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ORDRE EN OONSEIL. 
~--.c?'-

Le 919 Novembre 19091, parde1!ant Henry Alexander 
Gitfa"d, eC'lIYer, BaiUij; In'esents: eto. 

M. Ie Baillif ayant ce jour communique a la 
Caul' un Ordre de Sa MajesM en Son Conseil en 
date du 19 Novembre 1902, ratifiant un Projet de Loi 
intituJe "Loi relative aux AssemblGes Paroissiales," 
la Cour, apres lectmc du dit Ordre, OUles lea 
conclusions des Officiers du Roj a ordonn8 que ledit 
Ordre sera 8nregistre sur les Records de cette He, 
duqucl Ordre la teneur suit :-

AT THE COURT AT WINDSOR, 
The 19th day of N o,e111ber, J 90.2. 

PltESEN'f, 

THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

LORD PRESIDE)!T, 

LORD CHAMBERLAIN, 

LORD SUFFIELD, 

SIR DIGHTON PRORYN. 

WHEREAS there was this day read at the Board 
a Report from the Right Honourable the Lords 
of the Committee of Council for the Affairs of 
Guernsey and Jersey, dated the 27th day of 
October, 1902, in the words following, viz. ;-

" YOGlt :MAJlJiSTY having been pleased by Your 
General Order of Reference of the 24th day of 
January, 1901, to refer unto this Committee the 
humble Petition of the States of the Island of 
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Guernsey, setting forth 1. that on the 21st day oE 
August [~ Petition wa.s presented to the States of 
that Island, signed l1Y several members of the 
St~tes a,nel dated the Dlh .July, 1901, a tramlation 
of whieh is as follows:-

"1'0 Sir '1'. Godfrey' Carey, lCnight, Bailiff, President 
of the States of the Island of Guernsey. 

, SIR, 

'The Humble Petition of tbe undersigned 
-'I em bel'S or the States of the Islancl of 
of Guernsey. 

'li'rom time almost immemorial ou:: Island has 
been governed by written Laws added to from time 
to time, and by unwritten Laws, otherwise termed 
customs, whieh ha.ve served as guide in the adminis­
tration of pnblic l)llsiness in anI' respective parishes. 

'vVith all d11c respect to our ancestors, we 
acknowledg'e that there was a time at which an 
advanced education was scarce, and that with the 
exception of a few individuals scattered here and 
there, the clergy alone appeared to be educated; 
from thence probably came the cause that the clerical 
element was almost supreme in the Island. 

, At the present time all has undergone a change. 
Thanks to the great progress of civilisation and 
of cdueatioll I; ithin the reach of nearly everyone, 
there are numbers of capable men forming the 
re-;pective Douzaines of the Island, and a larger 
number outsiders preparing to become useful citizens, 
all able to take upon themselves a portion of the 
burden hitherto willingly or unwillingly put on the 
backs of the Clergy. 

'The duty of the elergyrnan that is to say as 
Minister of the Gospel, having the spiritual charge 
of the souls or his parish, is too holy a duty for 
him to be taken up with the direction or the 
presidency of political matters which occnp} tr such 
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an extent the minds of the inhabitants of the 
respective parishes of this Island. "flY e think there­
lore, Sir, that the time is come £01' a clear and 
precise distinction to be made bet.ween the manner 
of convoking and presiding over purely ecclesiastical 
meetings and the manner oE couvoking alId presiding 
over Meetings the business of which is purely secular 
Or civil. 

'That since the year 1886, the parish of St. Peter­
Port, by an agreement made with the Revil. 'V. Guille, 
then Rector, the secular matters were separated from 
the ecclesiastical, giving to the Constables the privilege 
of calling and of presiding over parish meetings for 
civil or secular matters, which has worked well. 

'That since the year 1870, the parish of St. Martin, 
by a similar agreement with the Revd. C. D. P. 
Robinson, thon Rector, followed snit. 

'That since the year 1882, the Castel Parish, 
notwithstanding a protest drawn up by the Rector 
and Church wardens, but which was not insisted upon 
before the Royal Court, has followed in the traok 
of the two ",bove-named parishes. 

'That since the year 1872, the pal~sh of St. 
Peter-in-the-Wood, by an agreement made with the 
Revd. Carey Broe]r, then Rector of the said Pad.h, 
has followed in the same track. 

"That the parish of St. Sampson wished to follow 
in the path of progress adopted by the above-named 
parishes, but on account or the opposition which 
was raised, and of an adverse decision of the Royal 
Court of the 15th June, 1901, found it impossible 
to do so. 

