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Jlct~ d~ Promulgation M LoL 

Le rlix-neuf aout mil neuf e£nt quarrmte, par devanl 
Victo1' G088elin Garey, ecuyer', Bailli/; presents,' 
John Roussel, Osmond Prioulx Gallienne, A,'thur 
D(Y)'ey, Ernest de Garis, Cyril de Putron, Aylmer 
111 ackworth Drake, John Leale, James F'federick 
Ga.rey, ecuyers, jrIessire Abraham James Laine, 
]{,C.1.E" et Arthur Falla, tcuyer, Jures, 

lVlonsieur Ie Ba.ilEf ayant ce jour cOIDlnunique a 
la, Cour un Acte de Promulgation de Loi parSon 
Excellence Ie Lieutenant-Gouverneur Civil Britan­
nique de cett,e IIe en date de ce jour sanctionnant 
un Projct de Lo! instituant une Taxe a pcrcevoir de~ 
Aoheteurs de certaines Chose,s.-la COUT, apres a,,:oir 
eu lecture du dit Acto, oUles les conclusions du Con­
trala dll Roi, a ordonne que Ie dit Acte contenant Je 
l'rojct de Loi sera enregistre sur les Records de cotte 
lIe, duquel Aete la tenenI' suit :--

THIS Hlth day of August, 1940, 

an £Itt of .1,Bromulgation of JLaw 
BY 

VICTOR GOSSELIN CAREY, 
British Civil Lieutena.nt-C,overnor of the Island of 

(JueTnsey, 

In exercise of the pfHver oonferred on him by an 
Order of the Comm8,ndant of the German Forcos in 
occupation of the Bailiwick of Guernsey, dated the 
2nd day of July, 1940, ' 

LE 19 AOUT 1940 
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WHEREAS the Controlling Committee of the 
States of Gnernsey, being of opinion that it would 
be desirable to inCTease the resources of the States 
by instituting a new Tax to be called" Sales Tax", 
to be leviable on purchasel's of certain cOlnmodities 
and other things, requested the Law Officers of the 
Crown to prepare a " Projet de Loi " designed to give 
efIect to such views; 

AND WHEREAS the L'1w Officers of the Crown 
drafted a " Projet de Loi " as desired and the said 
Committee requested the Bailiff to give an oppor­
tunity to a member of the said Committee to submit 
such" Projet de Lai " to the States for approval at 
an oarly date. 

AND WHEREAS the Bailiff acquiesced and on 
this 19th day of August, 19+0, the said" Pro.iet " 
was submitted to tho States by the Reverend John 
Leale, acting President of the said Committee, "nd 
received the approval of the States, and the Bailiff 
.in his capacity of Lieutenant-Covernor was desired 
to accord his sC:Ll1ction to tho said" Projet " subject 
ahvays to the approval of the GeTll1an Commandant, 
which approval has been obtained. 

NOW THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR afore­
said hereby accords his SANCTION to the said 
" Projet" to the intent that the same shall have 
the force of Law within this Island; of which 
" Projet " the tenor followeth: 

PROJET DE LOl 

INSTITUANT UNlC TAXE A l'.l<JRCEVOIR DES 
ACHETEURS DE CERTAINES CHOSES. 

LES ETATS ont appl'ouve les dispositions sui­
vantes, n~digees en anglais, lesquelles, apres avoir 
rel'u l'approbatioll rlu Feldkommandant Allemand 
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et rnoyennant]a sanction dll Lieutenant-C-ouvernellr 
Britannique de ee llailliage, auront force de loi en 
cette lie. . 

l. DEFlli-I1'IOJYS. 

In this Law-

The 111asculine gender includes the feminine. 
lVhere the context admits the singular inclndes 

the plural and vice versa. 

The expression "Goods" ITleanS all articles of 
merchandise and all implements and other chattels, 
objects and movea,bles whatsoever excepting such 
as at the time of purchase are in the nature of real 
estate and those whieh arc expressly exempted from 
the scope of this Law. 

There shall be comprised in tbe meaning of the 
expression" goods" thingR \vhich are to be pJ'oduced, 
brought into being or made up (with or without 
other material) after order and that expression shall 
include photographs and Bueh like prodnetions and 
materials used for repairs and 110\V \vork of every 
kind. 

;; Person)) includeR a, company or other body 
corporate. 

,: Purchaser" includos the purchaser's em-
1'10yee or other agent. 

The expression "Sale by \yholesale " n1eans the 
sale by one manufacturer or trader to another manu­
facturer or trader of goods manufactured or held 
by the vendor for sale where the purchaser acquires 
such goods for re-sale either in the state in which 
they arc at the time of his purchase or after under­
going treatment or being incorporated in whole or 
in part with some other material or substance for 
sale. 
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Other transactions between such persons whether 
on wholesale or other terms are not included in the 
expression " Sale by wholesale n. 

A sale by auction is not to be regarded as a " Sale 
by wholesale". 

;; Vendor" includes the vendor's employee or 
other agent. 

2.-The tax instituted by this Law is hereinafter 
called "Sales Tax JJ. 

