinances 
as it may deem necessary to give effect to the present 
Law. 

Article 18. 

The fines shall be applicable one half to His Majesty, 
and one half to the Informer. 