'We most humbly of you, Sir, in convening a 
a Meoting of tho States of Deliberation at an early 
date, to beg the members of the States to take 
into consideration the followiug' considerations :-
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• 1. That one nniform system should exist in 
all the pa,rishes of the island, so far as relates 
to t.he manner Ot convening, presidillg, and 
holcling of Parish I\feeting's. 

'2. That we l)cli.cvc that the moment is arrived 
at whieh eeelesiastical busillGSS should be separated 
from civil bnsinc:o:.s in every pfl.rish. 

~ Your Petitioners pray that you will take the 
necessary Rteps to enable the States, in their wisdom, 
to arri ... re at a favonrable, solution, and prepare 
an Ordinanee giving effect to the prayer of this 
Petition.' 

, We have the honollr to be 
&0., &0., 

'The 9th July 1901.' 

2. That the allegations of fad, as distinguished 
from opinion~ in the said Petition o£ members of 
and States are believed to be cOl'rect; that it is the 
fact that according to tho cnstomary unwritten Law 
of the Islaucl the ordinary business VI' hecher .Eccle­
siastical or 8ec1]la1' of a }")a1'18h i8 or ought to be 
put to the vote of Meetings of the Hatepayers or 
Chefs-de-farnille of the Pal'ish held from time to 
time as occasion may require: 3, that it is also the 
fact that with the exception of the deviatious from 
custom which have takcn place in some of the parishes 
in consequence of the several informal agreements 
referred to in the Petition (which however have 
never been recognised as having the force of Law) 
it has been the practice for the Hedor of each parish 
to convoke, pre1;ide over, conduct and record the 
l'esolnt.ions of all :\creetings of R"'t<lpayers of his 
parish whether for Ecclesiastical 01' secular affairs 
without distinction: 4. that it is also the fact that 
tho Hoyal COUl't on the 15th of June, 1901, refused 
to l'ecoguise a.s valid a Resolution of a :Meeting of 
the Ratepayers of St. 8ampson's whieh had: not been 
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convened 01' presic1ed Oyel' in a.ccordance 1yith the 
rJl"cscribod and recognised eustom : b. that the l'esult 
of the deviations from custom which were intl'ocluced 
pnl'SlUU1t to the ~o-eHJled agreements mentioned in 
the Petition has l)oen to introduce a considerable 
n.mount of ili ven.;ity and contnsion in lhe practice 
of the different Parishes, those 'iyhich have a,dopted 
the several informal agreements being unwilling to 
relinquish the refol'lTIl' ·whioh ·were ~ullPosed to have 
been introduced and SOInE', though not all, of 
the athel' Parishes being clesiroHs of adopting the 
same or similar reforms: 6. that the Ruhject mattel' 
of the said }l etition came Leforo the States on the 
80th of October, 19(JI, and by a Hewlutioll of that 
date the State, approyod of the general principle, 
laid clown in the Petition awl nppointed a Committee 
charged with the p-repal'atioll of t,11c ol1tlincs of a 
Bill or Projet de Loi to giye effect to the desires 
of the Petitioners; 7. thRt tho Committee met on 
severa'! Deca.sions und duly considered the Petition 
and finally on tho 24th .January, 1902, settled the 
outline of a· Bill 01' Projet de Loi and incorporated 
the same in theiT Heport of the smne date; 8. that 
the said Report was duly pre,ented to the St.,te, 
and was debated a.nd considercd paragraph hy 
pHTagraph at a l\1eeting of the States helel on the 
19th Ma.rch, 1902; that by a Hesolution of that 
date, the States were pleasod to flpprOV(~ of a.nd 
adopt. the recommendations of the Committee vdth 
certain mQ{1ification~ Rnd l'clerl'ed the same to the 
Royal Comt, with a reqnest that that Body would 
prepare a Bill gi viug' effect thm'oto: 9. that the 
Royal Court on tho 12th July, 1902, consiilerm[ a 