S.-The Sales Tax shall not be leviable-

(a) in respect of any sale by wholesale (as de­
fined herein) : 

(b) in respect of repairs where the price of the 
material charged to the purchaser is less 
than one half of the total price to be paid 
by him to the vendor for the repair work; 

(c) in respect of any sale which is incidental to 
and included in the transfer of a profession 
or business or of a partnership therein, pro­
vided such transfer be evidenced by a written 
document stamped with the appropriate 
Stamp Duty under the "Loi relative aux 
Droits de Tilnbre ", or 

(d) in respect of any sale whatsoever of-

I. Foodstuffs which for the time heing 
are subject to rationing; 

II. Eatables sold for consumption on 
the premises in which they are 
bought; 

III. Wet fish and fresh shell fish; 
IV. Edible offal unless it be canned 01' 

otherwise preserved; 
V. Eggs; 

VI. Bread; 
VII, Fresh milk (whole or separated) ; 

VIII. Fresh vegetables and fresh fruit; 
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IX. House coal, including domestic an­
thracite, and coke, sold for use as 
honsehold fuel ; 

X. Wood sold for use as household fuel; 
Xl. Paraffin, Electricity, Gas and Water; 

XII. Livestock. 
XIII. Clothing (including headwear, foot­

wear and sportswear) bought for the 
use of children under the age of 
fourteen years; 

XIV. Toys and books for children's use 
but not exceeding two shillings and 
sixpence each in value. 

The sales mentioned in this Article are 
herein called Exenlptions. 

4.-Subject to the Exemptions provided for by 
Article 3 hereof the Sales Tax shall be leviable in 
respect of all sales of new or second-hand goods by 
way of trade or otherwise (including sales by auction) 
in cases-

(a) where the goods comprised in such sale are 
in this Island at the time the sale-purchase 
contract is made wherever the delivery is 
to take place, or 

(b) where the sale-purchase contract has been 
made in this Island and delivery is to take 
place in this Island 'I'rherever the goods were 
situate j.l/hon such contract was made. 

5.-1t sha,]] he the duty of the vcndor immediately 
on the sale of any goods and hefore delivery to the 
purchaser to affix thc appropriate stamp representing 
the value of the tax payahle under this Law in 
respect of the suhject-matter of the sale-

(a) on the goods themselves; 
(b) on the outside of the hox, carton or other 

cover containing them when they are sold 
provided such box, carton or other cover, 

L 

I 
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by print or by some other mal'king~ identifies 
the contents in some pennanent form, 01' 

(c) on an invoice or other memorandum con­
taining short pal'tieulal's of the sale suffici.ent 
to enable a tax officer to check the obser­
V'1nce ofthis Law in resped thereof. When­
ever it, is inappropriate or inlpracticable that 
the stamp bo attached to the goods them­
selves or to the container as in the ease 
\vhere the goods comprise a number of in­
dividual items then a.nd in every such case 
the stamp shall be affixed to an invoice or 
other 111enlOrandum referring to the sale. 

It shall be the duty of the vendor to cancel by 
marking in ink or by some other indelible method 
\vith his initials or by som8 other l11eans every sLaInp 
whether adhesive or embossed, ·when used by hi111 
in obedience to the terms of this Law so that such 
sta,mp 111ay not be again used by inadvertence or 
otherwise in respect of Home other sale. VV~here the 
Sales Tax amounts to One shilling or more the 
person marking the stamp shall add the date ou or 
across the stamp. 

6.~Tho purohaser of goods in respect of which 
the Sales Tax is payahle shall, when so required 
by the vendor, pay to the vendor on demand the 
amount of the appropriate tax leviable in res poet 
of the tTansaction. A vendor may decline to com­
plete any sale or to effect delivery of the goods com­
prised in such sale if the purchaser does not furnish 
him on demand with t,he amount of the appropriate 
tax, but if the vendor does not so decline then his 
duty to affix the appropriate stamp in accordance 
with Article 5, and the duty of the purchaser to re­
inlburse to the vendor the amount of such tax, ·will 
nevertheless remain intact. 

7.-(a) The Sa'!es Tax shall be one halfpenny for 
every complete sixpence being the price or forming 
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part of the price of any goods. If the price is not 
less than sixpence but does not amount to one 
shilling, then the Sales Tax shall be one halfpenny, 
and 'where the price (;MTIOuntK to one shilling but does 
not amount to one shilling and sixpence, then the 
Sales Tax .shall be one ponny. The samc method of 
calculation shaH <:"Lpply }1d infinitum. JHa.trhes aTe 

not within the scope of this paragraph. 

(b) The Sales Tax on wax, wooden or other 
lighting matehes shall be one halfpenny lJer box 
or other container or cover designed to hold filty 
rna-tehes. ",rhere Inatches arc sold in larger boxes, 
contaIners or covers) or loose, t.he Sales 'l'ax Hhal1 be 
at the rate of one halfpenny per fifty matches, but 
where the number sold is not a multiple of fifty the 
fractionai part slJa,ll bear the tax of one I,alfpenny. 
Each box or other conta,iner or cover shall be 
stalIlllcd individually .. 

(c) The Sales Tax shall be paid by llleans of 
stamps to be obtained on payment of their face value 
from t.he States of Guernsey. ~Wjt.h the consent 
of the Treasurer of the States it shall be permissible 
to llave SUdl stamps printed or embossod In advance 
of sale OIl invoices and other memoranda of sale. 
When such printing or embossing shadl not have been 
So procured in advance or 1vhere the face value of 
the stamp or ::;tamps so printed or em bossed falls 
short of the appropriate tax then an adhesh'e stamp 
OJ' adhesive stamps of the appTopriate value or of 
the amount of the deficiency as 'the case rnay re­
quire, shall be used. 

(d) The stamps to be .supplied by the States 
of Guernsey for the purposes of this Law may be 
printed or they may be embossed from dies made 
specially for such purpose or they may be embossed 
f1'o111 tho dies or be adhesive stamps used in connec­
tion with Stamp Duty and Entertainment Tax ,,·ith 
Or "dthollt any differentiating mark. 
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(e.) The Treasurer of the States shall re­
imburse the bona fide holder the face value of any 
stamps returned by him clean and uncancelled pro­
"ided the Treasurer of the States is satisfied that 
such stalnps were acquired in the rea.sonable belief 
that they would he required. In other cases th(" 
Treasurer of the States shall not be bound to make 
any l'eilnbuT'sement whatsoever. 

(f) Subject to the provisoes hereunder, a sale 
for a price not amounting to sixpenee shall attract 
nO Sales Tax notwithstanding that such sale or the 
delivery of tho goods comprised in such sale shall 
take place at the same time as tho sale or delivery 
of other goods hy the same vendor to the same pur­
chaser or that such goods are listed with others on one 
invoice, hill or other memorandum of sale. Each 
item sold shall be assessable individually for the 
purposes of the Sales Tax and without reference to 
any other sale-provided however (I) with respect 
to goods sold by weight or measure that all the 
goods of identical kind ordered, sold or delivered hy 
the same vendor to the same purchaser at anyone 
time sh",l1 he regarded as one sale whether such goods 
be made up in one or more lots, and (2) that :l1atches 
are not affected by this paragraph. 

(g) In determining the price of any goods for 
the purposes of this Law account shall be taken of 
any discount ",llowed or allowable as well as any 
other special terms sueh as the terms of purchase 
by an employee from his employer so that the Sales 
Tax shall he p",yable on the actual price receivablo 
by the vendor. 

S.-The Treasurer of the States or any person 
authorised by him in writing so to do, is empm~rered 
to demand either from the vendor or the purchaser, 
the production of any goods, covering or invoice 
in order to ascertain that the appropriate Sales Tax 
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stamp has been affixed and cancelled as requiTed by 
the provisions of this La,\v) and for such purposes to 
enter any pltl)ce of business at any reasonable time. 

9.-(a) Any person who shall have omitted to 
affix to or to have 8111bossed a stanlp or stamps of 
the appropriate value on any gOOdR, covering or 
invoice in aecol'dance "\vith this Law may neverthe­
less thereafter make good such omission on and after 
paying to the Treasurer of the States thme times 
the hee value of the missing stamp or stamps, but 
nevertheless his liability under the provisions of 
paragraph (b) hereof shall be unaffected thereby. 

(b) Any person who shall have been guilty of 
such omission as aforesaid, and every person who 
shall have detached a Sales Tax stamp already used 
or who shall have removed a box, carton or other 
container already used and stamped with the inten­
tion of using such stamp or such container again or 
of selling it or offering it for sale, or 'who shall so use, 
sell or offer such stamp or container for sale, and 
any person who shall prevent or attempt to prevent 
the exercise of the powers conferred by Article 8 of 
this Law, shall he guilty of an offence and on eon­
viction by the Royal Court in Ordinary Session or 
by the Magistrate shall he amenable to a fine not 
exceeding £25 which may be imposed by either of 
such Courts. 

1O.--·-Any person eounterfeiting a, stamp intended 
to serve lor the purposes of this Law or who shall 
knowingly use snch a counterfeit stamp shall be 
guilty of forgery and may be indicted and punished 
for felony in respect thereof. 

11.-vVhere a person convicted of an offence 
against this Law is H, body corporate, every person 
who at the time of the commission of the offence 
was 11 director, manager or other officer of the body 
corporate shall be deemed to he guilty of that offence 
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unless he proves that the offence was committed 
without his knowledge and that he had exercised 
all due diligence to prevent the commission of such 
an offence. 

12.-This Law shall come into foroe at midnight 
on August 20th, 1940. 

lB.-This Law may be cited as "The Sales Tax 
I,aw, 1940". 

AND the Lieutenant-Governor aforesaid doth 
hereby direct that this Act of Promulgation be 
entered upon the Public: Records of this Island and 
that all officials and other persons whomsoever are 
to take notioe thereof and to govern themselves 
accordingly. 

VICTOR G. CAREY, 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

A. J. ROUSSEL, 
Greffier du Roi. 