Bill which haa 1)eon preparec[ and settleu in accordance 

,yith the 1'8(1u08t of the States, and after hearing 
the Cl'own Officers adopted the same ",yith 801110 formal 

alterations, and re(luest.e(l the Bailiff to lay the same 
heforo the States in order that if aj>j>ro\'ed it might he 
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submitted to Your~:lajesty in Coulicil £U1' Your lVlajesty's 
most gracious sanction: 10. that on the 27th August, 
1902, the States or the Island considered the Bill 
so prepared by the Royal COllrt and by their 
Resolution of that date adopted the same without 
alteration and t'tuthol'ized the Bailiff in the name 
of the States to present a humble Petition to Yonr 
Majesty in Council praying YOill' Majesty to give 
it Yom Royal sanction; and most huml)ly praying 
that Your Majesty would be graciously pleased to 
grant Your Royal sanctioll to the said Bill or 
Projct de Loi illtitulod 'Loi relative aux Asscmblt~e8 
F'al'oissialeR,' and to declare it to be Your Royal 
vVill and Pleasure, that the same should have force 
of Law within Your :Hajcsty's Island of Guernsey: 
THE LOUDS OF THE COl\DllTTEE, in obedience to 
Your 1hjesty's sai,! Oreler of Rererence, have this 
day taken the said Petition of the States and the 
said Pl'ojet de Loi into consideration, and do agree 
humbly to report, as their opinion to Your lVla.jesty 
that it may be advi,able for Yonr NIajesty to approve 
of anil ratify tho said Projot ,1e Loi and to declare 
that the same shall have the foree of Law within 
th(~ Island of Gnernsey.)) 

HIS MAJESTY, having taken the said Report 
into consideration, is pleased, by and with the 
advice of His Privy Council, to approve of and 
ratify the said Projot de Loi, and to order, as it is 
hereby ordered, that the same shall have the force 
of Law within the Island of Guernsey. 

And His Majesty doth hereby further direct 
that this Order and the said Projet de Loi (a copy 
whereof is hereunto annoxed), be entered upon the 
Register of the Island of Guernsey, and observed 
accordingly. And the Lieutenant-Governor or 
Commandel'-in-Chief of the Island of Guernsey, the 
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Bailiff and .Jurats, and all other His Majesty's 
Officers for the time being in tho said island 
and all other persons whom it may concern, 
are to take notice, and govern themselves 
accordingly. 

(Signc), 
A. W. FI1'ZROY. 

P'ROJE'f DE Lor referred to ill the foregoing Order 
in Council. 

Loi Relative aUK AssembIees Paroissiales. 

I.-A partir de la date OU un ordre de Sa 
Majesta en Conseil approuvant ce Projet de Loi 
aura eM emcgistI'<3 sur les Recorel" de l'ne, tous 
les articles ci -dessous enumeres amont force de loi ; 
et it partir de la m@me date toute loi, ordonnance 
ou coutume qui sera incompatible avec aucun des 
memes articles sera censee etrc ltbrogeo at annulee. 
Pourvn toujours, que toutes les choses et demarches 
qui amont eM faites 011 qui se fel'01,t d'a.pres une 
deliberation de paroisse adoptee avant la meme 
date conformement a.ux lois et coutlUl1GS ltctuelle­
IIlent en force Beront censees legales, les provisions 
de la presente loi llollobstant. 

2.-Les affaires de chaque paroisse se diviseront 
desormais en deux classes :-

10 Les Affaires Ecclesiastiques, ct 

20 Les Affaires Seculieres. 

3.-Sera censee Affaire Ecclesiastique toute 
affaire qui regardera :-

lOLa fllbrique de l'Eglise et (les Oime­
bieres qui ell dependent, 



20 Le Tresor, 

3' La Cure, 
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4' Les Pauvres (excepte les pauvres de la 
paroisse de St. Pierre-Port en tout ce qui a 
rapport it l'administration des pauvres sous 
la 10i speciale, prGsentement en force.) 

5' Les Curateurs du Tresor, Procureurs et 
et Collecteurs des Pauvres et autres Officiers 
de I'Eglise et de l'Administration des Pauvres, 
et la passation au vide de leurs comptes 
respectifs. 

6' Toutes les autres Affaires Ecclesias­
tiques, s'il y en a. 

4.--Sera censGe .iI ffaire Seculiere, toute affaire 
qui regardera :-

1
0 Les Connetables et les autres Officiers 

Seculiers de la Paroisse aussi leurs elections 
et la passatioll au vide de leurs compt.es. 

2' L'Instruction des enfants autant qu'il 
n'y sera pas ponrvu par les lois speciales 
de temps en temps en force. 

3' Toutes les autres Affaires Seculieres, s'il 
yen a. 

5.-Pour etre dlunent convoquees les Assem­
blees pour les Affaires Ecc18siastiques devront etre 
convoquees par Ie Recteur et les Curateurs con­
jointement, au par Ie Vicaire (en cas qu'il y soit 
autorise specialement par Ie Recteur) ot los Cura­
teurs conjointement, ou dans l'absence de l'lle et 
du Ilecteur ot de son Vicaire, par Jes Curateurs 
conj oin temen t. 
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6.--Devra presideI' les Assemblees pour les 
Affaires Ecclesiastiques, Ie Roeteur, s'il est present, 
ou dans son absence son Vicaire pourvu qu'i1 Y Boit 
autorise specialement par Ie Recteur, et qu'il soit 
Chef-de-famine de la paroisse_ Dans l'absence et 
du Reeteur et de son Vicaire, ou dans Ie cas que 
Ie Vicaire n'ait pas I'autorite necessaire, ou qu'il ne 
soit pas Chef-de-famille, I'Assemblec doit ~tre pre­
sidee par un des Curateurs ou dans l'absence des 
deux Curateurs par un president choisi par les 
Chefs-de-famille presents. 

7.-Toute Assemblec pour les Affaires Seculieres 
devra etre convoqwle par les Connetables au nom 
de la Douzaine. 

8.-Toute AssembMe pour les Affaires Seeulieres 
doit iltre presidee par Ie Doyen de la Douzail1(', s'il 
est present, ou dans son absence pal' un president 
ehoisi par les Chefs-ue-famille presents. 

9. -Tout President d'une Assern blee p"roissiale, 
Boit pour les Affaires Eeclesiastiques, Boit pour les 
Seculieres aura nne voix preponderante en outre 
la voix ordinaire. 

IO.·-Toute publication cOllvoguant uno Assem­
blee paroissiale, soit pour les Affaires Eeclesiastigues, 
Boit pour les Seculieres, devra specifier l'heure· et Ie 
lieu de l'assemblee et les objets de ueliberation et 
devra etre publiee tant dans Ie cadre de l'Egliso que 
sur la Gazette Officielle et sur tel autre journal 
circulant dans I'lle qu'il pl"ira aux personnes qui 
convoqueront l'asscmbJee indiquer. 

ll.-Toutes les Assem blees paroissiales saront 
11 la charge des Chefs-de-famille et se tiendront uans 
tel endroit, (n'etant pas lIIl onrlroit dedi" it nn culte 
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roligioux) qu'iJ pJaira aux Ohefs-de-famillo indiquer 
de temps en temps. 

12.-Seront conseos heures legales pour la con­
vocation des Assemb18es paroissiales toute heure 
entre dix heuros du matin et cinq heures de l'apres­
midi, au gre des convoquants. 

13.-A toute Assemb18e paroissiale soit pour 
les Aff"ires Ecclesiastiques, soit pour les Seculieres, 
Ie President devra rediger par ecrit une note des 
deliberations qui ont ete adoptees, et en faire lecture 
et ensuite les signer seance tenante. II incombera 
au Recteur et aux Our-ateurs dans Ie cas des Affaires 
Ecclesiastiques, et au Doyen de la Douzaine et aux 
Oonnetables dans 10 cas des Affaires Seculieres de 
faire copie des dites notes dans des registres qui 
seront fournis par les Ohefs-de-famille it leurs propres 
frais. 

14.-Demeureront on force toutes les lois, 
ordonnances et coutumes portant sur les Assemblees 
paroissiales qui ne sont pas incompatibles avec ce 
Projet-de-Loi. 

15.-En appliquant cette Loi aux AssembJees 
touch ant los Affaires de l'Ecole des Hautes Oapelles, 
telles Assemblees seront censees etre Assem blees 
paroissiales pour des Affaires Seculieres d'une pa­
roisse tout comme si la paroisse de Saint Samson et 
ht Vingtaine de l'Epine du Valle formaient ensemble 
une seule paroisse et comme si les Oonnetables de 
Saint Samson et cenx des Oonnetables de la paroisse 
du Valle qui demeurellt en la Vingtaine de l'Epine 
en etaient los Oonnetables et comm8 si les Douze­
niers de Saint Samson ot ceux des DOU>l8niers du 
Vallo qui demeuront en la Vingtaine de l'Epine 
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en 6taient les Douzeniers, pourvu toujours que Ie 
Doyen de la Douzaine de Saint Samson sera cense 
~tre Ie Doyen de la Douzaine ainsi composee, et Ie 
cadre de l'Eglise de Saint Samson sera cense etre Ie 
cadre de l'Eglise de la paroisse. 

(Extrait des Registres), 

QUERTIER LE PELLEY, 
Greffier du Roi. 

CO'M:PAl}NH" n'IMP13,11rERI:E DB 1HCnAItU, LUl1Tf.B. 




